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Foreword 


Lebanon Support launched its Gender Equity and Information Network, part of the Civil 
Society Knowledge Center, in 2013. The main purpose of this knowledge production and 
sharing initiative is to bring together civil society organizations, researchers, practitioners 
and experts working together to enhance the development of, and access to knowledge and 
evidence-based research, information and literature on gender issues and concerns. Research 
findings as well as roundtable discussions ail seemed to converge on an important knowledge 
gap in gender literature in Lebanon: a reflection and knowledge production on concepts and 
terms related to gender in Arabic was quasi non-existent. Practitioner's initiatives do exist, 
but seem to either cover specific areas of focus often limited to gender based violence, or - if 
conceptualized more broadly - are displayed as glossaries. 

This dictionary, that we have envisioned as a practical bilingual tool based on theoretical 
debates and empirical findings, aims to achieve at least the following objectives: to gather, in 
Arabic and English, original multidisciplinary research on gender and sexuality concepts and 
terms, from a feminist perspective and in a user and reader friendly format. Our aim is to look 
at the localized usages of the terms and concepts, examining their history and the contexts in 
which they have emerged, and how these concepts have “traveled”, transnational^, but also 
between the different spheres of activism, expertise or academia. 

The bilingual dictionary is constituted of 25 entries, organized in alphabetical order with their 
equivalent and definitions in both Arabic and English. The terms and concepts have been 
selected based on a series of consultations with gender academics, experts and practitioners 
as well as activists in Lebanon. They cover established terms and concepts along with 
emerging ones, in an attempt to highlight the diversity of schools of thought, of paradigms 
and practices. 

Each entry or definition proposes a general presentation of the term, a synthetic overview 
of its inherent debates with a focus on its local usages and understandings. This bilingual 
dictionary is the result of a long and intense journey for the Lebanon Support team; we thank 
all experts, activists, and academics who have contributed at all stages of its inception and 
production and hope it contributes to creating a space and opportunity for discussions among 
all actors in Lebanon and the region. 
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q_QjjLo_ll culgj j) 2013 |ol_2_ll q_ij-uzJI qJlAgJI uiiLog-La-o aSj_uj 0 L 4 J |0_ca j-^>° 
o n-\W J^Liillg ^LjjlLI opLuxJI o 'v nr o-° ^jjjjjjJI jjnj-aJI JJLoju .jjJauoJI £^o1zloJJ 

ililj ipllg clppllg LlillglpoJIg ^j_jJgljjoJlg LliLbLJIg l j_iiziljJlg (jJauoJI g-olpn 11 CjLoJq_Lo jj_jj 
oaJjljjxoJI tliLogla-oJIg lijLiijlJIg LliLuAjJIg ■—qjLqaxII ^Jl Jg_izog_ll Load £_qaJJ 

CjjJgLhJI i-liLujliLig lIjq ~mII jLL i qI I.XJ Aiig I mjiglnVg , L;r xlaIzi_lJI £9-111 Libia l j_c q_Llll ,^-lj 
Agpg (O-xajj aISj 3] ioL-jJ ^^plo-ip-LlI £gjJI d. iojai/d 09710 Agpg 0 nVlV o jjjuLllloJI 

.qjjjJ2_ll QgJJI (^rLojpjJI (Cg-LlL q_ai&loJI v-lil ^Ihtrmllg jopaLo-oJI Jg_=> ^-Qj-a-o ^LLilg j i^n'i ^5! 
CjJJKo O ho‘i Lol LgJl g^jj < Jon IL OAgpga) i_li_lJglj_oJlg ^j-jJgljaxJI o-° aa^c CjIjaLlo ol ^ nm 
Lo IaI - aj_j LgJl gl t^j-cloLolll ^g—Lll ^oJlaJI > o io II } mini Lo ULILc .oa \ in pLodiml 


.ajLlllo aJ 7- £_ujgl JS-iIu 1 q AftriliLo diiLu^ 


^JljjJIg ajjidjJI lIjLuIqLloJI ^Jl ajjLujj q_2_UI djjLu q-J-Lao oIaI oLijg mi ^aJI ^pig-oLdJI I v m i_q \ q 1 ( IaI 
Jg-Ai lOjLnLinliiJJI oaa^2_LoJI q_jJ-mlll big ~i 1II £_op g mg 1 J_oiJI u-Lc A^ilg i_o \ m ^g muj Qjjjj 71 i' 11 

Qjg_ujJ j In i q_gpg 0-° iQ_iJjJ5JiJlg q_jjj-2.ll Q-jjjaJJL 1 oq ibnoinog qjjLujigJIg jj-cLojpJ-ll ^.g_Lll jO-jplrin 
lOJJIoa2-L_uj_LII jjJI } hill (j_q jjjg—oldJI l \ m o—° Li \inn l j_a5jg .oJj-dJIg joLVl jjjJJI Jq hi iniolig 
o'v a lIlLqJjI” i o i^g »l q in i"i oLJl ^-Lll i-liloU-ujJIg Lqj^jjLj q_ujIj^ j_jx ijO-LaldoJIg i-lil ~ilhmoU cllL-oJI 
.q_j-oj^l5lll gl oj in II gl gin iiiLiJI JaLujgiJI i n li'So LiAjI J_j ll q-ilbgJI j>g v ~iII oj_jlc jO-ualnoJI 


J_iloo £L-o ^ \ 711UI i_j_jj'jjJI i—L-LLO I Q f igjj jOlJ dLiiA^D 25 jTj— o g_aUI ^jUUI jjjjg^oliiJI l nJlLg 
LLlLujI jOL^aliLoJIg lIiI ~\lhmAll Cjj_iiiil ^iig .g_iJjJ 5 jiJlg cLjjj^JI (j-ugUL o_ajjgj'g ^ Ihmo 
LUllglpoJIg jj-jJglj-oJIg lLiI j inllg clj-fSlIg LliLjLOJ^l 5 -Lllg jj-jjuOJ^LUl g-o CjljgLiiuxJI aJ_ujJ_uj 
0L4J i-lilh niliJIg t 7jjJn niliJI £-0 ujljgLulo jj-c 11 inn t^piLojL-lJI ^g-i-ll Lgjuo^ (J-jjjI infill 
nQ in II In ti mil qJgL/j tolgJLuj-oJIg I gin qS mljJI jO_mlo-oJlg lIiI Ih mo II ^jjjg-oLoJI J-o-jIug 

.CjLujjLouoJIg ^JiLojJIg j_SLoJI ^jjjjIj^-o £ 9-11 ^-L c 


jjL 5 jUI £-0 qJ (LojlLoJI lIjLuxqLLoJI l j_c q_ui 5 jj‘ q ^olg £ Ihmnll Lolc Linp i n ijgj' gl J-bA-o ,J 5 £ \ qj 

q_Lnbg q_LgJo q_bj opoj' IaI 9 nr q_2_UI l _- r jLuJI l jjjg^olaJI I a _m .q_j_L-oJI q oqo q_Aglg qj’ll laaL-uj I ^Ic 

i-lilh iiiLiJIg iiiUJIg i_1iI j_LpJIg clj_pJI q_ol 5 ^Jl j^jjjJI jLiLj Q_Zig-Li .qLJjJ I Qin ^9 llnil 

Ol 0-4^°l t_Ziljjbjg (jug oldJI I v m op ,J_aIj-o gppp u-o Ig-ainLuj 0-^.-^ OjLJ pJAlSUIg 

.q nhiollg 0I—L1J lJ _a I q 15 qJxldJI i_olj_hiJI O-W «-^LjJ-qLLoJI cljpil q_mjij cLilj'lg q^Luj-o l 9_b jOJuLujj 



















Aesthetic standards 


Market forces, modern imperialism and notions of beauty derived from the 
academic field of aesthetics for the past three centuries are shaping global 
constructions of gendered beauty norms. Feminist scholars and activists 
have analyzed beauty standards as oppressive, as limiting freedom, and 
conducive to an unhealthy rapport with one's body. They have also showed 
that the discussion about beauty, and especially feminine beauty, requires 
a corresponding “rhetoric about feminine ugliness” 1 , a feature which only 
reaffirms institutionalized or hegemonic aesthetics. Historians have shown 
how the philosophical discourse of aesthetic judgment - preoccupied with 
beauty, taste and what is beautiful in art - was influenced by Enlightenment 
notions of racial difference and hierarchy 2 . 

Beauty was not a central discussion issue in postwar European and 
American feminist thought 3 . This changed in the 1990s, as evidenced by the 
“Beauty Myth” (1991) a bestseller by liberal, “third wave”, feminist journalist 
Naomi Wolf. The book argued that - what she terms - the “beauty myth” 
is partly responsible for women's inability to achieve equality with men . 
Other commentators have claimed that representations created by the 
ever-expanding beauty industry, the media, and even institutions, do create 
hegemonic beauty standards which dominate and oppress. On the one hand, 
feminist thinkers and activists connecting “the personal to the political” 
pointed out that feminine beauty standards are often profoundly internalized. 
On the other hand, some recent analyses have tackled the concept of agency 
as exercised through previously criticized beauty rituals, suggesting that 
women participate with their bodies in the social construction of beauty in 
a way that can turn their bodies into sources of empowerment . 


Anne Anlin Cheng, “Wounded 
Beauty: An Exploratory Essay on 
Race, Feminism, and the Aesthetic 
Question”, Tulsa Studies in Women’s 
Literature, 2000, p. 191, available 
online at http://www.jstor.org/ 
stable/464426 
[Last accessed 20.10.2015]. 

Ibid, p. 192. 

Carolyn Korsmeyer, “Feminist 
Aesthetics”, The Stanford 
Encyclopedia of Philosophym Winter 
2012 Edition), Edward N. Zalta (ed.), 
available online at http://plato. 
stanford.edu/archives/win2012/entries/ 
feminism-aesthetics/ 

[Last accessed 19.10.2015]. 

Naomi Wolf, The Beauty Myth: How 
Images of Beauty are Used Against 
Women, New York, Harper Collins, 

2002 [1991], 

Josee Johnston, Judith Taylor, 
“Feminist Consumerism and Fat 
Activists: A Comparative Study of 
Grassroots Activism and the Dove Real 
Beauty Campaign”, Signs, 2008, Vol. 33, 
No. 4, p. 942. 

6 Mona Chollet, Beaute fatale. Les 
nouveaux visages d'une alienation 
feminine, Paris, Zones, 2012. 


Internalized beauty standards are involved in the construction of body images 
and are based on heteronormative gender ideals (see heteronormativity). They 
offer narrow images of masculinity and femininity, with the latter constructed 
around notions of heterosexual male desire. Sexism and oppression created 
a need for women to control and discipline their own bodies (through diets, 
hair taming, body hair removal, etc). Some of the consequences of conforming 
to these standards are the cost of cosmetic maintenance, the risks to 
physical and mental health, the links to consumerism and perpetuation of a 
system rooted in inequalities and discriminations such as ageism, classism 
and racism. The “beauty myth” functions as a type of social pressure meant 
to keep women and non-normative bodies subordinate, since models of 
feminine beauty take time and energy that could be devoted to other forms 
of self-development . 
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Anne Anlin Cheng, “Wounded 1 
Beauty: An Exploratory Essay on 
Race, Feminism, and the Aesthetic 
Question”, Tulsa Studies in Women’s 
^lio ,191 ^ , Literature, 2000 
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jO—unlcSog q_ti II cLJLijXolJIg J)g mil ^59 n ^g ini ,(Loj m toll Q jjJJJI Ugj nil ^-6 

JLozJI j_jjlfi-oJ clloJIsJI Lliljg mi’ll ijj-OJ-ilS-lll iliLJlazJI J u^o olni moII JLazJI 
ililh niUJIg Qgh niUJIg iliLLLIIg Qg j_rlcl \ fig .q_ijAizi Q—ojLoJI 

^Jl 15A9I19 Ch 0 ~>'i I QiIg lO-ia-aii JLaaJI j-xila-o ul iliLg jniillg Qgjg mill 

< JLazJI Jg_i* (JjjI ni.ll ul LAjI Igj ghl \ ng .o-X_uog cj—oJI u_jj q nm j_jx g n lie 
j_ol g mg <k\_5g_jjiJI ^ m II u_c 1 _Lao” J-jlrio II ,^-6 i t IhL <^5g jjiJI JLazJI Lb_ig 
■ UpaxgaJI gl ( jjjlujLouoJI g_jLhJI i5a JLazJI |0_L a_a 51 jJI oaLcI ^g-ixi a mi ll 
^ ill — cLJlngll joL 5 L_^_IJI u_c mlrJI l_j 1 hS II Jl ■ q jlS Ug SjgxJI 0—ixigl \ ng 
j_igJJJI } me ja_LmIo01 jjflLo — u_aJI u-Q -lLiiazi A^aj Log ^ggoJIg JLazJI ^^1 i_qj m i 1 

.q_ji5j^2_ll cLujj^JIg UjI n lllSlII Jg 

I_jgjgl ^,-Q l_ij_zJI a^S2_j Lo ^g_ujjJI I qxjjjLujI qJLuxo JLazJI u_Sj joJ 

q_Laijjj Lo 9 trig <UJj_ul2JI Qj ^II illbjj.a_ui.T L;j _a JLzJI lIlJajj U-SJg . Lj-colg 
q_ml~u<n II qJjiS < LaLixo j_i 5 lll i_i_I 5 JI a^ziI 9 nrg <(1991) “JLazJI ojgh ml” i_iLi 5 
l_jLI 5 JI ^ gL-i .i_o Igg ^j^ogxLi qJJLLII Qjg_ujJjl cL^g^oJI (^^alii ^Jjl q_jJljjjJJI 
£LujjJI j gr l_jLl_ujI ax>I g_m “JLazJI ojgh uil”j Li llh m\ i_oJgg qxcLujj Lo JL 
1 q 7>i i V ^^1 ililjg m 1 11 ul UgjlJ Ug inoo ^xxjg • JLajJI £-0 olgLuxoJI J) in Vi u_c 
LoJj iljLujjjjg^JI uy-iLg axoJlciJI JjLujgJIg U 1 n i f ll ^yill JLojaJI q_cl_Liza 

jLiajI <q(jg u-o .g o,n llg ojJojujjJI gjjjLoj’ q_Loj^o JLazi j_jjLs2-o jj-QJ ililjg mi 
U_jaJI iliLg jjjjJIg Ugjg jjjlLII ililh rjiillllg Ugh uilLllg ililj-SjloJIg Ugj-^LoJI 
Lo L 1 IL ^SgJjlII JLozJI j_yls^o ul u-ll “uj-uJL uuJL tall l_jJLJI” Ug hijj 
|Og_0£Lo a_L[AzJI ill ll tlVi'll u<h 01 JgLiJ ^j-lil g 971 u—og .ojLujj cLLiIa U9-^i 
oA_Q i iluziijlolg <LqjLuj vnill Og-ihL ilui 5 qjJLazi jjLq-uj j_rr ,jjjjLoj lS-LH jO^IajJI 
dnjjJaj llcloJbil JLazJI ^og q no Jjj ^,.0 LffiA-iuzi j_ix ^ojiiLujj olj^oJI Jl lIj-LLlL.i.II 

.LgiiSaxll ja mo LJ3 J] LiA_uJZi Jg ->T Ali 


J_LoJI ^jJI aJjIujj 0 mg <a^lozJI jg m £l_ij ^,.0 ajj'liJI JLazJI j-jliL-o jLAoLujI joJjg 

(JjjLjjI q_ijljA2joJI 1_d_ijJ2J j hJl) Q1 jjj ig II q_ijjjaJI gjjLuul q_ij|jLS2-oJI q_ijA_izJI 

Laic <Q_jgJlJIg ojg_5aJI u_c OAg \ Ijg m j_jjLaaJI o'\ m ^o v n ig .(qj_iuJzJI g_ijx-JI 

qjL juiizJI q_ajalll ili—izfijii aiig .q 1 juJ-LJI U-jjjasJI jg_5oJI q-_rcj (j-L u-i-fj oj_jplJI ul 

jj 2 uJI ^jj—ujj'g q_uxzJI J ll S U— o) q cgh'i'g La jjjzaj ul olj—oJI lJr -Lc g-aiJIg 

j_jjlsiaJI o'v qI JLllolll u_c cLujlaJI iliLaxlll q_Lazi U-og ._II <jO_ujzJI ji 2 _uj Q_||j]g 

q_cjjJLj h jlgjJIg q Jnollg qj \ ug II cLzu^JI i-^J-c y hlSollg J ion III ililJj-^l g iiK 
g QjJoJIg j.aaJI gjjLujI ^J-c q_o j ri i' 11 g olgLuxolJJI j \ Vro joLhJ d-olA|g dj;5_lLgj_ujlll 
jjJI u-oljJI u_cLaiziiJI h o m II jClgJl u^o ^g i*> “JLag.ll nj gh m l” J_afij'g .^gj-sJIg 
i5gJjlll JLagJI ^aLoj ul o-li IJ-JoJ <q_jjLiALoJI j_jlc ALixolllg cLiulll ^LrhSi qJ_i^lg-o 
.^j-iil ij h 1 UjIaJI j_ig h 11 lag I lloi' ml U-SuOJ q_oLhg Lirig t i 1 h l"i 
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Aesthetic standards 


A 


Much of the feminist theorizing of “beauty” and “aesthetic standards” has 
had an implicit white, middle class bias Questions of race, (dis)ability, 
fatness, and sexuality further complicate this discussion. Considering 
a modern history where being black was associated by dominant groups 
with being ugly, Anne Cheng summarizes the political dilemma: “between a 
feminist critique of feminine beauty and a racial denial of nonwhite beauty, 
where does this leave the woman of color? It is unclear whether assenting 
to the prospect of a ‘beautiful woman of color’ would be disruptive of 
racist discourse or complicit with gender stereotypes” . The new field of 
corpulence studies draws on queer theory to deconstruct the binaries of 
thin-successful vs. fat-oppressed and pushed for thinking critically about 
how body weight becomes incorporated in beauty standards . In addition, 
some gender queer (see LGBT) activists have disrupted beauty norms by 
addressing the way in which the global cosmetic industry constructs 
gender through beauty products addressed to either women or men - by for 
instance, pairing images of flawless feminine makeup with neatly-trimmed 
facial hair 10 (see Gender). 

Beauty standards change throughout history, cultures, consumption 
patterns, and personal attitudes. The currently globally dominant standard 
has been constructed since the 19th century around ideals of European 
whiteness: tall, young, fair skin, able bodied, and possessing long silky 
hair are considered superior bodily features. The exportation of this beauty 
ideal - through colonialism, cultural imperialism, and the global market - 
touches Lebanon too: fairness, thinness, ultra-feminine features, make-up 
and disciplined body hair are unspoken rules for the appropriate (classed) 
performance of femininity . 


In certain contexts, feminist activists have opposed diets arguing they are 
manifestations of patriarchy directed towards taming women’s bodies - 
for instance through the “riots, not diets!” activism campaign . They also 
rejected plastic surgery or other aesthetic modifications of natural bodies. 
In addition, new expressions of feminism have re-emerged recently that 
embrace symbols of femininity, fight against misogyny, and explore the 
cultural messages of make-up and other potentially liberating aspects 
of beauty symbols. Lastly, the performance of normative beauty standards 
by bodies considered fat and/or non-normative can also have a subversive 
effect that directly challenges binary and oppressive standards of beauty 14 . 


Anne Anlin Cheng, op.cit, p. 191. 

8 Ibid, p. 192. 

9 Josee Johnston, Judith Taylor, 
“Feminist Consumerism and Fat 
Activists: A Comparative Study of 
Grassroots Activism and the Dove Real 
Beauty Campaign”, Signs, Vol. 33, No. 4, 
2008, p. 945. 

10 Rodhanti Tzanelli, “Conchita’s Euro¬ 
vision: On aesthetic standards and 
transphobia battles”, Open Democracy 
Website, 2014, available online at 
https://www.opendemocracy.net/ 
can-europe-make-it/rodanthi-tzanelli/ 
conchita%E2%80%99s-eurovision- 
on-aesthetic-standards-and- 
transphobia-ba 

[Last accessed 19.10.2015]. 

11 Melissa Tabeek, “Lebanese Women 
Feel Inner Beauty Not Enough”, 
Al-Monitor, 12 March 2015 available 
at: http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/ 
originals/2015/02/lebanon-beauty- 
standards-women-plastic-surgery. 
html# [Last accessed 19.10.2015] 

12 Kjerstin Gruys, “Can a Feminist 
Diet?”, Sociological Images Weblog, 

14 July 2011, available online 

at http://thesocietypages.org/ 
socimages/2011/07/14/can-a-feminist- 
diet/[Last accessed on 19.10.2015]. 

Middle Eastern Women’s Rights 
Knowledge Base, “About”, Red Lips 
High Heels Webpage, 2015, available 
at http://www.redlipshighheels.com/ 
about/ [Last accessed 19.10.2015]. 

14 Josee Johnston, Judith Taylor, 

op.cit, p. 942. 
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Cis-gender 


Cisgender or cis is a relatively new term that was popularized only in 
the last twenty years. Thus, The mainstream definition of cis-gender is as 
follows: a cis-gender person is someone whose gender identity matches the 
sex he or she was assigned at birth; meaning, a person born as a female and 
who identifies as a woman is cisgender. The term is sometimes replaced by 
“cis-sexual” which specifically refers to one’s sex identity matching one’s 
biological “morphology”. The term “cis” has a Latin origin meaning “same 
side as" while “trans” shares the Latin origin and means “opposite side as”. 
It was first used in a 1991 paper written by the German psychologist Volkmar 
Sigusch and later popularized in the United States mainstream discourse . It 
was added to the Oxford dictionary only in 2015 . 


Julia R. Johnson, “Cisgender 
Privilege, Intersectionality, and the 
Criminalization of CeCe McDonald: 

Why Intercultural Communication 
Needs Transgender Studies”, Journal 
of International and Intercultural 
Communication, March 2013, Volume 6, 
Issue 2, pp. 135-144. 

Leela Ginelle, “The Word ‘cisgender’ 
is now in the Oxford Dictionary”, Bitch 
Media, 1 July 2015, https://bitchmedia. 
org/post/the-word-cisgender-is-now- 
in-the-oxford-english-dictionary, 

[Last accessed 6.9.2015]. 

Ibid. 


The political power in using cisgender as an identity category for the 
majority of the population is to reveal the inherent and largely invisible 
privilege of possessing a normative gender identity and appearance for 
those who do. Oftentimes positions of privilege remain unnamed and thus 
become normalized and transparent. Possessing cisgender privileges include 
for example, navigating services and spaces such as public bathrooms 
without the threat of questioning or policing, or navigating checkpoints 
with a lower likelihood of arrest due to non-normative gender appearance 
or mismatch of the stated sex on one’s identity card and their gendered 
self-presentation. Navigating daily life in Lebanon for visibly trans* women 
poses a higher risk than for persons with a normative gender appearance 
(cisgender), some of this difficulty lies in the fact that these women are more 
harassed and questioned specifically due to their transgender identities and 
self-presentation . This type of policing and lack of “cisgender privilege” 
falls into widespread patterns of state policing of non-normative genders 
and sexualities (see definitions for Gender, Sex, Hymen). 


Ahmad J. Saleh, Adriana A. Qubaia, 
“Transwomen’s Navigation of Arrest 
and Detention In Beirut: A Case Study”, 
Civil Society Review, Lebanon Support, 
Issue 1, January 2015. 


Despite the term’s important political intervention in naming the norm 
and specifying it, it is critiqued for establishing a falsely coherent binary 
between trans* and non-trans*. Further, the term has been critiqued for 
replicating the gender binary, and for reaffirming essentialist positions 
through building on an assumption that one’s gender identity can be static, 
stable or coherent (meaning that a person possesses a cisgender position 
that has not changing since their birth) as opposed to their gender being a 
result of performative embodied practices that are shaped by class, race, and 
a range of temporal factors. In this sense, the transgender versus cisgender 
binary functions similarly to the heterosexual-homosexual binary: while it is 
politically important to offset the marginalization and the associated 
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Cis-gender 


violence against otherness by making the norm specific, the same impetus 
risks erasing a plethora of expressions that fall between the two ends of an 
allegedly coherent binary. 

The term remains relatively unused in mainstream Lebanese outlets that are 
concerned with gender issues, perhaps owing to the fact that trans* issues, 
communities, and activism are not structured the same way as they are in 
the United States and Western European countries . 

Transgender persons - who use the label “trans”, “transsexual”, “shemale” 
and “ladyboy” when speaking about themselves or others - often use “normal” 
to describe a non-trans person, and in some cases also using “straight” 
to communicate the same meaning (as in, a normative gender identity and 
not only a sexual orientation). Yet, some local uses of the term in activist 
circles also points to an alteration in the meaning, wherein cisgender is 
employed as a slur when referring to straight feminine women who display 
a “normative” gender presentation. 


Despite the new introduction of 
the term in certain activist and 
academic circles in Lebanon who have 
access to feminist literature in those 
countries. 


c 


4 JjUttJI iUjJusdl 


16 


ajazJI Jliislll , 
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Feminism 


“Feminism” is an umbrella-term for an array of global social movements and 
schools of thought with significant political impact since the early 19th 
century. Historically, different feminist movements have been shaped by 
(and shaped) political ideologies such as liberalism, socialism and recently, 
Islamism. These multiple feminisms converged around agendas for action 
against gender oppression, for gender equality and increasingly nowadays, 
sexual liberation. 

From the perspective of social movements, a significant development in the 
past two decades is the global spread of the Anglo-American version of 
liberal feminism through international organizations such as the UN, and 
its institutionalization through NGOization (see NGOization). At the same 
time, autonomous or semi-autonomous feminist movements that are based 
on more radical or local critiques, have also witnessed a certain level of 
globalized travel in the past few decades , including for example women's 
fights against war and for indigenous rights (see Social Justice). Further, 
deconstructivist approaches as well as post-colonial and intersectional 
perspectives have increased in visibility within feminism as an intellectual 
current in the past twenty years. While European and American academic and 
militant feminists have cultivated significant transnational connections, the 
frequent divergence between scholarly work and grassroots realities and 
struggles (at least in settings where gender and feminist studies are highly 
institutionalized) cannot be ignored. 

A canonized way of narrating the history of modern feminism in Europe 
and the United States is also to divide it into three waves: the “first 
wave” spans the end of 19th to the middle of the 20th, the “second wave” 
unfolded in the 1960s and 1970s and the “third wave” began in the 1990s 
until nowadays. In the 1960s, distinct movements and feminist theories were 
born out of competing opinions about the manifestations of oppression and 
discrimination as well as about the best ways to address them. According 
to this meta-narrative, the main currents were: liberal feminism (claiming 
that gender inequality is based on cultural beliefs and social constructs 
that are easy to change), Marxist feminism (linking capitalism and women's 
oppression), radical feminism and lesbian feminism. Radical feminism 
critiques the violence of male domination through familial structures and 
control on sexuality, and lesbian feminism is seen to have brought in an 
analysis of heterosexuality as a tool of patriarchy used to dominate women 
and queer persons (see patriarchy). 

In Lebanon, the history of feminist movements can be - and has been - 
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j_jjj jl^_oJlg q_uxJL2_ll cLrcLoirjlJI t_lil 5 j_^JI G—o q_cg^n-oJ ^J-oLuj £ llm/^tn “qjg mill” 

t n ItSo .j_i Ilc. £_ujLLII Gj-Q-ll Igl aJ-o j_ju5 ^-jjjLjjj j_j_jLj Cj\± «q_jj5LdJI 

q_jJlj4jJJL5 (Ipi'K nig) cu_ujUjjjJI uliLogJgjAjiJI J ohi UpjjLi Qjg mill l1i15j_zJI 
GjI^oI Jg.^ o-i-L&loJI Qjg_ujjJI i_1jL5j_cJI o\ m LlxiilLig .qxolLujjJI l^ijg^g cu5ljjLuj_Lllg 
olgLuxoJI 0 in Vi J-oaJIg i^j-cLcxoiJI £9 -*-!! vJjjLujI u_Lc ^oJLaJI g nn II g ~>nl5uoJ 
.j_GiLJI i_li_QgJI q ^jljxo g_2u u_Lc 0 ni H II jjlVillg iq_ijjr_oJI 


jljjjjjiJLj (j-iAiiaJI j_u5JI jg Ini'll J_loj (CUxLoIciJJI l!i15j_^JI jg Inin g-° 

jO_o_Lll5 q_j_lg^JI GjL j_rn Q_jJ |jjjJJ| Qjg_ujjJ| l j^o q_r5jxol-glgJ.lJ| qS mill ^-oJLaJI 

i__i_QgJI ^jy-og .( 6 j_rJlll t n ij-Q-j £-^Ij) 6 j_nJlll G-c mill o'v m cLujjjjLog .6 \ in II 

j_jlSI \ ri i u-Lc Q-ojLAJI tcdnJLumJI qj_uj gl g In t moll Qjg_ujJjl G-ilSj II i-li \q hi ( q_ijj: 
i cLojuo in II q I tin II _sg_o_s 2 JI jj-Q joJgiLoJI £_ujgjJI G-° cLrla-o q_3p gl q_jJl5j.ilj 

t n jjaj £-^lj) G-pL^ 3 -^ gI^ululII vSQ o> in ig l_ij^iJI olj_oJI Jl in\ iLLo J-cxjjjjJ 
q to hi n i'll GjIjgJdlog q iSLiSnlJI uliLijliio lLijLjj n_lLL l _ 5 _Lc ogjLc .(cLjxLojLiJJI qJl^aJI 
i_lilg_LujJI u_q LIj5i» IjLu' I prnngj q_ig_ujjJI q_5j^JI j_r5l ^g-Gigj jloja-Luj-LlI \su Log 
G_ 0 xo i_IiLjjgjg.ll I tGj-lLGiLLoJIg i_liLuxj^l5lll i_liLig_ajjJI Gl G-P u-^ 9 -oj-jp-lJI GU-g- 1 - 2 -^I 
jjLSjLoJI a_cLlLII G-^OJ -Ll O-il Uj q_j-Lhg j_rr Gill I jAi'I g-°^I <G-jLiSjxolJIg 

G-o cluS-uiJI o^_ciLoJI ^gi-LU-o uyLc JLAjJIg ^gJIn^llg q G-° vJ-o- 2 -II G—P 

q_3jjj q_ij^oJlg qjg_uj-iJI GLujIjjJI I pin jO_ujJj ^Jdl GIIL^oJI ^-Q q_LaI) ^jGl q 

.(<LlujjjIoJI G-° q-jJL: 


i_Hi L_i jJgJIg Ligjgl u_n q ti \ 11 QjjLujjJI q_Sjj^JI £-JjL' ^j_uj o^-oj^oJI q_ojjkJI Lol 
G-o Gj-LLoI ^3-iJI “^Jglll q^g^xJI” luliL^go lIiILj ^J] Iq.^o r uxqjj 0 in nicS i6 \ mil 

jj-iJI “q_jJlLII cL^g-oJr’g t G^.j—Q^gJI G> Q-H ■ o in ii n _l| j_iiix g_ujliJI G> Q-ll ^.1-6-' 

GjI^j ^-lll “q_jJLjJI q_^g-oJI”g ( qjljjj r 2j_ujg G^J-qJ^-ll Gj-O-JI 1 

Cjj»Jg ilGLujlLijjJI jj-Q .(Og-jJI oj-oi-u-Lo JljJ iJg ^y-iziiLoJI Gj-oJI GjLi-ra-ujj' 
«L_ojiuJlg o /^oll lIiIj plnni' gLujj q_iziijLszioJI cljlll fx G-° oj-P-q ^iQ 111 * Gl!L_i>LbJg 
jj-Oi cLujjjjJI GIiIjLjJJI lIlj' 15 t q inmgJI qj^j_ujJI o'\ qI I nngg .1 pi'^IL sloJ Jj_ujJI J-</Snlg 
cLialdDI i"il \ nToII lJ J| ^JjLujj’ g_ijAi^ II olgLuxoiJJI Gl u-J-ll) qjg mill 

qj_ILo_ujljJI h ijj' u-jJI) cu_uj5jLoJI qjg-ijiJJlg ( (Uiijjjjaj' Jp mi u_Lll cLjxLojLiiJI ^JjJIg 
OjjgSiJI q imp II q_ujjloj' ^S-Gll i n is? II v qjjj ^jyiJI) Oj-IISj^IjJI qjg_ujjJlg .(olj-oJI g nn i 
LpjJj jJoJj vjJJI) q_jdloJI qjg_ujjJI l>jplg (ojjI niH IL p *\~>i'llg q_jJjls 2 JI c _- 3 _LlJI JlLb G^° 
lx q_LojipJJ l.p./> \\i uii oLl5 q-j^jj j hill qj_uj_LJI q_ijj-oJI J tlVi lIl-oao I pningj 

(a I'SjjjLuII i_o_jji2j £-^?lj) >jg5Jlg olj-oJI 


^LoJnLj LiAjI Qjg_ujJjl i_lil5j_ziJI i n mg - J on IL ^ou'g - G-^A! ‘GLuJ u-Qg 
I pin jJ'l G(“GjLig-o” gl) J_iilj^o £_jjl i^-Lc J-ojLujj q_i5J tCjL^g^) i n 
CjlIgnllL LAjI Guxjjjj’lg t jlojai-ui-Lll cloJI aLij-og ^SjLoqjLuj-LII aszj Lo LlijiJI Lgi5 
JlLoLujlII Jjlj-uj ,^3-0 ^ylbgJI ^LqSJL “^Jglll q^gaxJI” »" i h i j \ nn a i/^i Ini i'll 
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described also using the wave categorization, but includes four stages (or 
“waves” . The four periods were influenced by the legacy of post-colonialism, 
decolonization, and also characterized by organizational transformations. 
The “First wave” was tied with the national struggle for independence in 1943 
and concentrated on claims for women’s political rights as well as questions 
of national identity. The second generation of feminists expressed their ideas 
and demands within an emerging Arab left, and thus within the broader 
socialist movements in the 1960s . The third wave emerged in a post-civil 
war era and in a rapidly NGOized context. The Conference on Women’s Rights 
in Beijing in 1995 was a key event for introducing gender activism vocabulary 
to the civil society and its multiplying organizations. 

The feminist movement that shaped the most recent, fourth, wave in Lebanon 
tackled the social role of gender, the struggle against male oppression and 
patriarchy, and is rooted in local LGBT activism (see LGBT). These groups, 
activists, and NGOs raised issues that were not addressed previously such 
as questions of sexual identity, bodily rights, women’s right to pass on their 
nationality, but also domestic violence and abuse of female domestic workers 
(see Work, Sex and Bodily Rights). These movements also stressed the need 
to relate more to local contexts and drew heavily on postcolonial feminism, 
as well as academic debates on gender and sexuality (see Sexuality). 
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In general, historians have attempted to add a more complex view of the 
waves system of categorization. They argued that in “first wave” feminism, 
the movements were concerned with obtaining basic political rights for 
women; while the “second wave” were more radical and demanded gender 
equality and women's liberation; and “third wave” feminism placed identity 
(sexual, racial, social class) at the center of gender struggle, in a context 
of post-colonial and neoliberal globalized societies. In addition, historians 
such as Linda Nicholson critiqued the metaphor of the “wave” arguing 
that it is “historically misleading and not helpful politically” because it 
imposes a false homogeneity within “waves”, thereby obscuring forms of 
activism occurring “between waves” . This critique can also be applied to 
classifications of feminist activism in Lebanon, especially for the period of the 
civil war. In general, the waves approach can be critiqued for universalizing 
a US-centric chronology and model of women’s activism. In this way, most 
of the 20th century grassroots women’s activism and militancy occurring 
under the banner of anti-colonial movements, from Palestine to Nicaragua 
to Rojava, ends up discarded since it does not fit neatly into the three wave 
classification . Postcolonial and intersectional approaches have been some 
of the key conceptual and methodological interventions in academic feminism 
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q_i_ujL ujJI l_Q_QQn-) olj^oJI (D-Loj ojaILoJI i— j-llh-oJI Jg_z> Cijg a n Tg 1943 joLszJI 
px pjjxlii jjjJLlII JnII l 1 iI| 9 _ujJ lol AjuJogJI ojqq II Iq~tjIoj y^pJI JjLllloJI Jgiig 
Cj15j_zJI jLbl u-llilLg jLuijlII jLhl y^A p_gjJLLog p_Oijl5Al 

Oj^g-oJI Cjj-qJq jOlJ . |Oj_iZ3-LoJI pj_oJI lIjLujlLuj Cijj-j yj^JLlI ^-ujglll <ii5ljjLuj_Lll 
^J] ojLujIJI j \ Vig . 6jA_illl £jj_uj i^gL-uJ ^Ag L r J J- Zi -^ A^gj Lo q_Lj-o ^A qJJLLII 
joLszJI y^A ^ i jn 1 1 y^A a nr CaJI 6lj_-oJI yjjg n~r i u_LsloJI £_jIjJI ^-oJLszJI j-oJg-oJI pi 
aLiajJJI y^A oaAIJI g_iloh i-og ^Ja/xJI ^-ojAoJI y n ijjai] Lujjuj LjAa yj5_uj «1995 
.^thIolO-LII ^glll LLAq JoLluIII CjI -ilkunoj 

jgjJI CiJglilo <pLLiJ ^A LjA_A±llg q_ 2 _jljJI <L}g-oJI lIlLSAj y Jr AI Qjg-uj-iJI q_Sjixll Lol 
(^jSjjjJajJI jol.hillg CjQ SaJI g_oAJI a_iA Jl i/oillg j \ ig II q_iAgj C-LII yj-xLoJpJ-ll 
J_jloJI CiLjjLij'g jj-jjLij'g CLrlLoJIg P-jjJ_loJI JqLujJ LlLxo ojApioJI cL^g-oJI u_ag 
u_jjl±jg CiLrlLoJIg ppjJ-uxJI i n jjjzj g_plj) L-ujjp dig Vinllg p_jJgALoJlg 0 jjjjpJI 
y-liLcg-oJXoJI o'\ nr CijU'lg .(LLujip dig VinJIg p_jJgALoJlg J_uxJI CiLjjlijg 

jj-Q LgJgLij' jo—Li joJ jj-lll LLAdJI ugh niLiJI dig mg cLpgShII j_A CiLoJdloJIg 
i IglLniig ^ in yjA ol^-oJI Oja mg II ^ggAixllg g i mi a II cLiqq II yJjLuxaS ly^gjLmJI 

i_ q_jjA2j g_glj) JjLLoJI (j—Q dLolflJI q_Lobxo ocLujjg ^Jj-LoJI ■_a_LsJI u_JI q_ALiAlJlj 

u_ll u-L I jAj! CitSj^xll o'\ m Cia^I ^iig .(qj \ mg 11 y^gg n~> llg jjjJjgJIg J_aaJI 

A_Qj Lo Qjg mi u-L >jg5 A.A yjJI CLjjg <q_jlLz^joJI l1iLqL_ijjJI yjJI j_f5l ug-^j-ll 

j hil) qjjLuiigJIg yj-cLoIgiJI ^g ill Jg q_mjAl5iJI CiLulaLLoJI Lng jLol 2 j_ujJLII 

(gjjl ini^ll y fl IJ-gJ' 

joLhJ u_c lAjiiaj j-i5l j h i g Qgg Ig n n/r i ul CiLhjg-oJI /pg Sjg^oJI JgL^ i Log-ox 
^ggUizJI Jg_jzizJLj q_jii 2 -o lIlj‘15 CiL5j_aJI pLj Ig gghn .CiL^g-o y^JI i n ti jzaiJI 

CiLig jluJ pi U-Jp yj-Q «“ l _ 3 _JgiJI qjg-j.uill q_pg-oJI” olj_oJJ qj—ujLujiJI QajjjLlujJ I 

LoJju <olj_oJI jjl.Vi'ig q_ijAigJI olgLui-oJL u_jJLhg Q_jJ15jaIj j_aSI p_5 “q_j_iLiJI q_gg-oJI” 

(q_rnLojp_Lll q mjJoJIg Ojpjidlg qj jmJpJI) q_iggJI “qJJliJI qjg_uj_iJI dpg-oJI” CLg-i^g 
cuJIjjjJgjjg q^oJgio CiLslojjao jLhl (^-cLxoiJI £g_i_ll yJjLuj-o y^-b JLiAiJI i_i_Lq 
C iLbjgoJI /p-pjg-oJI pA^zj v fii'iI idJj ^Jl q_oLziilJlj .jLoifljLujiJI aaij Lo q_hj-o 
OAjiuj j-Jxg I »\!jl7 q_LLAo” LgJl u_jjjjAo (“ipg-oJI” ojUzi_uj| Qg nilgSLi IajjJ J-to 
U^o J15LLI yj-L yjJLjJLj jO-iAi Lo i “CiLpg-oJI” U-oazfi Lja 15 LLjlpj' yj^ij_cij' j| , “LLujLluj 
JqLujjJI i n mini' yj-Lc a nill I v m Jalo ml 1 ih il pAojg . “CiLpg-oJI U-Jj” Cijj_j JaLuliJI 
qjjld-oJI v cii iolc ojg mi pAoj .q_LLmlll l_jj_aJI oj-io yj_6 LoA-ujlIg «OI—i-iJ yji y_5g_uj_iJI 
q_Lc LgAgxug ^pLujjJI JaLujjJJ LtljjL i jO^x-aj qJil Cjlpgxi y^JI i n jd m iJI y^-L oajajAoJI 
JLxaj jOJj pLj JLxll 0 q ijj tg_ojj-hJI o\ qicS .oaALoJI CiLllgJI Jg-A LoJull5 jg mil 
lIiISjjaJI q_|lj ClAi' U-ij-iji-oJI Uj-All yj-Q U-gJL/n ig qjAS 2 _ujJI oacLoJI cLujj JqLujj jO hoo 
U| a| iq-ijg-uiJI uL-uja^Sj ljgj-og lg_cljl5jJ y^JI pih min p^o <jlag-j—uj-liJ g inmL lqJI 
. Cilpg-o lLj-LLj ^IJ ■ n m I^TII joLj yJCjjjj Lo-gAj/ii pAxu _Ll p_iAg5 ULAig LhLujJ 
q_LOJJiiLd-oJI y "i ll S vj.ll p_A3 lcj_p q to hin t llg jLoA 2 i_uj_Lll a_s 2 j Lo LjjjLqo Cii5_uJ 
y n ij-gj g-plj) qh t'tiL q_uJjLouOg q_uxiAl5l cL5j^i tqjg mill y^-Q q_uiJjjJI q xpg-LoJIg 
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and feminist activist practice (see Intersectionality). “Doing” postcolonial 
feminism entails including ethnicity, race and an awareness of colonial pasts 
and postcolonial contexts in feminist knowledge production. In this sense, 
feminist approaches have been a central foundation to postcolonial theory. 
They aim to highlight the effect of colonialism and racism, and ultimately 
to end an imperialist, universalizing concept of sisterhood among women. 
Postcolonial academic feminism has also exposed the inability of white 
middle class feminism to properly hear the experiences of women living in 
postcolonial environments . For example, in her article on the topic, Chandra 
Talpade Mohanty pointed to the transformation of so-called Third World’ 
women within feminist discourses into “objects” of representation, which 
enables European and North American feminists to turn themselves into self- 
representing “subjects", clearly maintaining unequal power relations . 
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Another critique to mainstream North American and European feminism has 
been posed through Islamic feminism. First discussed by Iranian intellectuals 
in the 1990s, this form of women’s activism has been branded by Stephanie 
Latte Abdallah as a “post-ideological” movement . Valentine Moghadam 
has argued that it represents an indigenous inflection of feminism, able to 
counter cultural relativist arguments which deemed the criticism of certain 
inequitable gender practices as a foreign imposition, but also capable of 
affirming the benign character of practices such as veiling, often discussed 
by secular feminists as a discriminative practice 1 . In the U.S. context, “post¬ 
feminism” is a theoretical and activist position gaining a growing interest. 
According to Misha Kavka, post-feminism denotes an abandonment of women 
and even gender as privileged categories of feminist scholarship while 
producing knowledge that is informed by previous “feminist waves”, and 
doing so in a way that “redefines universalism itself” . 


12 Valentine Moghadam, “Islamic 
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Feminist activism in Lebanon - whether through NGOs, underground or above 
ground queer and feminist groups, or through public protests - continues 
especially in the wake of the Arab revolt and the subsequent political 
conditions. Various calls for the end to the patriarchal-sectarian system 
persist, for example through the most recent organizing of a feminist bloc as 
part of the protests taking place against corruption and the garbage crisis 
in Beirut. The bloc is not only bringing to light how the corrupted sectarian 
system is inherently based on patriarchal discrimination - evident for 
example in the group’s adoption of slogans such as “the patriarchal system 
is a killer” - but is also challenging sexual harassment and violence against 
women within the garbage crisis movement itself and its street protests . 
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vjjj-gJIg q_j_iiUI |OjlL_ujj jLo-gj—ujiJI a— gj Lo qjg mi “q_ujjLa-o” _n .(q io hi ri i'll 
q_Qj-Q-oJI jlag-LujlII a_2j Lo dlaLjjjg ^jLxajLujlII ^-jzhloJL u-cg ii-l-lLlolg 

■X-gj Lo q_ij in i I q_j_oJulll gJL LIiLujI qjg_uJjJI iliLjjlrioll lIlLSxjj <L3 _ig-oJI I \ Q i .Qjg_ujjJI 
tq_ijir>iollg jIolAjLujUI j_jJli ^Jx eg ir\ II IojJ. m i i o \ qT i_1iL j Ino i j Loa2_Luj llI 

r"in mS iulLJaS .cLujjJI l j_jj ogxilJJ ^-OJ-aalJIg jjJLjjxoUl ^og gnoll ^Jx cl inii II ^Jlg 
Q ni loll CiLig mi j nr jLolsJLujJJI x_qj Lo q_Ljx ^ n Q—lojaISUI Qjg_ujJjl o_ 5 jaiJI 
j^'lgJJI cLujjJI L—ljLiJ Jjjj ^jpj^JI q_ng_ll lJT lc ^LoJjjjJJI Q.X jAxjJI ^In nigJI 
IjajLjj qjg_ujjJI ojJdloJI lLjjLujI «JLLoJI Jju_jjj ^Jx . jLig-LujUl xsu Lo lIiLJju ,j_a 
^o_ujj Lo cLujJ Jg ni jjJI iqJLuxoJI o'v m q_jx CjJgLij' Jl.no xjjJL 

CjLig-ujjJJ x jJj Lo <q_jJjulaj ‘\jxilj_xl” ^^1 Qjg_uj_iJI diLIInn II “LjJLiJI | 0 _llgJI”_j 
(jOlQ—u-lqJI ug JIoj jj—II Jq uinil J_igni' dLlLo—uJ-ll dLi5jxoUlg i_lil_jjgjgUI 

. qJxLLoJI j_jx og nil dLnUx u-L ^g r<ngj 0 nil I v mg 


U-o udUj>g (OAjLujJI qjJLouujJI q_r5jAoUlg OJjgjgUI Qjg_ujjJJ j_ 2 >l \ ni q_jxgj |OlJ xiig 
lIiLU a_ujj‘ lIiLJIjjUI dl^jxoJI Ugl LgjxLxi qjjln i u-ag idj-olLujUl qjg_ujjJI JlLii 
. “q_ogJgjAjl _xgj Lo” q_5jx Lg_iL q_IJI axx ^yjU ^JltS i'i jjj I Q inmgg <qji j_uigJI Oj_qJI 

jj-Q LIKo Ug ~>i JJLoi QxoILujUI qjg mill oLj jOxJi-o Q_Li'LSJI i"i g^Lg 

q i aI niil ol dij-uxl v^y-LlI <LmLuJI qjgj_ujjJI ^jxxll q Qglgx u-Lc IjaLo <q-fg_uiJjl 
|Q \ no lIjIj <i_lLIa 5 >L;r u3l ijxij-Q ij-o ^g-i g nr LoJl cLmlSLoJI ^jx ojjAirJI lIiLujjLxoJI 
clxJjL diLujjLo-oJI AA—gJ a^xojxII 2 _)LLJI A^r5b' uJx ojaLo cuoiLuiUI qjg_ujJjl ClI 

vJUlujJI u-og . q m ij-dj' q_ujjLouO ujLjLo-LqJI i_liLig_ujjJI q_m ^jJ Lo LxIL ^xJI l_iLxaJI 


LoLoiml i—i_ luxSj I In liilJg Ljidj 1 nrigo “^g-uxUI A^gj Lo” i n cig-oJI x_gj io -Sj-Loill 

jLuxI l j_x JgAxaJI ^Jx qjg miII A_gj Lo Q_SjxxJI Jxi <K nl 5 LluxoJ I nngg .lx_il]xo 
q_nLxiUlj .qjg_uj_iJI LLig ntll ^xi l jxLi jLloLi oLglojj' ,j-jjxn ^yxLoJLUl ^g_Lllg cLuxiJI 
i_illAg < “dojLujJI qjg_uxLll i_liLig-oJI”_j aLujIuxi’ q_Qj_go Qjg_uj_iJI ax2j Lo ^ lii .uLLIa 


“I q 111n i q_jJg 5 j| ■ n ijoV \ 10 j » Q n ij lo i 


dil olnioll j_jx jol q-J-iigJI lIiLaLxoUI j_jx clg jjj — oLixl lJr _n ^ 5 g mill JqLujjJI Lol 
qjj-jjjJI j-Jxg I q io qjj_uUI t j—igSJI dil egonog qjg jjjjJI dLxgoAXoJIg q_Log 5 LJI j_jx 
U g .q nn llII qj_ujlxujJI i_ngj Inllg q_rjjxJI q_izbln'iiUI oIa^ q-ixliijg (qj'jj_ujx) g-jllin — 
JLxll 0 m Lo 5 ml In 11 - ^^jjgKiJI oUcuJJ xx g-ixigj LS-^Lij’ g nlino i_lilg_CA Jl]-j 
xjxi q_ijLJI dLAlni'nUI Cj 5 jLjjj qjg_ujJ q_Lr 5 j 5 Loj‘ g-o JLLoJI Jjxjjj ^jJx 

jol Inill (oLjx q mji 5 (^Jx eg i/nll q_Jl 5 JI 1^1 ujj .i_ligj_iJ eliLLoiII cLojlg aLluxII 
aLojx! u_b LIJja i^sLaj Lo g mg — q_r 5 jjgiojJI cixjiijJI ^Jx g ifljjJoj axjjLqJI 0 n ilIn 11 

I_gJl J_j U — “J_j'ln ^_ 5 g_ iJJI joLkijJI” I Qiog <dljLg_ujJI (j/n o i ^Jx U_lo q_cg-oAxoJI 

i-IiLujj ^ 3 -iJI q_ 5 jjxll JxaIa oljxxJI L) ">! > tS i? Ilg 0 min II t jjjj ni 11 lJ Jx 1 jAjI jjziij-igj' 
. ^jlg-ulll lIlxx u_Lll lIiLaLajjaUI i_ :r -og dLilniII cLojl J oni 

















Gender 


Until the middle of the 20th century, “gender” was used to name only the 
grammatical category that classifies nouns into feminine, masculine and 
neuter or distinguishes animate from inanimate objects. Currently, “gender” 
is used when referring to social identities such as “woman”, “trans”, “man” 
or “other". Although the same word “jins” is used to denote both gender and 
sex in Arabic (as well as “sexual act”), the modern differentiation between 
sex (male-female; Cxj^o - jALo) and gender (man-woman; olj_ol - Jj?j) exists 
today. 


Joy L Johnson and Robin Repta, 

“Sex and Gender,” Designing and 
Conducting Gender, Sex, and Health 
Research, 2012, p. 20. 

Nawal al-Saadawi, Al-mar’ah wa 
al-jins [Women and Sex], Cairo, 
al-Mustqbal Publishing, fourth edition, 
1990 (1969). 

Jane Pilcher and Imelda Whelehan, 

50 Key Concepts in Gender Studies, 
Sage, 2004, p. 56. 


In English, a common way to define gender is by distinguishing it from sex: 
whereas sex is understood as biological, gender is socially constructed. 
Overall, the differentiation between biological sex and constructed gender 
is problematic. Recent research has argued that so-called “biological sex” 
is also gendered. For instance, Anne Fausto-Sterling points out that there 
is enough evidence in biology that suggests that sex is a spectrum of 
possibilities, rather than a solid male-female binary, which is also argued by 
Intersex persons. Assumptions about gender have shaped scientific research 
so that a male-female binary system is imposed on a far greater variety of 
configurations in humans, animals and plants. 


Debates about “gender” (and its relation to “sex” and sexuality) are central to 
feminist theory. The term “gender” was popularized in the 1970s in the United 
States and Europe in order to combat biological determinism - claims that 
women’s social subordination was rooted in their physical “otherness” (i.e. 
that because they are female, they are inferior). Such claims were equally 
widespread across the Middle East and a fight against the naturalization 
of women’s subordination was led by renowned feminists such as Nawal 
al-Saadawi in Egypt , and the feminists of the second wave in Lebanon who 
contended the normalization of gender roles ijj:Loiiill jlg^Ul. In the North 
American academy, Marxian feminists like Shulamith Firestone and Gayle 
Rubin claimed that “gender” referred to social conceptions about masculinity 
and femininity that built on an exaggeration of biological differences 
between women and men. They defined “gender” as a historically variable 
social construction . Their insights were incorporated into psychoanalytical 
approaches and constructivist theories which highlight the importance of 
early childhood socialization for subordinating women to men and creating 
normative masculinities and femininities. All three stances support the idea 
that women and men exist as groups and that certain experiences and 
social expectations bind some persons into the category “women”. Because 
of this, they have been termed “gender realist” approaches. The political 
implications of the realist definition of “gender” is that claims for gender 


24 




Joy L Johnson and Robin Repta, 

“Sex and Gender,” Designing and 
Conducting Gender, Sex, and Health 
Research, 2012, p. 20. 

'ijni?Up 6lj-oJI nJgl-xajjjJI JlgJ 
a o i In I I 1 JjjjiimxJ I o 1 1 In i-i q j|^ ,n j min I I 

.(1969 Jgill go.hll) 1990 

Jane Pilcher and Imelda Whelehan, j 

50 Key Concepts in Gender Studies, 
Sage, 2004, p. 56. 


i i jOvVi' mi “jj-cLoiriiJI £g_UI” ^ lb i/-^ n C)l 5 iQjj-uAgJI Qj ri II t n m Ii a 

Ljl Log jAxog li-i—igx O-w cLxjjjUI i n i m T k _ r _Lll q_ignjJI g m II k _ 3 _lx Q IjJ jJJ 

£g_UI” j-JJ-aj jO \Sj_ujj <LIJL} .6a_xLaJI ilLLig a ni l cL-iIiill ,j_jj j_Lxi gl < Lag_Lo 
gl “ULuiip o/JgjxLoJI” gl “ 6 lj-a_JI ”_5 cOxAplJI lIiLiqq II ojLajjIJI aJx ‘JyxLojpJ-ll 
^Jx qJlIjJJ jOaVi jujj I q nr “^jjjJp” q_oi 5 vjl 0-° jClxjJI ^Jxg .“lILIa px” gl “Jpj-ll” 
i(i_iJJa 5 “u m ig II J onII” jjJxg) q_jjjj 2_II g_2-UI ^ju igllg ^yxLoJplJI ^gJJI o-° J 5 

(ol j_ol - ^_J_Xij) (j-xAplJI illg (ii_i_igx> - j_5a-o) igll ^j_jj i" i iv> II ^g_ij cSr 11 Jl U| 

.jog_JI ^cljLq 


QaljLijj q nij-L ju pjig ^-xAplJI ^g ill l j_jj j-JULoiJI A—aj icLijj-LSjiJI q_2_UI Lol 
£9 ill u-i-JJ f^-AgJgjj jLlo] ( jjj_LaJI jO qiSi O-P 0 tSiS 1^,-xLojplJI ^g ill i n 
^gjJIg ^pAgJgjxll ,jjj_pJI 1 j_jj l cj_|jjil]l Laj iLog-oxg .^piLojpl ^jjjLujI u-lx ^yxLoJpJ-ll 
^yiLujj Lo oL IpAg-o Lli_i.pl (jJJI lIiq "nil ill ggb A^iig .L 1 ILS_ujI j^Jj-oJI ^-cLoJpjJI 
. JLAJI Jx_uj u-L .^yxLoJplII xgJ-ll vJjjLujI uJx L-iA.iI 9 m jAjLq ‘JpAgJgjiiJI jjjj_pJI“j 
OI j-Jl—lulj cLpiJI joJx u-Q ixolS <UaI cLoj q_il ^Jl gjjJjji-jjj “ g-i-ijjgla CiT jxjIu 

j9_5aJI Lg-olgx Q_lLlxa Q-JuLi-J l j_c ojLx ( jjj_j_lg h-IiJ-ILojaa-LII o-° O_xg-op-o 9 m ^jjj-ipJI 

A^iig -ijA-ujjpJI Hi 1 run UlLoh /g_Lob I gnihi ^,-jJI q LAjI o \ mg aljlJ-LJIg 
jj-jlij jol In i jjxjj-o jOlJj i"i pj q i/xLflJI i_lig_AjJI qjl uj-ipJI Jg IILloIjId-LII iljjg L 
t-liLlgjpllg j-jjjjJI ^aJ t_liLijg5jJI j-u5j j-i5lg Q-ngJ-Lo g_xg-op-o u-lx v^Sg-ilil lSj-^-^ 

.^IjL'LijJIg 


LJj 5 j-o (“qjJl jjjjpJI”g “^jn p II” 1 q_Ifl_llxg) “(^-xLojplII ^9 ill” Jg ^ J \ II Agj 
( jj-cLojplII jCg—LlI) “gender” ^ ILa_oq .qjg_ujJjl q_ijhill ^J] qj_ujjJLj 
q_jLoJbJI q_nxl 5 xxJ Lgjglg oa^LoJI CjL-lJgJI qjj-jjjaiJI Oj-Q-ll lIiI jJjLflj-t 11 
“LujjLaj'” oj 'vgi'o ^^xLojp-lJI aio in II ^Jx oljxdl QAajj' JL| (Oxj_ll ^1 rQjpgJgjjJI 
1 jj_q QjgLujxo ojg in; IpirlLo j<xxjJI Iaju 0^9 LqJU ^JaI Lgjl ^ 1 ) jjjpJI 
l1iL(9_ujJ olj-oJI Q-iajj' o 11LV Aixs ^LdSJI CjaLq A-iig < In nigUl ^gj_ujJI cLuJl 
ijLijJ ^jj_q q_jjLLII q_pg-oJI iljLjg-ujJg « j ir\a ^SgLva-ujJI JlgJ J-A lIiIjxq jjj 
L 5 j_xol ^,-Q q_JuOJAl 5 lll ALujglll ^-09 ■ , i-JxLojp_lJI jlgAlll o iibTl gjymi ^J’lgJJI 
OLi 0-I9J JjL^9 09-LujjjLx Aixo-Llg-ijj J_lo lIiLluAjA i_lilig_ujJ llpzib «QjlJAujjJI 
^Jl lIiaJJIijjI ajgJlIlg ojgSAJI J921 g_jxloJpl jOULmldo ^Jj j-i-Lu 'u^AJplII ( £9-»-ll” 
LliL_La 5 jLoJI i_liljg_ujjJI Lliiijx .JpjJIg olj-oJI jjjj qjpgJgjxJI lIiA-LLLaIII cAJLlo 
lIi! Q^g llLpjAlg « ( d_ijLLII j_jx I^JiLo LlcLojpl cLu ojLuxL “jj-xlojp-LlI ^9 ill” 
cg_iAJI h 1 mi’ jj-jJI q_igjujJI uliLijhillg 0 uinill J ilei'll t-liLijldo J_nijJcLi 
olj_oJI ^LxAl 0-12-1 ojAxoJI oJgnhII o_bjx) a-icAJp-LlI O-LujJjJI q_xaiul ^-L 
I q 15 oJ'-LUJI i tS cilgxJI jCxCAj'g .oJ’gJ-Lllg ojg-S-iJI ajjliax JaLoJl ^g-Ag Jpj-LI 
CjL-S2-Qg.iJlg ■ 1 j I 7 i' 11 ( jA__a_j Jj Ig t iljLcgxp-a 5 Qg \ ggj JLpjJIg cLujjJI Jl oj_Sxi 
oLd i"i nt/ng tilJJA L_u_ujjg .“olj^oJI” o_A ^,-Q jJXaLa-jjJ-LII L jA_s2J j-ujL| Q-Jxlxuplll 
^-SLolgJI t n ij-Q-jJ I l j_c cLopliJI oxjjjLlujJI j Lj jJ I Lol i“LJjAjp 0_is2-Qlg”Jlj t-liLijliLoJI 
jCA-ujLj joJj ol 0-^°^. 01 111 ‘7II O-^ AIIaxJL cLlILLloJI Ol o QQ t “jj-cLoJp-lJI ^gJ”JLj 
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Gender 


G 


justice can be made in the name of “women” as a group (which is the main 
premise of second wave feminism, and continues to be relevant today in 
fighting gender based discrimination). 

Gender can also be understood as performance. Most famously, Judith Butler 
has argued that gender must be “repeated" continuously in order to exist. 
In her 1990 book Gender Trouble, Butler used the notion of performativity to 
contradict some key assumptions of second wave feminism. She argued that 
when some feminists claim that “women” are oppressed by patriarchy, they 
create an implicit and fixed definition of what “women” are, which serves to 
continue this very binary without breaking it. Instead of the identity politics 
of gender realists, Butler advocates a politics that constantly questions 
and subverts any definition of gender, especially one based on identity. Her 
stance has been influential in queer activism and the development of queer 
theory .In a 2014 interview, Butler has clarified that “gender performativity” 
does not imply that gender is always fluid or should be. Rather, she stated 
that Gender Trouble was meant to emphasize the possibilities beyond gender 
binaries and the importance of self-definition. This position fully supports 
recognizing transgender persons’ experiences and identifications, and 
makes an ethical commitment to destigmatizing their choices about gender 
presentation and sex reassignment surgeries . 


Mari Mikkola, “Feminist Perspectives 
on Sex and Gender,” in The Stanford 
Encyclopedia of Philosophy, ed. 
Edward N. Zalta, Fall 2012, available 
at: http://plato.stanford.edu/archives/ 
fall 2012 /entries/feminism-gender/ 

[Last accessed 03.09.2015]. 

5 Ibid. 

6 Judith Butler, “Gender Performance: 
The TransAdvocate interviews 
Judith Butler”, The Transadvocate, 

1 May 2014, available at: http:// 
www.transadvocate.com/gender- 
performance-the-transadvocate- 
interviews-judith-butler_n_13652.htm 
[Last accessed 02.09.2015]. 

University of Wisconsin LGBT Campus 
Center, Trans, Genderqueer, and Queer 
Terms Glossary, available at: https:// 
lgbt.wisc.edu/documents/Trans_and_ 
queer_glossary.pdf 
[Last accessed 02.09.2015], 


“Gender” is replacing “sex” in common speech, while ^-cLoiil £gJ and/ 
or j-s-izs is increasingly replacing “jins” in Lebanese activist speech and 
publications specifically as part of gender mainstreaming efforts that are 
intimately linked with rising NGOization, institutionalization of feminist 
and women's movements, and overall professionalization of activists and 
women’s issues. In particular, fourth wave feminists in Lebanon have taken 
“gender” out of its binary (or often singular) meaning and engaged with the 
queer feminist reconceptualizations outlined above which expand the term’s 
reference beyond cisgender women. European and American grassroots 
LGBT and queer activism - and to some extent local Lebanese activism - 
have countered the same binary popular confusion through gender-bending 
performances such as drag, and the visible embracing of identities such as 
genderqueer. What such performances accomplish is the challenging of the 
gender binary as something natural and coherent, and reveal that all gender 
self-presentation can be/is performative. 


jjusdl / 
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Mari Mikkola, “Feminist Perspectives * 
on Sex and Gender,” in The Stanford 
Encyclopedia of Philosophy, ed. 
^ £lIo < Edward N. Zalta, Fall 2012 
http://plato.stanford.edu/ :K|I>JI 
archives/fall 2012 /entries/feminism- 
/ gender 

[03/09/2015 ^ 6 *pill ojLjjll] 
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Judith Butler, “Gender Performance : 6 
The TransAdvocate interviews Judith 
Butler”, The Transadvocate, May 12014, 
http://www. : 1 qjIjJI j 4 c ^lio 
transadvocate.com/gender- 
performance-the-transadvocate- 
interviews-judith-butler_n_13652.htm 
[02/09/2015 ^ ojjplll ojLjjll] 

University of Wisconsin LGBT Campus 
Center, Trans, Genderqueer, and Queer 
Terms Glossary, 
https://lgbt.wisc. :lajljJI jjr ^lio 
edu/documents/Trans_and_queer_ 
glossary.pdf 
[02/09/2015 ^ 6 >pill ojLjJI] 


_Llg <q_jJllll qjQ mill cL^jg/xU _ jjjJI IhinJI 9 m lv mg) q_cgaxzux5 “cLujjJI” 

. (^.cLalziiJI £9-1-11 u-Lc ^--oljLqJI q_Q>nill g |Og_jJI oJj^ L Jlj_i 

p-o jQ nil jJjj i_lupga :Lajg .cLI q mngj ^.cLolO-IJI £g_i_ll jO gni pi LiAjI p_SLxi 
.Lgag-o 0 riii j-oIlllo J-Sjjjj pi ^^Lolalll £glll pLj ^ala 

< 1990 joLqJI qj'j_iiu ^jJI (^^Lolaill £g-i-ll Gender Trouble Lq-iLIS 

I pTv?gl ^JJI q_ujjjjJI I o 1 ^ \ Y I qjuLUl ^09 q o/-) ^Jl jJjj lIiLJ 

^-cli Loxic qJL q-iSj^oill Oqq mliri II o v m t"i ^lag .1-11111 qjg_uilll 
LlLajzn liuj-aj p qini p-gjlii «“olj-oJI” g nni jj jhill jol hill pi CjLg_ujJjl pA-OJ 

p^o 1 Qnr o_jj Lilli olin xLojlL] jlj-oi-ujlll ^,11 i_S^gj I v fr >9 < l olj_oJI” q_jjnLoJ UuH 9 
jJjj ^jgj' <l_jjxia pg_rsLdlgJI I Q?Qi‘.! ijj-lll lugQ II g_ ujLjjjj pzi>g_cg .Lg-ojJaAi' pgx 
q_i^liijg t q_iz^gnTg 0 rlniSlll £g ill t_n ij-aj' L 5 L 1 jolgjJI ^-Lc illSAuj Q—ujIiluj 
j-jgh'ig j_ig5JI la Liu LJ3 _q IjLig^ jJjj t h cig^o pl5 .q_igQ II ^o^_j LoJI i h ijjgjJI 
q_juL±ll” ol ~w/ogl <2014 ^oLoJI ,^3-0 Lga-o i_lLjjal q_Lino ^-Qg < j-jgSJI ajjJaJ 
.i_lUa 5 Qg 5 j ol 0-24I1 gl LojL Oj-Q ^-cLolalll £g_iJI pi Li-o-Ls ^.lajll “q_ij \ i~\W 
juSllll gin ^^Lolalll £glll III-Ilo Lg-iLiS 0-0 i_Qxg_ll pi jJLij <i_lJJJs 0-0 Uju 

.^yJ'liJI t n ij-QjJI q_minl u-Lcg q_ijj»laJI OjLijLiUI t n IS q_Lol5JI CjlILoLiaiJI u-L 

ll_uxin Q-jJg^i/xJI ,jz^lS nilll ■ ijl 7 V; i_Qlj_iclll ILolS IIjuLi •_o_og-oJI l'\ rr> -Ljgjg 

^gjJI oLlu jTxgjljLp o^ jL- 2-II a-ajZ3g ^j_u LiDllal joj-lLg <jO_gj‘Lig_ai \ 1 v^Tg 
. QjjizJI \ 1 \~^T oaLcil g_ialjjnJI LliLilaaJIg ^^Lalaill 


i_jI hSil ,^3-0 “q“ II” £ lln ir\r> J -\r> J -> i LainllI ^gJJI” £ ^ nnl 

J_a_o -mljxo g ~>i u-L j \ igII gl/g “^jcLaiaill £g_Lll” £ J-oj O-P ur- 1 ^ ‘P-iLUl 

l\ 1 \~>i’g < Lgj'ljg—iiilog qh tiiLiJI q_ul_uJJI i-lil tqngll l_jI £ IL i/-tn 

Lblujl h ti'jJ Ig Qg ij-^9 <^5j v OH jg lainll oLclj-o jou-a&il qJgAJ-oJI ^g ggll 0-0 r j 
g_aJ Log^xc q^nglllg <qjjL_ui_iJlg qjg_uaiJI OjIjLjJJI q_ujjjjLog <6xjljioJI oj-iuUL I otig 
Lluajiil _^_og .cLujJJIj q_dlaloJI JjLuxoJIg t-lilh niLiJI /Qih 111 111 I J-oj: ,^-6 cLidljIaJJI 
olls2-o o-° “(j-C Lola ill £9_iJI” (jzag irrSlI q^g u-Jx oLifl u-Q 1-S2 jI>JI l^g-oJI i_liLig_ujJ 
qJliAJI j—igSJJ qjg_uj_iJI |0_unLd-oJI q_cLizn oxLnl jj-Q o^J-i-'JjIg <(LlJLd ^xj-dJI gl) ^ILilll 
.Q_ijL jlajoJI q-ijAigll q_igQ II Ojlgx ^LujjJI 0 LS'i'tl £ Ihi/n/xJI q_rfijnj-o g_ujgj' lJr -ilJlg oiixl 
qjjj2_ujJI o^_cLdJI ^gJLuj-o u—L qh iiiUJI <q_j;5jx^iJlg q_jjgjgill lIiI tongII v"t Qglg 

Q-jJgVinllg 0 mig II j-uxll LliLlLug jj-uLu'g uliLlloJIg 0-yd^°-H Liltnn _i_u jj-Q 

h IS II I v.th <- q iholl q_jjLuJJI gin l'IiIjJI lIiI tong II Lo xa ^Jlg — ll_i_u_L=i t-liilg Vin llg 

(jjj-jiLo cIaJjI 5 (L;r x Lola ill £9-11 J-Lgi ^-Lll cLUl i__J gj_J ll S o-° £-jL1JI LUI 

LliljLxjl Lol . LJjxia j_ig5Jl5 diLig^JI oil pLjjaJJ ^xLjJI oLAolllg j_dlll ^jn ig II 
< IS^jjjLolog I Ittjjjg IjLol j-rifij u-ll 1-ijxiaJI q_uLilli ^5 \ ii; L J_LolLb <o'\ m cLill i_igj_ili 
g tn /pg 5 j pi P-1 oj q-rcLolgjJI £lgJill ur-l^ AjldJI v _ J3 _jIoJI jjzbj-flJI pi i_o_li5jg 
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Heteronormativity 


The term heteronormativity is composed of both terms “heterosexual(ity)” 
and “normativity”, and refers to a social order in which heterosexuality is 
preferred, celebrated, and therefore normalized as a default sexual system. 
In this system, heterosexuality is institutionalized in social, legal, political 
and cultural aspects, thereby leading to the privileging of heterosexuality 
and the marginalization and stigmatization of non-heterosexual practices 
and relationships. The term was first coined in 1991 by Michael Warner and 
has become a central concept in Queer Theory (See Queer) namely because 
it reveals heterosexuality not only as an already-assumed sexual orientation, 
but also as a sociopolitical structure that organizes desires, practices, and 
persons unequally. 

Crucially, the system of heteronormativity relies on maintaining the gender 
and sex binary (male/female, man/woman) as social constructs that 
classify sex, identity, and gender roles into either end, and in a hierarchical 
manner (i.e. male as superior to female). By reaffirming the gender binary, 
heterosexuality is rendered normative, and sexual orientation becomes 
understood only as attraction between the two opposite genders/sexes. In 
this sense, the heteronormative system permeates and organizes all walks 
of life: from the ideal of a nuclear heterosexual family, to the institution of 
marriage, to acceptable gender roles, to the enforcement of sex segregation 
in schools, etc. The impact is the marginalization of all non-normative 
genders and sexualities. 

In the United States and Western Europe, a history of a violent 
heteronormativity is evident in the forced heterosexualization of society, 
including through medical interventions such as forced lobotomies and 
electroshocks for persons identified as homosexual prevalent in the 
1930s, 40s and 50s. Today, despite changes in institutional norms, several 
heterosexist policies continue to marginalize LGBTIQ-identified persons, 
such as the denial of marriage equality and same-sex adoption, continuous 
policing of non-normative genders and persons, and the export of violent 
“conversion therapy” practices from U.S. evangelicals to countries like 
Uganda that are taking new and severe measures in criminalizing same-sex 
attraction and homosexuality. 

Heteronormativity also informs LGBTIQ politics, rights, and demands. A prime 
example are the top demands from the gay rights movement in the U.S. which 
mirror heterosexual structures: the right to marriage to form a nuclear 
family, the right to adopt children, and the right to serve in the military. 
The newly coined term “homonormativity” from theorist Lisa Duggan aims 
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Heteronormativity 


to conceptualize such influence of heteronormative constructs (monogamy, 
procreation) on homosexual identities and politics, which often come at 
the expense of marginalizing other groups and individuals, especially trans* 
demands such as access to hormone therapy and overall proper medical 
care, continuous police harassment, and killings of trans* women of color. 
Additional related concepts include cis-heteronormativity, which refers to a 
set of norms “that favor cis-gendered self-identification and opposite-sex 
orientation” (see Cisgender). 

Examples of heteronormativity are prevalent across the region and in 
Lebanon. For example, the favoring of the heterosexual “family” as the main 
social unit of Lebanese society structures desires in a way that clearly favors 
inter-sectarian marital heterosexuality (as opposed to cross-sectarian, non- 
marital heterosexuality, or civil marriage, which is currently not possible in 
Lebanon). Lastly, homonormative attitudes or self-presentation can also be 
observed among certain practices by gay and queer men in Beirut. Terms 
such as “straight acting” or “masculine looking” show a preference for a 
form of heteronormative masculinity which eases daily navigation of the 
heterosexual structure at work. Likewise, the sub-category of “bear” which 
is used among some circles of queer and gay men in Beirut falls into ways 
of negotiating one’s manhood in accordance with societal heteronormativity. 
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Hormones 


Hormones are chemical substances produced by glands for the purpose of 
regulating the body’s physiological and behavioral activities. Sex hormones 
are essential for the development of the reproductive system as well as 
some secondary physical and bodily characteristics. Sexual hormones are 
usually divided into three main classes: estrogen (estradiol, estrone, estrioi), 
progestogens (progesterone) and androgens (testosterone, androstenedione). 
All bodies have all these hormones, but in different amounts. Hormonal 
levels change either through regular bodily functions including puberty, 
menstruation, pregnancy, menopause, changes in digestive functions, and 
hormonal irregularities such as the Poly Cystic Ovarian Syndrome [PCOS] 
which is present in nearly 10% of women , among other factors. 

Hormone levels can also be altered through medical interventions such 
as in the case of hormonal therapy, birth control and the contraception 
pill, infertility treatment, and hormone replacement therapy (in menopause, 
but also in the case of transgender persons who would like to transition). 
Transgender persons' access to hormone therapy is legal and possible in 
Lebanon, but it requires a number of visits to numerous doctors First which 
can render it inaccessible due to the associated high costs . Thus, some 
trans* persons resort to buying hormones in the informal market and self- 
medicate. 
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Several common social misunderstandings and myths surround hormones. 
For example, sex hormones do not only regulate sexual and reproductive 
functions, but also have multiple functions in the body including for example 
some digestive roles and body fluid regulation . Further, hormones are often 
wrongly used to justify women’s difference from men, and their subsequent 
dismissal from positions of power and public life. One of the ways in which 
this is evident is the social use of the Premenstrual Syndrome (PMS) as a 
tool for questioning women’s competencies, abilities, and opposing opinions. 
Such attitudes are also practiced in the medical Field, where feminist medical 
practitioners have long argued that classifying PMS as an illness is anti¬ 
women because “it is a way to deny normalcy to [menstrual] cycle changes” 
thereby maintaining men's bodily functions as the norm. This does not mean 
that PMS does not exist - indeed, PMS physical and psychological symptoms 
do vary significantly among women. Rather, these symptoms should not be 
used as a ground for dismissing women or justifying discrimination against 
them. 


In feminist studies, hormones fall into a wider debate over the social use 
and misuse of biological sex difference(s), and the long history of justifying 
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Hormones 


H 


discrimination against women through (socially constructed) biological 
arguments . Feminist theorist Anne Fausto-Sterling critiques the hormone- 
based sex difference approach for its biological determinism and for 
undermining the links and multiple interactions between biological and 
social factors in human bodies’ functions and behaviors. Such critiques fall 
into a broader push for rethinking and breaking the biological/social and 
nature/nurture dichotomies . In other words, analyzing the role hormones 
play in the human body and behavior should take into account the 
importance of one’s environment and socialization as central factors that 
shape these functions, as well as realize that our scientific lens is always 
already gendered. 


Rachel Liebert, “Feminist Psychology, 
Hormones and the Raging Politics of 
Medicalization”, Feminism Psychology, 
Vol. 20, No. 2, 2010, pp.278-283. 

Anne Fausto-Sterling, Sexing 
the body: gender politics and the 
construction of sexuality, Basic 
Books, 2000. 

8 Stevi Jackson, Sue Scott (Ed), 
Feminism and Sexuality: A Reader, 
Edinburgh University Press, 1996. 

Andrew T. Scull, Hysteria: The 
Biography, Oxford, Oxford University 
Press, 2009. 


In Lebanese colloquial sayings, a hormonal woman is not in control of her 
emotions, of the way she acts, and is unable to take rational decisions. 
The saying is also sometimes employed to describe and shame women 
who express their sexual desires openly. Such sexist framings sustain 
their alleged validity by invoking popularized arguments of biological 
sex difference which permeate mainstream discourses. This includes for 
example the use of the highly problematic and highly transnational term 
hysteria (and its derivative in Arabic “mhastra” / “ojJ_lu 4 A”). For centuries, 
hysteria was a frequent diagnosis in Europe that was used to refer to 
several psychological disorders predominantly in women with varying 
symptoms including nervousness, irritability, and even sexual desire. The 
concept derives from the Greek term of hystera, which means Uterus. It 
may refer to the myth of the “wandering womb” or the “floating uterus” 
in the female body, which was problematically considered as the source 
of physiological and psychological pathologies throughout medical history 9 
The widespread diagnosis claimed to offer evidence about women's mental 
instability which was then used to dismiss them as unequal. In Lebanon, 
hysteria is still diagnosed by mental health practitioners in women who are 
accused of displaying too much emotion, without questioning the gendered 
history and sexist underpinnings behind women’s pathologization . Recently, 
feminist cultural re-appropriation emerged using the term to describe the 
physiological manifestation of oppression thereby a space for resistance 
and for reaffirming that hysteria is “patriarchy’s disease enacted in women's 
bodies” 11 . 


10 Lamia Moghnieh, “Diagnosing 
Hysteria in Lebanon: women and 
gender”, Sawt al Niswa, available at: 
http://sawtalniswa.org/article/464 
[Last accessed 22.10.2015], 

11 Cecily Devereux, “Hysteria, Feminism, 
and Gender Revisited: The Case of 
the Second Wave”, English Studies in 
Canada, Vol.40.1, 2014, pp. 19-45. 
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Hymen 


Etymologically, the hymen is an elastic skin tissue that partially surrounds 
the vaginal opening, for this reason it is also referred to as the hymenal 
ring. The hymen’s shape, colour, and size varies significantly from person 
to person and is frequently nonexistent 1 . If present, the hymen is rarely an 
intact membrane. It is typically torn in different patterns, and consists of 
various folds of skin, which in turn allow for the outflow of menstrual blood. 
In rare cases the hymen can have a shape that prevents the outflow of 
menstrual blood, which may then require medical intervention. Biologically, 
the hymen does not serve any known or vital purpose for the body 2 . 


Helen E. O’Connell et al., “The 
Anatomy of the Distal Vagina: Towards 
Unity”, The Journal of Sexual Medicine, 
Vol 5, Issue 8 , Aug 2008, pp. 1883-1891 

Ibid. 

The Swedish Association for 
Sexuality Education (RFSU), “Vaginal 
Corona: Myths Surrounding Virginity - 
Your Questions Answered”, 2 January 
2010 , available at: http://www.rfsu.se/ 
en/Engelska/About-rfsu/Resources/ 
Publications/Vagnial-Corona/ 

[Last accessed21.08.2015]. 


Because of its partial tears and elasticity, the hymen can allow for the 
insertion of tampons or menstrual cups without necessarily causing major 
changes to its structure (this differs from person to person). The hymen 
changes shape during puberty and can become weaker, stretched or worn 
out with activities such as exercise, masturbation, sexual intercourse and 
childbirth. Yet, its elasticity can also allow it to retain its shape even after 
penetrative activities, depending, again, on the person's body. Thus, the lack 
of an identifiable hymen is just as inaccurate of a signifier of penetrative 
sexual intercourse’s occurance as the presence of a hymen, and it cannot 
determine whether a person is or has been sexually active . 

Despite this inconsistency, the hymen has been and continues to be 
considered as the physical representative of virginity for women socially. 
In patriarchal societies, its presence is required as proof of a woman’s 
abstinence from sexual intercourse with men, which is thereby used to 
represent her purity and suitability for marriage, as well as her family’s 
honour. In some cases women seek out “restorative surgeries” through 
which they “re-sew” the hymenal folds to regain their “virginity”. Clearly 
then, the hymen has become a powerful tool to discredit women socially and 
politically. For example, the Egyptian regime performed “virginity tests” on 
women protesters during the Egyptian revolution to discredit them and their 
families as dishonorable persons . 


Sibil Tschudin et. al, “Restoration 
of Virginity: Women’s Demand and 
Health Care Providers’ Response in 
Switzerland”, The Journal of Sexual 
Medicine, Vol. 10, Issue 9, Sep 2013, 
pp. 2334-2342. 

Sherene Seikaly, “The Meaning 
of Revolution: On Samira Ibrahim”, 
Jadaliyya, 28 January 2013, available 
at: http://www.jadaliyya.com/ 
pages/index/9814/the-meaning-of- 
revolution_on-samira-ibrahim 
[Last accessed 13.09.2015], 

Republic of Lebanon, Lebanese 
Penal Code, Article 512,1943, available 
at: http://www.unodc.org/res/cld/ 
document/lebanon-penal-code_html/ 
Lebanon_Penal_Code_1943.pdf, 

[Last accessed 13.09.2015]. 


Patriarchal legislators continue to implement laws that reaffirm the hymen's 
centrality to women's virginity and serve to police their bodies and sexuality. 
For example, the Lebanese penal code differentiates between women rape 
survivors and the penalty for their rapists on the basis of their virginity. 
According to article 512, the man who rapes a virgin woman receives a higher 
penalty than the man who rapes a non-virgin woman . In order to determine 
the survivor’s virginal status when applying this article, the courts usually 
order or require the performance of medical virginity tests and do not rely 
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on the survivor’s testimony. Other articles, such as 518 which handles rape 
by deceit (the false promise of marriage which serves as lack of consent) 
explicitly link the proof of virginity with an admission from the man that he 
did indeed deceive a virgin woman and lured her into sex under the false 
promise of marriage, and not the woman’s words . Thus, such articles not 
only legally allocate access and knowledge over women’s bodies to men 
(both, the rapist or the doctor can prove a woman's virginity, but not her) 
but they also limit the survivor’s capacity to prove the crime or have it be 
taken seriously. 


H 


The patriarchal myth that every female is born with an intact hymen is 
also often accompanied with the myth that a woman’s first penetrative 
vaginal intercourse necessarily leads to bleeding due to the “rupturing” of 
the hymen. While bleeding can occur as a result of tears in the hymenal 
tissue’s stretching, it is also often caused by trauma to the vaginal opening 
and walls, due to being tense (out of fear of painful intercourse), lack of 
lubrication, or too forceful or early penetration . Therefore, the anticipation 
that the “first time will hurt” (in the case of penile-vaginal intercourse) leads 
to a self-fulfilling prophecy of painful sex. 


Some feminist health practitioners have challenged the medicalised notion of 
the hymen’s breaking, which aims to constitute a single moment of “rupture” 
after which the hymen is referred to as “hymenal remnants” . By emphasizing 
a singular moment of hymenal rupture, the mainstream medical view - despite 
its quest for accuracy - complements the social view which establishes 
penile heterosexual penetration as the singular socially acceptable method 
of “accessing” the vagina. Such a view contributes to alienating women from 
their own bodies, causing fear and worry that they may “rupture” their own 
hymen, and denying them their right of control over their bodies and sexual 
pleasure and handing this right to men. In response, some groups such 
as the Swedish Association for Sexuality Education, renamed the hymen as 
the “vaginal corona” and emphasized as facts the tissue’s elasticity, various 
shapes, and the multiplicity of ways it can or cannot alter its form . 
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jj-Q l_j_jjAqJI oJb (j-o) “o_oJgx> Gg^jluJ ^Jg-iJI oj-oJI” gI j-j-JXJ <J>aJI iijLLuj_Lll 
.O-oJgx) cu_ujJp qjjjjx G-c L-0jl-i \£) ocg_jJ 


Q—ULoJIg g-jlki I Qtlf L nun I u-LlI 6 j_S_qJLi i_liLig_ujjJI GjI jjjJqJI ,j<n oi Gj. iqln xiig 
nLijj-gJI I q hS “vgj-ali” OA_a |g □ Us I ajaqj jjJI i —q \ q i oj_5x u-ag t6jLS_iJI cLujx (jAAj 
ojppg qJdnJ u-in aj-AjjjIJI JlLh ■ M *LjjISjJI LjLqjJI” 6 jLjj 2 j q_jJ I I awi jLujjg 
Iq io hi l j—o p r jJI u-Lc — oajLujJI q_jjJcJI jJdiJI q Q pg J—oSj <6jlSpJI cLurr: vgj—all 
0 tnnnll I piLiill l j-o Gj-la^ ^j-i-ll q-JxLaigiJI j In ill g gng — cLqaJI u-iigj 

yjy-D ojJnjJI o'\ pj&Lujj .J_j-g-oJI “j>l niII” J LlnLcupl qjg 4 iuxll OAA^gJI q_QjjJn.ll 

“vgj-oi” \ n I qJI l j_ J o 2) Iqllg ■—qg ML Lpj_ujjj Lo t q mhi Lm^-ujp p-o ol j oJ I } to iJ 

jaoIII u Qi'iig <cu min II Lgj'Llg La v mni p ini'll ^,-Q I QQn qao I Qoj-Qjg ( Lgj'jl 5 j cLjji: 
J_Lo ti-lil rgnnnll (j^n gj ^Lcl n_ll_L llj .J-QjJI ^Jl nil l’\ m pJ_ujj' gLj 1 qi 
pjjjl Q-jJx l gJJalg 6 jl 5 pJI cLjjx qxo^jjjj' < 0 min II > n mill I gj Aig_u JI g IniljJI 
JIS^jjjUI i n ll rnlg gn jjjJiJI q_igj-o I q iog ti g_jlQn II gxx ^j-Lc Lxjjxo i “J-igaxll 

. qJijjj cLulaJI LgJ-llii l j^o >JXJ gI G-^°^. 9 ^ G-^°^. In II ^AJij'g 











Intersectionality 


Intersectionality is a theory developed by the American black feminist 
Kimberle Crenshaw in the 1980s addressing the specific types of multi¬ 
level discrimination - racial and gendered - faced by black women in the 
U.S., and the difficulty for the U.S. legal system to view these two types 
of discriminatory experiences as interconnected rather than separate. 
The theory was also a crucial response to American second wave, white, 
liberal and middle-class feminists who adopted a universalist concept of 
sisterhood (see Feminism). By only focusing on gendered oppression and 
patriarchy and at the same time claiming equal sisterhood in fighting it, 
white liberal feminism masked racial difference and racial inequality among 
women. A similar unequal power dynamic continues to exist in several forms 
of transnational feminism, wherein white European and North American 
feminists as well as their governments use universal women’s rights as a 
common cause to justify imperialist policies, including military intervention 
in so-called developing countries such as in the pro-war discourses in 
Afghanistan and Iraq. 

Intersectionality as a tool that demonstrates intersecting axes of oppression 
continued to develop beyond its original race and gender intersection. 
Academically, “an intersectional perspective recognizes the complex 
interplay between multiple axes, such as gender and ethnicity, and analyzes 
the specific effects produced by their interaction". Thus, intersectionality 
can be used to show the interaction between gender, race, class and other 
categories such as age, sexuality or disability in individual and social 
lives. These multiple identities shape people’s individual and collective 
experiences but also demonstrate how social identities are constructed in 
relation to wider power interactions. For example, academic Leslie McCall 
calls for an “intracategorical” approach to intersectional studies because 
of the importance of social structures such as “subjects”, domination, and 
subordination and highlighting the way in which such categories act in 
conjunction. Yet, intersectionality has been critiqued for an overreliance on 
seemingly “stable” analytical categories (race, gender, class) which has the 
potential of missing other forms of intersected oppressions that do not fall 
into such clearly-defined axis, but rather are shaped by conditions such as 
time and space. 

This term quickly became a buzzword, and a useful concept for both 
practitioners and academics, specialists and generalists. The term is used 
among feminists and activists in Beirut and in academic productions. 
However, its import can sometimes be inadequate. For example, engaging 
in the intersectional question of racial and gendered discrimination against 
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0 _u:gjJI Q_ilnj u_Sjxolll ^-Jg-iLoJI jol hill j_jI&j Ql g_jg-su^a ^_II cLoLzallLj .5 v VioJI 
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.cLujjJI cllg_ai oLp u_n cu_ujLujI g o Inin Lo 
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Intersectionality 


migrant women in Beirut has often come at the price of ignoring labour as a 
major intersecting dynamic in these women’s lives. 


I 


The mainstream use of the intersectional approach to gender, race and 
class has also been transposed to the UN system. UN reports recently 
called for the necessity to consider gender-related dimensions of racial 
discrimination, and to take an intersectional approach to violence against 
women. Nevertheless, the UN “culture of indicators”, simplifying complex 
connections and failing to highlight the structural causes of violence, could 
lead to a misrepresentation of women’s experiences. Some critiques of the 
concept fear that, if the concept is used as an umbrella term encompassing 
many issues and used in many different contexts, it may miss the opportunity 
to disrupt categories of identification and power and rather reaffirms 
them. Focusing on analyzing the experiences of groups identified as 
“marginal" or “minorities” is a way of reproducing essentialist ideas about 
such identities - for example, “Muslim woman” becomes a coherent general 
category even though such a category includes millions of women with 
various living conditions that are impossible to generalize. 
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Ofj-aJIg ^-cLoj^lll ^g ill JgLijJ a lololn'i'll ajLujJI jol.iiij_ujlJI J a i 

^—1] ‘C-Ug.xJI a qJqxqJI j—ijlru Ulj_cjg a ^ uLaII jO—oUl q_ogJdlo q_ajJgJlg 
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LGBTIQ 


Initialism for “Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Intersex, and Queer”. The 
acronym was First used in the United States in the 1980s in the form of “LGB” 
and has been changing as new sexual identities are claimed and included, 
for example, “LGBT” was popularized in the 1990s . Some of the different 
formations include LGBTIQ, which includes Intersex identities and “Queer”. 
The formulations continue to expand and change depending on who is using 
them and for which purpose. Some of the longer uses include adding a 
second Q for Questioning (signifies a person who has not chosen a specific 
sexual orientation), GQ for Gender Queer (persons who do not identify neither 
as men or women and reject the gender binary), or P for Pansexual (a person 
who is sexually attracted to persons from all across the gender spectrum), or 
2S for Two-Spirit (a Native American conception that refers to persons who 
have the roles of both genders), etc. 


Michelle A. Marzullo, “LGBT/queer 
sexuality, history of, North America”, 
The International Encyclopedia of 
Human Sexuality, 2015. 

“What’s in an acronym? Parsing the 
LGBTQQIP2SAA community”, Social 
Justice for All, 11 July 2011, available 
at: https://hulshofschmidt.wordpress. 
com/2012/07/ll/whats-in-an-acronym- 
parsing-the-lgbtqqip2saa-community/ 
[Last accessed 10.09.2015]. 

3 For further analysis on the difference 
between identity politics and queer 
politics see: Joshua Gamson, “Must 
Identity Movements Self-Destruct? A 
Queer Dilemma”, Social Problems, Vol. 
42, No. 3,1995, pp. 390-407. 


These configurations can be as long as “LGBPTTQQIIAA+” wherein groups 
such as Allies (heterosexual and cisgender supporters of LGBT rights) are 
included . To shorten the acronym often the configuration “LGBT+” is included 
instead, or the term “queer” can be employed as an umbrella term for all 
non-heterosexual, non- cisgender, and non-cisexual identities (See Queer 
definition). The fact the acronym can be expanded continuously points not 
only to the vast diversity in sexuality and gender configurations, but also to 
the consistent molding and categorization of such genders and sexualities 
on the basis of identities as opposed to practices, acts, etc. 


In Lebanon, several sexual rights organizations use the term LGBTIQ or LGBT, 
despite not having agendas that directly address Bisexual, Trans and/or 
Intersex persons and issues, and despite the fact that local communities do 
not always form around sexual or gender identities. For example, “intersex” 
issues as such are absent from all (visible) groups’ agendas and public 
debates, and the very identity categorization does not exist in this form 
locally. This is not to say that persons born with a combination of hormones, 
genitals, and internal sex/reproductive organs that do not match the pattern 
of male and female do not exist. Rather, that such bodies and persons are 
not categorized in the same way they are in the U.S. and Europe. In this 
sense then, the term reflects the organizations’ affiliation with a particular 
transnational set of sexual identity politics, projects, and funds (see 
NGOization). 


At the same time, some local groups follow queer politics instead in order to 
highlight a separation from the identity-based approach and politics . 


LGBTIQ jMwxtl ^ a 
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Michelle A. Marzullo, “LGBT/queer 1 
sexuality, history of North America”, 
The International Encyclopedia of 
Human Sexuality 
20/04/2015 :>ujjJI £ujli 

“What’s in an acronym? Parsing the 2 
LGBTQQIP2SAA community”, Social 
Justice for All, 10/07/2011 
:Joj|jJI _pix ^lio 
https://hulshofschmidt.wordpress. 
com/2012/07/ll/whats-in-an-acronym- 
parsing-the-lgbtqqip2saa-community/ 
[10/09/2015 ^ o^Ul ojLjJI] 


Oj-Q-ll iPLujuLoj (j-Q oa^LoJI iliLllgJI t^xi ^JgUI oj^oJJ jl mrSJ_ll I'v m jo vSI n1 1 
J_jloJI iliLjjLug g juLug i^jUbiioJIg pg il'in 11 ) “LGB” jl mini jLoJxL pj j_uiaJI 
^Luxq J Q/\iiog oajai» q_i_uj_p iliLigJU jLojxI o j-L&ii ilLo-il Log ( 0 aiinll 
. ill 1 iLfl—I (ULujjzi ili_Llg_ziioJlg Qg_Ig Vio-ll q_ jJx ajj) “LGBT” ( A_LbjcAo 
pi minll ill! ni/n t^—Lob ^1 (LGBTIQ q_dJifi-oJI CjLo_luIJI (j/i oi JjxjjjJg 
Iqo vVi mi jjJlJI q q 11 i i jjjzvj jJajjg 2 — UJ 9 -jLj ill Lx 1 nr\ 11 o 'v rr> JI j_j _Llg .“j_ig 5 JI“g 
^^Jx qJlIxU LLobnl Q i_oj_zi Jg hill iljLxln/n II o i Jjxjjjj .LqIo Lgjxsjxg 
cLIiIaU GQ gl ((II-Lao IIau-L 1 Qngi j_lai lS-LII jnS /nil ^ 1 ) i_ii 5 _uJ-oJI 

tj/n njjg olj-xl llg _lJ_ 3 j ll q mni ^j-i ll ^SaJI tj/nn m Jl ^sl) » 5 j-^pJI j-igS Jl ^lx 
L—_i aaLi (j/nS ill) JxLujJI 0 minll J-aoJI i^Jx ^-J-UaJJ P i_Qj_n gl ((cLijAizJI ojjLuJI 
^gjj-X) L - r J-c Q-J-LIaJJ 2 S gl < (i 5 j v b H > n tin II J_x>l 5 p_x) tjxjLHul ^Jl LL_iuln 
P-iaII uiUI jAjjjjg pjjJjzalll piiSjJuolll ^aJ jgxig-o |Og_giLo g tng) ^gjll 
.^1 ((p-jJxLojAlll p_jxgi_ll _ll 5 jlgjL pg oILi/Si 

l1l_p t “LGBPTTQQIIAA+” t^J] Jg */ng_ll v n ^J] iIiLxLjjzaII o 'v rr> Jg In i pi p-S^oj 
»^5gjg tj-jjjla.il p_x> LGBTJI ^gg_ozi g—oxb ^1) A hhll J_Lo iliLxg-oJxo ^jaIj 
“LGBT+” ^Ih in o jO vnI mj Lo llllx < jli/n Inlll JljJbllg . (q iho-iJI q_ij \ i j II d-igg II 
iliLigg II |Oj^j ^ob ^ IPu/noL^ “jjg5” ^ 1 h*/n o jol vShnl iLLIa 5 jb-oj gl (q_Lo Ujaj 
.( jjgSJI i nij-gj' jh il) LgiS qjjLaxJI jjx qi mi j llg qjjLa.oJI jjx qjj vi j llg qjjJxiJJI 
JjLgJI tCgJjJI ijJ] ll j-plu' LoJj jLoj_illo JSujjjj ^jLujglU J-jLq jl moll I jl q n/n^g 
■ niii/iYllg qjJgnII ^Jl LAjI Jj t i_mnn qjJlmi jllg ^ynLoLolll ^g_LlI iljlligSj' 
yj-o Uxj v-liLigg II tjjjLujI iliLil mi j llg cLjxLojLIII ^IgjJJI o \ q.I ^jin uiloJI 

.LajAGg JlaQlllg illLujLo-oJI 


LGBTIQ 0 Ihmo qi mh II ^gglizJI Jl ~\n oa_c iliLoJolo ^o vS't mi (OL4J uiig 
iliLjjLijg tjjuLu’ oj_ujLlo JgLiJj iIjIjLj^I £->Aj pJ LgJl tj_xj ^oLijJI ^-Lc (LGBT gl 
ill I run ullLobg ^J-ob gl/g II_lu1a ilillg Vi,ollg jf-jJgziloJIg 0 jjjIaJI J_jloJI 
Jg.^ LojL JS^jjjjj' ll q_jLb-oJI iliLcLxzJI jl 0 -° (°^>JI ur-b 9 'f' ‘^^g >j» jjJ-L II 

vljlLobg ^-Lob” LLiAq JLLoJI Jjlj_jjj t^-b L-J-ialo .qi mi j II gl g_ij \i j II HiLigQ II 
t LqJ 5 (obaJJ qjjLJI) cLoLqJI LgjLujloJg ilLxbloJI ililj-izil tj^o “pt mi j II ilil run 
Jg ci 11 I'v qi jIj-oJI jjjjJg .LXJLzi^o JSjjjJI llgj qj'L 1 ^-j'Lig q II ■ niii^TlI jgzig llg 
qjJ-uj Ilil I cLAclIlg iliLg-oj-gJI j_o q_cg-azi-oj IgjJg 0 -J.aJI tjcab lIiIU Jgxig ll pi 
J_j .iliLlJIg jg_SjJI In oJg t^-ilInlT ll ^.lll cpjbJlJI /q_jJiiljJI qji min II cLAcUlg 
ilibllgJI tjj-Q 0 rr> Lo 5 g n i ino j_jx jobuzilJI o v mg tj^b-uulll nllg m pi jIj_jLII 
qxg^zi-o ^Jl CjLoJnloJI cLolil ^lhi/noJI tjji5j2J Jj] ^laxJI llgj .Lgjglg 6\ntnJI 
qi uiin II qjg-gJLj qiiialoJI ^jjlim llg ^jjLuloJIg cLujLujJI p-o jg vnll ojjLc qj/jb 

.(ojxiJlJI i n jjaj j Inil) 


p_^o ll j—j j_ig5JI q_ujLjjj q_j-b-oJI iljLxg^zi-oJI tj/n 01 ‘ q —4^ cigJI ^-og 

t^Jx pxojbJI q_ujLujjJlg qjjliLoJI px JG/nn ilil ^Jx ng 11 htl »n Jzil p-o (ilLI^ 
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L 


It is important to note that a “queer” approach to politics is still affiliated 
with U.S. based and European debates as the history of the term itself 
demonstrates (see Queer). In addition, what can be observed is an increased 
interest from foreign embassies and transnational donors and NGOs in the 
creating of the term LGBTI as an “aid category” which comes alongside 
increased militarized interventions in the region. As a consequence of these 
dynamics, some persons are beginning to use “LGBT” as an identity category 
in itself (as opposed to identifying as “Gay” or “Transgender”, they mention 
they are “LGBT” to donor organizations and NGOs). 


Jasbir Puar, Terrorist Assemblages: 
Homonationalism in Queer Times, 
Durham and London, Duke University 
Press, 2007. 

5 See for example: Dima E. Kaedbey, 
“Building Theory Across Struggles: 
Queer Feminist Thought from 
Lebanon”, Dissertation, The Ohio State 
University, 2014. And also: Helem, “LGBT 
rights organization Helem responds 
to report on its legacy”, Al-Akhbar 
English, October 7, 2014: http://english. 
al-akhbar.com/node/21886 
[Last accessed 27.9.2015]. 


The acronym traditionally begins with T instead of “G” in order to reflect a 
commitment to feminist stances (in English and Arabic writing, the masculine 
grammatical form is usually given primacy before the feminine form). This 
does not mean however that LGBT movements are free of sexism, racism, 
or transphobia. Indeed, the American LGBT rights movement has been 
consistently criticized for prioritizing gay men’s issues - such as the right 
to military service and to marriage; two normative demands that reflect a 
normative definition of belonging, specifically one that does not challenge a 
heterosexuality and imperialism (see heteronormativity) . Similar dynamics 
and criticism has been prevalent among sexuality rights groups in Beirut, 
which included critiques of male-dominance, sexual harassment in several 
groups, exclusion of lesbian women from gay male spaces and exclusions 
based on class and race, and reproduction of structures of oppression inside 
activist spaces . 


Joseph Massad, Desiring Arabs, 
Chicago, The University of Chicago 
Press, 2007, p.109. 

Ibid. 

Samar Habib, Female Homosexuality 
in the Middle East: Histories 
and Representations, New York, 
Routledge, 2007. 

9 Anonymous, Bareed Mista3jil: True 
Stories, Beirut, Meem, 2009. 


Lesbian: The English term traces its roots to the Greek “Lesbos”; and today 
it refers to women who are sexually attracted to women. The term was 
popularized again in the 60s and 70s in the U.S. and is used in some circles 
in Beirut in its English form. In Arabic, the term “suhaq” has been employed 
to refer to lesbianism - however, it is viewed as a derogatory term and has 
been replaced by the general term for homosexuality “mithliyya jinsiyya" (see 
the term “Sexuality”). Joseph Massad explained that contrary to common 
belief, “suhaq” does not derive from the Arabic root s-h-q, which literally 
means “to crush” 6 . Instead, he argued the term most likely has a Greek 
origin “sapphikos”. Academics such as Samar Habib analyzed “female 
homosexuality” in the Middle East and debated the representations of same- 
sex love and attraction among women in literary sources , while a group of 
Lebanese activists published a collection of personal accounts and stories 
from women who are attracted to other women in the short book “Bareed 
Mista3jil” 9 . 
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Gay: is a term that today refers to men who are sexually attracted to other 
men. The term’s exact meaning is “happy” and was employed differently 
across US history in the 20th century. It became popular among gay men as 
they opposed the use of the word “homosexual” due to its emergence from 
the medical field and its connotations with otherness. In the United States, 
“gay" is often used as an umbrella term for LGBT as well and can refer to 
lesbians and queer men. Often, transnational organizations also use it when 
referring to queer sexual rights as “gay rights”. However, gay and lesbian 
studies in the US also point to a multiplicity of local usages inside queer 
communities, where sometimes transgender persons use the category to 
denote gender difference 1 ". Lebanese uses of the term are common among 
circles of activists, NGOs, middle and upper class Beirutis, and those exposed 
to specific transnational flows of media, online chat rooms, pornography, and 
cell-phone applications. Organizations such as Helem and Meem pushed for 
the use of “mithli” as a politically correct term in Arabic, and “mithliyya” for 
homosexuality (see “sexuality” for more historical use). 

L 


Transgender: is an umbrella term for persons who were assigned a gender 
and sex identity at birth that is inconsistent with the gender they identify 
with. On this basis, a transgender man or transman was assigned as female 
at birth and given the gender identity of a woman/girl which does not 
correspond to how he identifies (as a man). Similarly, a transwoman is a 
person who was assigned male sex at birth and defined by society as a boy/ 
man, which does not match how she identifies (as a woman). Despite being 
an umbrella term itself, the term transgender is sometimes represented with 
the term “trans*" in order to include an even wider variety of persons who 
do not fall on either end of the gender binary and whose identities, bodies, 
and performances include multiple movements across the gender spectrum. 


Bisexual: The term refers to a person who is sexually attracted to both 
men and women. Bisexuality in U.S. and European narratives often faces an 
erasure because it is seen as a temporary state in a linear process of “coming 
out” wherein a person may first choose to suggest that they are interested 
in both genders to ease their acceptance in their environment. Thus, because 
it retains the possibility of sexual attraction to the opposite gender, bisexual 
people are sometimes criticized by some queer persons or communities for 
being part of the heteronormative system, and at the same time pushed to 
become part of it by the heterosexual society (see heternormativity). While it 
can be argued that bisexuality reaffirms the gender binary in as much as all 
sexual identity categories, it also opens space for examining sexual fluidity. 


1 David Valentine, Imagining 
Transgender: An Ethnography of a 
Category, Durham, Duke University 
Press, 2007. 
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Transgender persons might sometimes choose to surgically transition from 
the sex they were assigned into another. Thus, the term “transsexual” 
denotes this transition. However, every person’s transition is different and 
does not have to entail a full transition nor follow the same process. 

In Lebanon, the term transgender is often used in its short form “Trans” 
among some transgender persons. Some transwomen and transwomen sex 
workers often employ terms such as “shemale” and “ladyboy” in referring 
to each other and when identifying their roles. NGOized discourses Find 
these terms derogatory, but it is central to examining how they manifest 
themselves inside the communities and not force an identity term on persons 
simply because it is more accepted in the transnational NGOized discourses 
and/or global LGBT politics. Lastly, sex-reassignment surgeries are possible 
in Lebanon, but require a very long procedure which is often the main 
obstacle . 


11 Ahmad J. Saleh, Adriana A. Qubaia, 
“Transwomen’s Navigation of Arrest 
and Detention In Beirut: A Case Study”, 
Civil Society Review, Lebanon Support, 
Issue 1, January 2015. 
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Masculinity 


Frequently attributed to men or boys, masculinity - otherwise known as 
manhood or manliness - is a set of context-specific behaviors and roles (i.e. 
head of heterosexual family such as “rijjal”, neighborhood defender such 
as the “abaday”), physical attributes (i.e. facial hair, able bodied, muscular), 
and personalized traits (i.e. dominance). Like femininity, masculinity is always 
contextual and historical, and is always situated in relation to broader 
gender norms in a given community. In addition, masculinity is often in 
negative relation to femininity; the two concepts are not only understood as 
associated with one gender, but also as mutually exclusive opposites. 

Academically, significant scholarly attention was dedicated to the study 
of masculinity in the 1980s, which was premised upon the study of men 
as men rather than as universal subjects. Anthropologists, amongst others, 
have showcased the wide variety of performances of and values given to 
masculinities globally and historically 5 . Academics such as Raewyn Connell, 
Jeff Hearn, and Michael Kimmel offered several grounding theories for the 
study of masculinity, and as a result, the field has come to form a crucial 
part of Gender Studies. In particular, Connell studied the multiplicity of 
masculinities and offered the term “hegemonic masculinity” to describe an 
overarching functioning set of norms that are practiced in a given community 
and which are premised upon elevating the social standing of a certain 
category of men over women, femininity, and other men. In most contexts, a 
dominant (or hegemonic) idea and embodiment of masculinity exists which 
in turn creates subordinate masculinities . Similar to the analytical function 
of intersectionality, this hierarchy of masculinities showcases inequalities 
among men which are often based on the marginalization of classed and 
racialized masculinities. 


Andrea Cornwall and Nancy 
Linsdisfarne, (eds.), Dislocating 
Masculinity: Comparative 
Ethnographies, London, Routledge, 
1994. 

Raewyn W. Connell, Masculinities, 
Cambridge, Polity Press, 1995. 

Jack Halberstam, Female Masculinity, 
London, Duke University Press, 1998. 

Lahoucine Ouzgane (Ed), Islamic 
Masculinities, London and New York, 
Zed Books, 2006. 


Further theorization focused on studying men’s spaces and relations with 
other men (homosociality), homosexuality, and men’s violence including 
militarized masculinities. Significantly, Jack Halberstam's research critiqued 
the equation that masculinity was always and only linked to men, opening 
up discussions on female masculinity as well as on masculine femininities 
and the complex relations between sex, gender, and performance. Regional 
studies focused on exploring definitions of “Islamic masculinities” which 
not only emphasized religion’s role in creating a masculine ideal, but also 
opened room for debating post-colonial identities and the role of colonialism 
in altering gender relations . 


Lebanese masculinities and femininities have been structured by a series of 
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Masculinity 


historical events, notably the civil war which offered a particular reshaping 
of celebrated “militiarized” behaviour in the Figure of the militia man . Further 
studies of masculinity in Lebanon have explored anti-feminine attitudes in 
the gay community and the quest to appear “masculine” in order to appear 
“heterosexual” . New debates are paying attention to the Lebanese state’s 
masculinist narrative of “masculinity under threat” through which women's 
rights, such as the right to pass on citizenship among others, continue to 
be curtailed . 

Local campaigns also focus on revealing the link between domestic violence 
against women and masculine behavior and thus they engage in a debate on 
the relationship between men, masculinity, and violence. Organizations such 
as KAFA have effectively exposed patriarchal masculinity’s role in practicing 
and normalizing violence against women. In some of the organization's 
campaigning strategies, KAFA attempted to present alternative non-violent 
masculinities, or “resistant masculinities to patriarchy” in which it sought 
to break links between definitions of proper masculinity and violence 
against women . In contrast, organizations such as ABAAD have focused on 
reframing masculinity without directly challenging or destabilizing normative 
masculinity 9 . 
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MSM : Men who have sex with men 


MSM is an acronym for Men who have Sex with Men coined in 1994 by 
specialists in public health in the United States . The term was specifically 
invented in the wake of the HIV/AIDS epidemic 2 , with the aim to ease 
reaching all men who have sex with men, including those who do not identify 
themselves as gay locally and globally. In the United States, the outbreak of 
the HIV and AIDS epidemic has vilified gay and queer men (and homosexuality 
overall) who were blamed for the spread of the virus which came to be 
derogatorily known as the “gay disease”. Subsequently, the categories of gay 
and queer gained renewed stigma due to this homophobic reaction, which 
also included a significant negligence on the part of the government in 
addressing the emerging health crisis . In this context, the term MSM sought 
to somewhat delink identity from disease in order to be able to better reach 
those men affected by it. 

Furthermore, defining the concept was necessary for public health 
practitioners and epidemiologists in order to study the impact of high-risk 
sexual behaviors on the health of men who were sexually active with men, 
regardless of their cultural, social and sexual identities. As such, the term 
was seen as an easy “neutral” concept to export abroad to African and 
Asian countries through transnational NGOs and public health policies (see 
NGOization). Further, the stigma placed on gay men as the cause for HIV/AIDS 
crisis and other STDs/STIs, led the UN member states to address the needs 
of people vulnerable to infections due to their sexual behaviors, urging local 
governments and civil societies to deliver prevention and health services to 
the newly outlined category of MSM . The term was adopted in Lebanon, and 
some Lebanese organizations have been involved in providing health care to 
MSM in cooperation with the Ministry of Health not only in HIV treatment and 
prevention but STIs and sexual health in general (see STIs). 
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In its emphasis on sexual acts and behavior and not on sexual identity, the 
use of MSM reflects an engagement with post-structuralist debates and 
analysis. Post-structuralist approaches to sexuality have challenged the 
idea that a stable and universal sexual identity exists, arguing that such 
a conception ignores cultural and historical differences (see LGBT and 
Sexuality). At the same time however, U.S. practitioners have critiqued the 
term precisely for avoiding “identities”, arguing that the term minimizes the 
importance of self-identification and rather alienates gay men who see that 
the term ignores their surrounding social lives and networks that form an 
inseparable part of their sexual lives and practices . 
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MSM : Men who have sex with men 


In Lebanon, the term’s perceived apolitical neutrality offered a convenient 
way for the Ministry of Health to avoid working publicly with self-identified 
gay men and avoid acknowledging them beyond their sexual practices, 
which remain punishable under law. Thus, for local activists and NGOs who 
work on raising the visibility of LGBT-identifying persons, using the term 
MSM appears as a contradiction in political strategies. 

Although MSM sexual activities include anal sex, oral sex or mutual 
masturbation, an emphasis on anal penetration (with an emphasis on the 
health risks of being penetrated as opposed to penetrating - see Sex Roles) 
has dominated the medical and public health field. This led to often ignoring 
the multiplicity of sexual interactions and identifications. Yet, despite the 
strong emphasis on men who are penetrated rather than penetrators, MSM 
can still miss many communities and categories. For example, kothis , who 
are a community of feminine men in India and who do not identify as men or 
as trans, but rather as women (and take the gender role of women, which 
to them includes being penetrated by a man), would not necessarily be 
included under the term MSM as field practitioners noted . At the same time 
however, in the U.S. context, MSM can and does include some transwomen 
as a subset category given that transwomen can still “share some biological 
risk factors with MSM” 1 ', including for example prostate cancer, and breast 
cancer in transmen’s case. What this multiplicity of the uses of the MSM term 
demonstrates is its specificity to a U.S. context and non-neutrality. 
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NGOization 


The term has been used to refer critically to the proliferation of non¬ 
governmental organizations, especially in developing countries and at the 
encouragement of large donor organizations. Features of NGOization in 
non-governmental organizations are: donor dependency, accountability to 
donors instead of beneficiaries, single-issue focus, emphasis on technical 
expertise, and moving away from grassroots organizing and mobilization 
thereby leading to depoliticization and support of the “anti-politics machine” 
of development 1 . 

In the 1990s, scholars writing on democratization associated NGOs with 
institutional decentralization; which refers to shifting social economic 
responsibilities away from a state’s authority (center) . Thus, establishing 
and funding NGOs was viewed as one method with much capacity for rapid 
social intervention and high accountability to citizens. In this sense, the 
multiplication of NGOs in developing countries was seen by the “northern” 
funders as a primary condition for the flourishing of civil society, particularly 
in postsocialist countries but also in postcolonial and modern authoritarian 
states - including the Arab states. Since then, critics of Northern/Western 
development policies have argued that NGOs are simply the favored 
institutional forms of neoliberalism, mainly because they helped ease the 
state’s withdrawal from social provision by providing minimal social services, 
and thus contained dissent and radicalization . 

The term NGOization emerged specifically from Latin American and 
Indian experiences with development politics and neoliberal economic 
imperialism. Author and political activist Arundhati Roy, who is a key 
critic of development politics, has named NGOs an “indicator species" of 
neoliberalism, provocatively arguing that “the greater the devastation 
caused by neoliberalism, the greater the outbreak of NGOs”'. Research 
on Palestine and Nicaragua has shown that NGOs have weakened GROs 
(grassroots organizations), despite the latter having significant social bases 
and a history of consistent mobilization . In the Lebanese context, NGOization 
is intimately linked with post-war neoliberal and sectarian politics, where 
sometimes the newly founded NGOs are co-opted by sectarian state politics 
rather than challenging them . 

Women’s organizations have been particularly susceptible to NGOization 
or at least have been the focus of most of the critique directed at the 
phenomenon. Islah Jad has noted that in the case of Palestine, the singling 
out of women as a target group might undermine collectivities built around 
national independence struggles . 
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NGOization 


N 


In Lebanon, the increased NGOization of women’s movements has had 
mixed results, but a clear professionalization trend can be observed . In 
addition, the quick multiplication of sexuality rights NGOs over the past 
decade demonstrates a preference for institutionalized professionalized 
approach and not community grassroots organizing, in a context where 
such organising attempts has had quite ephemeral lifespan at least since 
the late nineties. While efforts at community organizing from the bottom do 
exist, as several feminist and queer underground collectives continue to 
self-organize, observers tend to identify a certain tendency to follow global 
donor trends. These can be reflected sometimes in the adoption of a specific 
cause (the nevertheless crucial issue of migrant domestic workers for 
example, which can be argued has come at the expense of neglecting issues 
of other women workers locally) or in the choice of preferred structure 
(whether hierarchical, deliberately “non-hierarchical”, horizontal collective, 
or cooperative, etc) which can be argued is adopted through a process 
of negotiating on-ground experiences with power as well as with various 
globalizing trends. 

Recent scholarship tends to add nuance to the dichotomy between “NGO” and 
“social movement” arguing that the former “refers to status” and the latter 
to “a process” highlighting that the cleavage makes sense for the activists 
themselves which is also observable in the lebanese context. Leading 
researchers who were formerly very critical of NGOization are encouraging 
a more ambivalent reevaluation of the work done by non-governmental 
organizations, especially those focusing on women . They claim that the 
work of NGOs is not always completely NGOized. Rather, women’s NGOs 
always performed a hybrid function, as both feminist movement activists 
and providers of civil society technical expertise. Groundbreaking academic 
Sonia Alvarez claims that in the South American region, many women’s NGOs 
have been important producers and disseminators of feminist knowledge 
and contributed to the incorporation of at least some feminist ideas in 
development discourses . This reevaluation is important to consider in 
Beirut’s movements and in the Lebanese context at large. 
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When considering active women's rights groups in Beirut and their interaction 
with local communities, one can observe a reliance on the “mediatization” of 
particular issues such as domestic violence campaigns run by KAFA which 
then function to mobilize local communities . While such an approach serves 
to mainstream very urgent questions of violence against women, it directs 
their energy and funding toward changes in the law or ideology (see for 
example Kafa’s campaign against men buying sex 1 ), while sometimes also 


(iMjSaJI yi oUJvjJt Qgj Jsji) o jsuV( 


64 


Johanna Simeant, “La 11 
transnationalisation de Taction 
collective” in Olivier Fillieule, Eric 
Agrikoliansky, Isabelle Sommier (dir.), 
Penser les mouvements sociaux, Paris, 
La Decouverte, 2010. 

Sonia E. Alvarez, “Beyond 12 
NGOization?: Reflections from Latin 
America.” Theorizing NGOs: States, 
Feminism and Neoliberalism, Durham, 
NC, Duke University Press, 2015. 

Q m n j o^j n I I 

Bernadette Daou, “Feminisms in 14 
Lebanon: after proving loyalty to the 
‘Nation’, will the ‘Body’ rise within the 
‘Arab Spring’?", Civil Society Review, 
Lebanon Support, Issue 1, 2015 
pp.55-68. 


L-dic lv 5 >wui Lo ^q-qJI 

http://www.kafa.org.lb/kafa- .JilaLjjIg 
j_Sjjj 1 Lli - Lo - i 39 $J 1 /n e ws/8 0 
[ 15 / 09/2015 ojXdll ojLjJI] 


lIlo—ujjI ^Ixjjj jj—Q iq_xaoxxoJI Q-JJ-g—uJ-ll ov rloJl p jlIqJj l_iLuxx lx qx_ujjjjgoJI 

. i__l LlLls _Uji 11 J- 2 I 9 I xio q_Lol iJlgjJI q_ 2 jj_uj ol_jp 6} ini o'v nr ihnil i_li±lgLxo q_jx 

o.xg_pgo oxxloJI jj—o lIi! q.oxxoJI iV qJgoxoJI og q~^II ol ,j-o jO-xjJI u-Lcg 
j-jgSJIg qjg-uj-iJI jJjxjjj u-Q qh nili 6j_jli5 Qjj_uj i_liLxgopo J ocST JljJ -Ll Lo5 < J.qn IL 
q iLoJI lIi! (pll t-liLmlxil ^cLu-LI jjxo v i vVi Qg mljxJI J_jloj «LgJlS jO-rh ii xix 
q nhri II) ojxxo g iinti o Loir I Libpl uliLaLxiiJI o 'v nr lJjxSxjj qI Q-SuOJg .qxoJLaJI 

^-Lllg t JLLoJI ^Jjxjjj uj-L uliljxol^oJI Jj'LloJI CjILoIx JgLijj q_xoJbiJI q_aJLfJI 

jjJx t-liLijiiiJI t-liiLolaJI cLujjJI Lilinn JLoxJ l_iLllo ^Jx i-licLp LgJl Jg oil Q_SuOJ 
< l!xox “q_Loj_m j_jx” gl (cLroj-m clg_uj) qJjAdoJI qxjjJI jlxliil u_o gl (^-LxoJI ^gjLuxoJI 
qxj ooLoirl lJr J| jLm jLuislJI Ixifc q{ Jg oil Q-SuOjg .(jiJI «Q-Jiigbzj gl q tool q_Jxlop gl 
qhl mil J-oLajJLj jjxijiJI ,jJx ililj-p II Q-o q_cg-op-o Jg_n ^jzogl oV 11 q_j_Lox JlJ_o 

.q_-oJgg-oJI Cj Lx>LxiilJI t n li' S o g -°9 


q_jj ^—iLlLII joLujiiiiJI ij _q j—isLijd vijjLo \ I vi jjJ] oxjxxII qjljjjI jxll ( xxoJI J_xoj 
jjJI jJLojj” JgjLlI 0 lhm.n .11 Jl jL j-IcI ^Jx i “q_Jxloipl q_ 5 j^”g “qxogSLi j_jx cLoJclLo” 
qj_ujjJ|j 0 rihio J i^oll q| ^Jx cg_jAJI hi ujj Lo (“ojgjxjjj” ^Jl ^JlUlg “q_jxjxig 
v^gL-ujJI jj-Q q ih~> llo 1 ih il yj. 5 uOJ Lo I'v nrg ( ^oq moil t-lilh r'iiliJI /qjJq, jIiLUI 

jjJj ojxxilll oxjjxig ^gjLujJI ^-Q Ig \ o riI ^j-jjJI l j_jjiiljJI jj_il »_I1 j I_ig .^JUjUI 

icLrogSLJI j_jx lIiLoJojoJI q_j og_oj J-aaJJ LLLu j_i 5 l ^ i o^Lxj olv^Jx 

lIi! ohioJI J—ox Qg ihbJI ciJg nr o_xjjg . cLujjJI (jJx j_SjJ ^-Lll «_lJ Li q_^olixjg 

qjjLuijJI q-iogShll j_jx lIiLoJclloJI Cll J_i < J_oLJLj Ijxvjgo LojL q_rogSxJI j_jx 
l1iIj_o q_oliiog qh liiLi qjg_ujJ uliljljj’ I QQi/ngj t q hJiiio q nihgj t"i qIhinl LoJIhI 
ISxx ol J-JjLoJI lxig_uj oxjI^II q_Laj^l5lll (Oxjj'g . Jg_uj x^ ^Jx ^ixoJI g-Q^^JJ q linJ 
cLqj-q-oJJ I Silo ClL axjgixll Lj-iol ^-O qjjLujjJI ixogSLiJI j_ix t-liLoJcii-oJI l j-o I>jj 5 
qjg mill jlSLxjJJI (jAxj ^Lo^l ^-Q lixcLaLuj uliLoJdloJI o'v m 0 I 9 ‘LqJ Ij_jjjL ig qjg mill 
fQJULo i Jl o^Lxj yjh j hill xajg . cLlojjJI ^g_ixig-o JgLuj' u_Lll tiliLlh-SlI ^.o J-iilll ^x 
. V _J_5LS jjJLLjJJI ^gLujjJI ^j^g u-ligj-jj u_o gh niUJI lIi 15j_~v.II u_o Ljjgj-ixi IJ_ol ox_m 


i_liLxlorvJI g-o I QlrLoj'g i_ligj_Li qh t'riLiJI ol^-oJI 1^9g i_liLxgoxio j^JI j hill xJx 
jj- 6 “jOiLciJI ^JjLujg jol \ Vi ml” ^Jx ^Loixl og gg h ill ol £j-oJI u-^xxj ( q_LLxoJI 
^SgJ' u-xllg ‘u-d 5 ’ g nh io LmjjjJ ^JJI ■ n io I I i_liiLon J-xo iqJiao LiLAq 

v jlqj q_jjlnoII o'v nr >jl l j_^o [O-cjJI ^Jxg . q_xLxoJI i_liLxLorvJI q_xfaj' j^JI 1 m vir 
t-liLolh q-Sgj l_ qJ| U] (6lj-oJI x_iXi I n is?II q_xjAo q_iLaJJ qrxLoJI ^JjLluoJI |0_Loxj’ 
0 q_Lan iLLo j hil) LogJgjxjiJI gl 09-iLaJI i-liljxiaj' g_xi LgJjgoig LxLahxoJI 
1—1 1 hS ojxjjjI 1 jAjI oLpUl (j/r 01 jj-Q ^3-uxoj'g ( jlu-LJI i-iil o vS 11 JLxjJI clj-uj xjxi 
.t i unn q_jriLg LqjJq I Qomgj olj_oJI O-JJaloo q_clxiz3 v ~m i^S-xJI q nin II 


jg hinll oLxlj-o ^o ^^LxoJI ,jh 01 h 1 ijj ( o_LLcI O-xro g m La 5 g r^olx jJSjjjj 

l j_jJgxLoJlg ^-uiixll JxoJI uliLjjLij'g jjXjlxi'g LjlxJxoJIg jjxjJxoJI yjg o~i”g “^jxixll 
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NGOization 


falling into a discourse of victimhood that limits conceptualizations of 
women as agents and survivors. 

In general, and as explained above, principles such as “gender mainstreaming” 
and “LGBT rights” are strongly associated with transnational NGO politics 
and donor priorities, and often lead to ineffective and largely problematic 
adaptations. Yet, and despite of criticism of women’s, gender and sexuality 
rights’ groups such as KAFA, Abaad, and Helem and their often contradictory 
politics; these groups have been able to insert feminist ideas and anti¬ 
homophobic attitudes in mainstream discourses through the aforementioned 
legal efforts or media campaigns. 


N 
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q_LogSS II j-u: uliLoJdioJJ q_jJ_hg_ll j_f£ q_jjjLu_uJlj l_jg_Q I In liTjl “II_ujJ3 ilillg iinllg 
qjJl5^_uj|g q_Jlai3 j_Jl L LjI nlVi ^Jl I \ m Lo ULILcg -Q iloJI lIi! q^II iliLjgJgljg 
QjjLujjJI ^gg o "•> 11 iIjLcg-arLO j^JI qJig-oJI ^LqjjJJI Q-o (<xxjJI u-ic l j_SJ -J—JLfS xs* 
Lgj'LujLujjg «jO_Li q_ifl-oJig ^Lajlg 0 0 mLvi.o ,J_Lo <QjJLuxLJIg q_ijAi'illg 

jK nUI ^Ij^j 0-^° i-liLxg-ari-oJI o \ m ol Uj ‘OLplII Q-o >_u5 u_a Q_iAaliLoJI 

.ig II JiLii jj-o o^jLjjjJI iliLlhS II q_j_LLoJI q_uiil^5J cLj^Ls-oJI i_dJilg-oJlg Qjg_ujjJI 

.q_Lo_liciJI 1-I1 ll />~ill gl oiLcI ojg_ 5 j^oJI Q_jJgjLoJI 
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Orgasm 


The English term “orgasm” derives from the Greek “orgasmos”, meaning 
excitement or swelling. Definitions of the phenomenon have changed over 
time, and different definitions existed in various cultural spaces. Currently, 
there is no consensus on what an orgasm is, as a long-standing debate in 
the medical community about whether the orgasm is primarily a physical or 
psychological experience persists. Cultural theorists argue that this struggle 
to define orgasm creates sexual norms - often male and heterosexually 
centred - which facilitate social control and the policing of bodies and 
identities . 

Before the 18th century in Europe, the orgasm was described as a heat 
sensation that overcame the entire body and a quasi-metaphysical 
experience. In the late 1700s, the medical establishment began to localize the 
orgasm specifically in the genitalia and to describe it as a decidedly physical 
phenomenon . In 1918, the orgasm was already frequently described as the 
peak or climax of sexual activity - a conception that remains a mainstream 
understanding today 3 including across the Middle East. 


Thomas Laqueur, “Orgasm, Generation, 
and the Politics of Reproductive 
Biology,” Representations, 1986, p. 1-41. 

Ibid, p.7. 

Hannah Frith, Orgasmic Bodies: The 
Orgasm in Contemporary Western 
Culture, Palgrave Macmillan, 2015, p. 3. 

Ibid, p.9. 

Laqueur, op. cit, p.17 

Edward Erwin, The Freud 
Encyclopedia: Theory, Therapy, and 
Culture, Taylor & Francis, 2002. 

Cindy M Meston et al., “Women’s 
Orgasm,” Annual Review of Sex 
Research 15, No. 1, 2004, p. 175. 

8 Erwin, op. cit, p.588. 


Women’s orgasms have triggered more scientific curiosity and popular 
scrutiny than men’s. For example, an extensive study on human sexuality by 
Masters and Johnson, published in 1966, dedicated 100 pages to describing 
women’s orgasms and only 39 to describing men’s . Early 19th century 
medical experimentation convinced doctors that women ovulate even in the 
absence of sexual pleasure and thus do not need to climax in order to 
become pregnant. By the end of the 1800s, this argument had transformed 
into a belief that women are either incapable of orgasming or orgasm rarely . 
Diagnoses such as hysteria and anorgasmia began to appear at the same 
time, and were later transmitted into acquired colonies. 


The 20th century witnessed a great interest in categorizing orgasms in 
women across Western Europe. In 1906, Sigmund Freud - whose writings 
would also influence Middle Eastern psychological studies - advanced the 
thesis that young girls initially experience clitoral orgasm but transfer the 
experience of orgasm to the vagina in the course of their psychosocial 
development . Women who were interviewed by researchers in later studies 
described two different types of orgasmic sensations associated with 
clitoral and vaginal stimulation . The Masters and Johnson’s study, which 
was based on direct observation in a laboratory setting, disproved the thesis 
of the two orgasms and argued that vaginal contractions were present in 
women’s sexual climaxes regardless of how they were stimulated . While 
no evidence has been found to support the frequently-cited classification 
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“orgasmos” cLoJS g-o (orgasm) “oljjjIzJI adj^jJI” ^ Ihnno J^ljjjj 

jLo oj-aUnJI o 'v nv Gjlnjjaj Gjjlaj _^_og .^oJuALlI gl ojUlJI ^laj I t q_jJLigjJI 
^Lozv] ±1 . LLIh .q_dJlixo q_mLoj CjIcLiAq a n IT-Sn lGLqjjslj i_lijj_jg 
^alzioJI ,^£1 qJjg-h 6jlo lio ,jjjlnill Jljj ll ll t qnninII QjjjxjJI qjj&Lo Jgn cljlll 
cu mni jol qj.xjjJo q» inigII a_ulcjJI ll] Lo Jg_iv LojIo 0 thll 

Q-uicjJI i n ij-gj' (j-Q q_i q o j./o 11 o'v nv Jl Qg-jLQloJJI G9> InioJI i_ 5 >J 9 . JgJJ I ^oLd-oJI 
- q» jjjIzlII OJj^flJIg jg_SlJI Jg_zv jg noli Lo LilLc: — q_Ljjjln .xclgii min II 

. tliL-igg llg aLujoUL Sini'llg j^-cLojoIJI In i iA 11 Jg jjjj 
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^LlloI LgJL qji jalLlII q_ulcjJI i"i rung .Ligjgl ^,-Q _oLLII Qj n 11 J_jii 

G-oLLII Gj-Q-ll jlvlgl - q iqj>iqLjlo qj_uj Ojjjaj LqJL g qJ5 p mn II j-cxaj 6 jIj_aJLj 

qjJLuj Lilli cLAcUl qi uiig II q_ulcjJI j mm q nh II •Luujjg-oJI GjI.xj ( j-Ilc 

o_uicjJI lIu'L .1918 joLaJI ulg . I ohci ojjaj 6j_mLla Lgiuogjg v ivni'll q^vg u-L 
g nvg - qJgjl gl 0 jjj-igII JnLujlII ^gl Lg_iLi oLjplII g-° t n mgj qjumzJI 

,h uiglll G)j_ujJI qnlnio ilJJl ^ Loj t jogjl IajLlu 1Aqo jiLuli Jljj ll jg ir\'i 

j_r5l ^-Lg-u'jJI ^g-jLQjlIlg ^j-oloJI Jg Anil cLujjJI aIc qjujjizJI q_ulcjJI GjjUI a_qJ 
q_Lg_uj-o cLujIja i "i ( JLloJI Jju_uj v^-L .JLvjJI .xlc qi min II cLujxjJI G-° 
jj-Q Cjj_ulig Qg migzvg jji_ujLo 0 Aril ^g-ijAJI Ltivlcl ( qjj_ujjJI qjJl uti^ll 
q_zv£uo 39 J-iLdo olj^oJI jLx q t mn II cLulcjJI i_o_iogJ q ~vtSi/n q_Lo d966 |oLsiJI 
^Jjl g nh II t—ijl gill i 11 j__s 2 _Lq I ^_og . J-^vjJI ^lc qjL migll q_ulcjJI i_o_iogJ h ntS 
olLII l-jLic jjAjjj' olj^oJI gL Zllblll j_1lc ^-^LlII Gj-oJI ^J-JIgl i_ 3 -Q 

qjlgJ JgLig .ILoL ^j. ir \T Lgj'gj3 Jg_iogJI ^Jl ^JLLILj llg ( gtnngII 

yLC Lo] olj-oJI gL g fAl , " 1 l g^' 1 ' q II o 'v nv l!uL 5 t j-lix ^-'-'-iLLlI Gj-^-II 
q_iir: Gj-ogJI } q h i ta^g . 1 Qg I fT L 0 J 0 gl qjL xuigJI <ljjlr:jJI ^ 9 -Lj ^-Lc oj^Lq 
( qjL jjj-igJI q_uicjJI ^J] Jg_iogJI qJLl_ujlg LjJLuxgJI J-Lo iliL/nrS jjjJlII g-° 

I Qilr ^JgJLuJooJI GjIj-oi^Luj-oJI ^Jl 1 n->lJ ■"■ Ini 


£LujllI qjujjizJI CjLujxjJI t n l i m T LoLolal G 9 J-‘LaJI G>HJI vq ilg 

^iJI - ^Jgj-Q oJg-cxli-uj jolii (1906 joLsdl 0 no .cLjjjIJI Lgjgl tLiil 
G] Jgrii q-ngjJcil - In nigUI ^gj_ulll qjLuxdjJI GjLujIjjJI 1 jojI qJ'LLiS GjjJ'I 
q unin II q_ulcjJI qjj^li’ J^' LglSJ t qjjInill qnnin II q_ulcjJI qjl^l >n'Vi oli'nII 
^ 5 j^vI ^J'lgJJI cLu-iJI ili_Qjog _^_og . ^j-cLol^lllg ^-lllqjJI Lag/xi rLij'l J_j^oJI ^J] 
In f'ijj' qjLuj-izJI cLulcjJI jJjxxjjjLI g-o G-pJlixo G-^O-* xlilLiliLoJI J Q 0,0 G 9 -LLJI 
^j-lllg GQ migng jjl_ujLo Ltulnl ^-111 0_ujIjjJI LoI . J_Lg-oJlg } Inill ojIjjLujLj 
qJjLoJI cLzvgjJalJI t' l a no ( j-uixoJI jUnl ^,.0 6j_ujLloJI q_Lolj-oJI ^J] GjaILujI 
ogjlll OAgzvgo) qAlxg^xJI ■"iliolmi ill qL 0 iniII ^g_ij_oJI Lqjlq 
jg-iaJI joJj |oJ G-P 0-^9 ■ Lgj'jllLujI q jlqjlS G-^ j-Llll 1 jA1j oIjaxII qx min II 
p «“in; ^5 j>J lg q_j aIq mi' mil I joJj Lo LllLc lS-LII ■ » ii«o»ll [O^caj J-J-i Csl 
UJLi'g “q_iooj” ^jlvlg qA-uiizv q_ulcj j^JI qjjLujjJI q i at in II GjLuIcjJI 

£ 1 j/vf 111 gI j Lf 11 ^j-ujj' GjJgLij' ,^111 cuoLolJI q nln II liiL-illl Gjjjjl ( 9 “q 5 j 1 jj 1 o” 
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Orgasm 


o 


of women’s orgasms into “vulval”, “uterine” and “blended" , more medical 
research into the anatomy of the clitoris demonstrated that the internal 
parts of the clitoris may be involved in women’s experience of so-called 
“vaginal orgasms” . 

Feminist texts from the 1970s argued that the vaginal orgasm was a myth 
meant to deny women clitoral pleasure and make them submit to male 
penetrative sex 11 . Alternative, lesbian, and queer feminisms, mostly emerging 
from the U.S., Canada, and parts of Europe has also pushed for non-orgasm- 
centered view of sexual intercourse and re-prioritization of bodily pleasure. 
In Lebanon, two generations of leftist feminists (in the 1970s and the 2000s) 
have engaged with a variety of feminist literature on sex and sexuality. 
Sexual pleasure is tackled indirectly through the delivery of psychosocial 
services to women survivors of domestic violence, where they describe their 
experiences with marital rape and express their lack of pleasure during 
intercourse. However, the debate about sex and women’s pleasure remained 
in the personal and intimate circles of those groups and did not directly 
reach to political agendas and public discourse . Some activists explain 
this political gap by the unsafe context, where they fear violent reactions 
against them from the community they are working with, or from religious 
institutions. Sociological studies today continue to point to an “orgasm 
gap” between women and men in heterosexual relationships wherein men's 
orgasms are prioritized and more frequent than women’s . It is in this sense 
that women's orgasm continues to be a political issue tied to the liberation 
of women’s bodies and their right to control over their own pleasure 1 . 


9 Meston et al., op.cit, p. 175. 

10 Emmanuele A Jannini et al., “Female 
Orgasm (s): One, Two, Several,” The 
Journal of Sexual Medicine, No. 4, 2012, 
pp. 956-65. 

Margrit Bruckner, “On Carla Lonzi: 
The Victory of the Clitoris over 
the Vagina as an Act of Women’s 
Liberation,” European Journal of 
Women’s Studies 21, No. 3, 2014, pp. 
278-82. 

Bernadette Daou, “Feminisms in 
Lebanon: after proving loyalty to the 
‘Nation’, will the ‘Body’ rise within the 
‘Arab Spring’?”, Civil Society Review, 
Issue 1, 2015, pp.55-68. 

13 Frith, op. cit, p. 2. 

14 See for example Maya El Ammar, 
“#OccupyYourBody: Liberate your 
Vagina”, Sawf al Niswa, 9 June 2014, 
available at: http://sawtalniswa.com/ 
article/236 [Last accessed 29.8.2015]. 
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(-liLuicjJr’JL L;? iLujj LoJ cLlllLII jLjliil u-Q oJjLujj ol o-^°^. j In til 

. “q_jJ_Lg-oJI QJL mo II 

qji jujIzJI q_ujj:jJI oL-! jQj i/nioJI Qj_n.ll illLijjaj —uj q—° Qjq mill (jzag mill ill aaLa 

jj—ll Lgj o n\Tg cL_ijJaill 03_UI Q—o olj_oJI qLoj 3 ^Jl i n\ qT q_nljii AjLzua q_jJ_rg_aJI 

q_J_LoJlg cUjjuJI Qjg_ujJj| ililjLilll log in A-ng . llliJI ^g hoaII 

jj-Q Ligjgl Q-o Jj-iilg I^J 5 g 6\ Vi'nII iliLillgJI Q-o I Qnlnoo jj_j ^Jlll j_ig 5 Jlg 
oUJI g_nj oaLcJ u-og iQjjjjizJI Q-umjJI Jg_A jg^xoJj ll ^LojaJI ojJdi aLaIcI 

i_iL jLu-uJI iliLig_ujjJI Q-o O-LLjp ^j-obzj «OL-i-f-l LjgJg-UI loLno qjA lllaJI 

q_cg_LLo §_cgxo-o g-o (qJJUJI q in lUl Q-° J9-UI x Hg Qjj-uiflJI Oj-O-ll ill LiJA2-j-uJ u-^ 1 ) 
oaJJI y^J\ ^gjJojJI joJjg .QjJLujjjgJIg ^g-iziig-o JgLiJj ^5aJI v_S 9— lu-LII i_iaJJI q-° 

jjJI q_rnLoJ^iJjlg Q t nttSill iIiLoaIaJI jQ-J vn'i J ll S Q-° oj_jjjLlo j_jx q ojjiaj Ojl jjjlia II 
jl hj jj-Q i—_it ini'rill cLul qJJ-jjjln Lo Q nmi ill—p t^Jji-oJI i n iqII Q—° iIiLlaUJI 
J_La (iILIa o-° jO_cjJI u-1^9 .^LojaJI cLiil oa-UL QjAjg-Q_LU joIa-oJI Q-c 0-)>^9 II 

q nm~>llg gnnS n’tII JmLijjgill Ijg 6lj_oJI olJg Jg a riill 

. joLaJI 1 —j 1 hSilg qjj_ujLiuJI «_HiIa_ L^JJI 6j_ujLlo J mi joJg (iliLcg-aiuxll ilLLi 

a| (Q-ol j-*£ lijbijjj Ag-^gj qj-ujUiaJI og Anil o'\ m ililh niUJIg qjJq iTilill JJ-szj 

0-0 9I q-2-O Og-LaflJ QjjJI g-OJAA-oJI 0 ^° (O q dj-ix J-2-Q -i9-ij l g 0 7I9J ol Qg nVS 1 
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Patriarchy 


Patriarchy is a social structure in which men have power over women. 
Etymologically, the term derives from the ancient Greek “patriarchies’’ 
meaning older males, and refers to the paternal ruler of families, tribes 
or churches. In classical anthropology, “patriarchal structure" refers to 
families, social groups, work and political structures in which men hold the 
positions of power 1 . For European and North American feminists, patriarchy 
is a social system of masculine domination over women . In the Lebanese 
context, feminist anthropologist Suad Joseph has defined patriarchy as “the 
privileging of males and seniors and the mobilization of kin structures, kin 
morality, and kin idioms to legitimate and institutionalize gendered and aged 
domination” . The same system is also often referred to as “abawiya" in 
Arabic and in some activist communities, which highlights the figure of the 
father as the patriarch. 

Patriarchy as a structure of oppression (rather than structure of kinship as 
Joseph conceptualizes it) was initially theorized by US-based, 1960s “radical 
feminists” (see Feminism). They defined it as the primary, fundamental social 
division in society and argued that it was being maintained through men's 
control over women via the institution of the family, rape, violence and 
denial of bodily autonomy . Marxist feminists split from the initial radical 
feminist groups; they rejected the individualistic assumptions on which the 
radical feminist notions of patriarchy were based . For Marxist feminists, 
men’s domination over women is a result of capitalist exploitation and is 
dependent on class relations, as well as a result of systemic and institutional 
discrimination (see Power). In the late 1960s, Marxist feminists focused on 
understanding how patriarchal arrangements dictate women’s performance 
of unpaid housework and care labor (see Work). 

“Dual systems theory", proposed by Heidi Hartmann in 1979, was meant to 
be a synthesis of radical and Marxist feminist positions, and argued that 
capitalism and patriarchy were interdependent, mutually-beneficial but 
distinct systems of oppression . In a later formulation which drew and 
expanded on the “dual systems” paradigm, bell hooks spoke of “imperialist 
white-supremacist capitalist patriarchy” in order to emphasize the 
intertwined functioning of several systems of oppression . Theories of 
patriarchy were a core issue in the 1970s Anglo-American feminist movement, 
but this type of totalizing theorizing lost its appeal as post-colonialism, 
post-structuralist deconstruction and identity politics became more visible 
in 1980s and 1990s academia and grassroots progressive politics. 
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0 lhhO,o (jjjLuJj .cLujjJI ^3—Lc Q_m qhl mil JLjajJJ ^-xIoIaI ^ol hi hill 
(jiJI q_jJUgjJI “patriarchies” cLoJ 5 ^ (patriarchy) ^j_ji5Jill “g-rSjjjhtll” 
.jjjj-jLlSJIg J-Jlinllg lIiILjLsiJI cLoxj cLiUI Lgj a horiig <jg_ 5 jJI l j^o v j_lu_II jLr 5 
CjlULaJI ^JJ “jj-SjjjJqjJI joLIdjJI” ^ Iht/nn jjLujj .oaSa-lliJISJI LogJgjgjjjlII ^3.0 
2-olg-o JLajJI IQin ^yJgjj ^iJI q-Lj-ulmiJIg qjj_gxxJI l1iLlI5jl 0llg qjxLoiA_lJI lIiI in llg 
diSjjjh 1 1 L a horij <qjJlxx-ujJI l 5 j_i^lg Lgjgl L3 -n i_liLig_uJjJI dj-ujjJL . qhl mil 
i"i njx ^gLi_ujJI ^-ng . cLuiiJI In q_ijg 5 ^JI q_L04$JJ 1 ^ j _cLoiIaI hi 

J 1 i/~uVi” I q il er _ Lc g_iSjjjhill t n jjgzi aLq_uj qjg mill q—iAgJgjgjlilJI q _ oJLszJI 

gjj—uiiJ I q’i'I-n llh 1/tig Lgj’LjijjJiilg Q jIj_qJ I L;r _ij J lLgi_uilg Li_uJ j iS_LlIg jg-S-iJI 

1 vr\ 1 1 jLujjg . “ 1 q 1 uiniLog j^xaJIg (^.cLalAlJI ^g—LlI jaljjjI O-ojliiJI ojhi jujJI 
hLjjjgl (jh 52J L;j _Qg q-JJj^iJI q_S 2 _UI ^,-0 “q_igj±ll” ^ Iht/ooj q uini ^ol hill ^Jl 
^ouLcjJI g n*/og_j l_i±II ojg_iZ 3 ^-Lc qJlI-AJJ i_lilh_ujLiJI /pih nilLlI 

i tS j^gj ) hil) |Oj_i4D_LoJI Oj-Q-II ^ 3 -Q i_1iLjl5jax>JJI “i_1iLjJ15jaIjJI iJjLig_ujjJI” lIu'15 

La5 Cj 11 in I joL_hi5 _Ll) ^ o/aq joLhiS g_rSjjjhtll j hi l j—o Jgl (qjg jjjJJI 

|OJL-ijj-QjJI LqJLj g-rSjjjhfII x.ag .(t n ijgA aLs 2 _uj 1 gnj!aj 

q_ jl_LjLs2JI q_uj_ujg-oJI JiLa cLujjJI u-lc JLajJI 6;hi m j_lc qJlmo LgJLj Q-JAAhg 

<l1iLi_lll5jLoJI i_liLig_ujJjl Lol . qj \ uia II qjJ llrii' mill ijl-o.pJlg » n iq llg 1 —j! tnirlllg 
OjjIajxJI t-liLziiljjjiJJI (j-iAojg ( Q_jJg_UI cLjJISjaIjJI qjg_ujjJI i_liLcg-oJA-oJI ,j_c Li^aqJLq 
t-liLg mill jjJI dj_uj_iJlji3 . q_r5jjjJAjJJ i_1iLjJ15jaIjJI i_liLig_ujjJI qcS L_q_jJ] aILluI ^-iJI 
^olaj' u-ag t^yJLcxjjjljJI JilsJLujiJI jjJ| cLujjJI u-lc JLjajJI ojJojl jjj Ag_ 2 J ilIjLi-luSjLoJI 
.(qhl uj.II i £Ljj-gJ } hil) qj-uj-ujg^xJIg q-LoLujJI q-Qjni'll q At tig .q jlqjJqJI i-lil-Q-lLgJI tjJx 
joLhjJI tjoj-Q q mji5 Qn l1jLj_lu5jLoJI i_liLig_ujJjl i_HiJ_Sj <lIjLjj-jj_ujJI j-^lgl u-Qg 
} hil) ojg-^LoJI j_jx ojLcjJI uliLoAAg q_jJ j_LoJI JLoxllLj (oLmJI cLujjJI u-Jx ^.SjjjhjJI 

.(J-tAfiJI 1 _Q—IJJ2J 

(j-Q “q_j^gAj-oJI q nhi_LlI a ijhi” ^j-h JlLii l j^o tOLxxjjlm ^Aula CjJgLA a_qJ 
oLj ilcLAlAg t^^-uiSjloJI ^ 5 g_uj_Lllg ^JLSjaIjJI ^g-ujjJI ^inngaxJI <1979 ^oLoJI 
oJaLixo q_sLolo Lagh jjj'g l >Aa 2 _i ^J-c Lo-QjAsj pi q-iSjjjhillg qjJLx-ujIjJI 
^Ag^oJ ^J] 6 ajJ_ialo q_CLA_Ll q_cLjZ 3 (j-ng . Q ll innin oLolhJ Lcxg-LSJg 

jj-SjjjJqj joLhJ” jj-c jjjj-SgJA J_ju lLljaaj <q_ir: ojg hog “q_j^gAj-oJI q nh iill” 
Ui-LoJI J_^OA 2 JI u-Lc AJA^jjjjJJ I OaL—UJJ ,j^OgX ^lo—LLlIj 

qj_ujLuj| qJLiALo q-iSjjjhill Jg_u lLiLjJqjJI i_liJl5g . 6 Lc q_iS 2 -oii q ah ill 

j»h i V11 Qo (Cg-Lll ol -HI <iLil luaj-ui II aiSjxol-gloJlII qjg_ujjJ| q5jjaJI ^aJ 
a^s 2 _j Lo q jlSjlSLqJlJ1 9 jLolSlLujIII a^slj Lo ■"il ijhi jg gh 2-0 A nn ^g-o-ujJI 

Cj LujIjlujJI (^ng q_JLOJAL5iJI hLujgiJI L - 3 _n 2 — lJJ 9 1 Q-Jg-gJI LliLujljLujg djgjujJI 

.CiLusLjjjjJIg lIjLjjjJLoJJI J_LLa qjj.o_ujJI g in vn'ill 


^Mln'i-Qiill / “^y^jjjhj-gjiiJI” p »hiVII Jgzi ^Ij-uj ^oLuj-a q_Agj_hl ol O^f- 1 -^9 
cLoloJI LliLujiiLLoJI jj-Q ojLqJJ OjJ'gx (1988 joLoJI u-Q i_1ij_ujJ) ojjjaiJI lIiLs^xo-OlU 
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of Arab societies (published in 1988) has proved very influential in public 
discussions on patriarchy, kinship and political structures in the MENA 
region. Sharabi argues that the Arab world’s relations of social and economic 
dependency with Europe have led to a postwar “distorted and dependent 
capitalism” which created a petty bourgeoisie whose mentality was 
patriarchal (i.e., traditional - in his understanding) in spite of certain modern 
trappings. Sharabi's book problematizes the continued dominance of “the 
Father” in family and society and the power of extensive kinship networks. 


I Hisham Sharabi, Neopatriarchy: A 
Theory of Distorted Change in Arab 
Society, Oxford, Oxford University 
Press, 1988. 

II Ibid, p. 132. 

12 Suad Joseph, op. cit, pp. 465- 486. 


P 


Building on the works of known feminists such as Nawal Saadawi and 
Fatema Mernissi and departing from their critiques of patriarchy specifically 
as male domination over women, Sharabi also argued (in passing) that such a 
distorted, simultaneously traditional and modern system is doubly oppressive 
to women . However, for him, the nuclear family (as opposed to the extended 
family) is inherently democratic, a form which enables equalitarian, romantic 
love, a social institution which provides “the necessary (but not sufficient) 
ground for the liberation of women" . Such a stance can be contrasted to 
European and North American feminist critiques of the nuclear family and the 
division of labor within it. 


Arab gender scholars have contested the European and North American 
feminist formulation of “patriarchy”. They also pointed out that patriarchy is 
not immutable or inflexible, even in apparently highly traditional societies. 
Anthropologist Suad Joseph showed how Western psychoanalitical notions 
about anti-patriarchal struggle as the quest for individuation and autonomy 
cannot describe the way in which her Lebanese informants, men and women, 
conceived of themselves as a part of others, intimately connected to extended 
families, albeit ones structured by age and male privilege. She highlights, 
however, significant fluidity in relationships within and between families 
as well as the importance in Arab contexts of brother-sister dynamics in 
reproducing patriarchal power . 


While characterizing the Arab countries as the “patriarchal belt” or “classical 
patriarchies”, Deniz Kandiyoti nevertheless argues that women actively or 
passively resist men's domination and renegotiate gender relations. In her 
examples, women relied on strategies such as manipulating the affection of 
their husbands or sons to ensure some power positions and status within 
families. She calls such attempts at making an unjust system temporarily 
work in one’s favor “patriarchal bargains”. Some women might be skeptical 
towards anti-patriarchal (i.e. feminist) organizing because a potential new 
system offers them no guarantee of even the possibility of bargaining - 
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Hisham Sharabi, Neopatriarchy: A 10 
Theory of Distorted Change in Arab 
Society, Oxford, Oxford University 
Press, 1988. 

.132. jza <<uuoi gaj-oJI 11 

.cuuAj' £?>oJI «Suad Joseph 12 
.465-486 -or. 


JLcx-ujg In jjjgUI ^gj-ujJI q_a_h_Lo qj-ujlujiJI cLohilllg ^jjiiJIg cuSjjj kuJI Jg_A 
CjaI Lgjgl ojaI in mlllg cunlaplll qjLQjjJI CjLqILc JL u-jIj-uj -Lmjj.pl 

LajgAJ i"i ni'il n—ij nil Lo ojJp “q_ajlig Q-Sig-uix) qjJLa_ujlj” jgj_j ^Jl 
( (jjjlj-uj i i urn i Oj i uln'i i^l) q_i5jjj-h_j a »lnr i_11j I Js culolOjUI qJjJii ajjlgpjgj clqjJq 
q_uxm qjJlS_jjjj ^jIj-uj l_iLjl 5 0 jJajg .q_il vnll jg_uj-Q ,jh o i jO^cjJL 
.q_g_uJIgJI qjIjiiJI qhl nig gpilLoJIg qJjLoJI ^ ojpjLujjqJI 


U_o Lq lilnilg q-oJnlag ^$gl.xg-ujJI Jlg_i5 lIiIjjlq hi i_liLig_ujJ JLacI tj-Lc 2l_Li 

I in 1 1 Jg qj icLujJJI JLajJJ ojhi m 1 Qomgj g-rSjjjhill q_mliij J m vri i 

g-oii u_-o ■ n c I lAj , LsLo jj| ^.q LuA^g L ai Ini' ( l'\ q*t Lmgjjxo LoLhj Jj (j-jln JSLjjj) 
q_j-hljno ia (qfi_iLgxJI q-JjlaJI i_oiLiij) olg ill oj_ujiJI ( q_ jJI Qj_ujjJIj u_SJg . cLujjJI 
(6lgLuj-oJLj oLdjJa £_LoJj II u^J-iLogjJI i.t n II g-oJj ( a-o_ujj q_jJj 0 nrg ( I q Toil Ini 
. “olj—oJI jj. Vi I (jj-olSJI j_jx l j_SJg) ^jgj in II ^Llo-III” l j_ogj q_rnLaigl q_ujjjjgaog 
^^jxolllg jjjgjgiJI ^ 5 g jjjJJI apjJI u_jjg i n rig^xll I v m u_jj (jn nlilJI jl Qhl l j_5uOjg 

- I q i n J^opJI jOJi_ujiiiJg olg ill oj_ luJJJ ^Lo-ulll 


q_r5jj-olllg Q j_igjg_LlI q_clnnII ^-cLxIa-I-II ^g ill Jl ^-Q i_ jj_qJI Qg i'nLiJI aJp \ ng 

jj-Q vj-O (6a-oLa gl q_jjLj 6j_pllI Jl ^Jj IgjLLIg . “q_rSjjjhjJI” J QjJLo—ujJI 

aLq—uj q_pgJgjgjjj.il I q—oJLJI Llij_gJdlg .oa^jjjj q_ iajlIqj I_gJ I gApj ^-Lll uli Ls 2 -ojdi-oJ I 

ojLrlnlj g_r5j-ijhill ^Ij mil Jg-P ojjjpJI L 5 _uaqjJI J_Jja 1 II p-mlcLO Jl 1 Q & i_Q_ijgri 
ijg tiLijJJI LmgiALo j-i-ixl i o j(5 j mcST ol Q 5uOJ ll gJ lint jjjlllg cLjajAJI g n i La2_uj 
ojg q.2—ujg-oJI i_Hj_LLjLs 2JL) q_]jnJI ^ QjJgg g rgnn/r l j—o lcj_g mnil <Ul_Ajg SLujJ 

u_Lc rg in II hi ihjj i n jjgp J_SJg .q-jjaxaJIg q_jjg5jJI i_Hil jl_ j_Lo Jj I I Qnhii' lIlj'15 

^Jxg iL iAszj I q in9i tj-Jjg LliiLilfiJI o_in idg nlo g ni u—Lc O-jjjlJjlijJI i-lil n lloII 
i_1iLqLj_ujJI jj-Q q_r5jjjJajJI qhl mil ^Ljj| 6aLc| u_q uli-diJIg ^Ul Q-jj uIiLloLuaJI q_uxml 

. q_LjjJ2JI 


gl “^gjSjjjiajJI 1 J_aJ I ” Lq il u-Lo <Ljjja2JI Jg a_ II i tS imi' ^JigjAilS j_jja Jl u-Qg 

q_uxuii l j_ J ogloj cLujjJI JLj i_iUa o p rjJI ^-Li p ^h i «“qjiSj-jjjilSJI Llil5j-jjhjJI” 
Q jj s'7 H LliLoiLdl ■ ** i ~\i II OA^sijg i J-old j-p gl J-d-Q g ni gig m < JLgjJI 
L_j_ciilll5 iPLpjjljjLujJJI (jn oi olj-oJI I 7 1 j (^^J'gjAJlS 1 qo voi ^Jlll oJ-LoUl 0 on 
(jj Ihig .oj_ujiJI Iq moil qJlS^oJIg qhl mil (jn o i pi a in I I q ill gl 1 q ^gj t n hlgjaj 
olj-oJI pJIm I JaLsJI j_p ^ 1 hi ll J j g~M ^Jl cLoAlgJI ulillgl ~\xxJI o'v nr 
^aLloJI inLulLlI jj-Q cLujjJI (jA- 2 J lL15Ljjjj Lojj .“q-rSjjjh ill uliLogLuxoJI” ojLx LldgaO 
i_rjl5uo| J qI !j mni ll J_-ojaxo a^aa ^ol hi ^l JU (^5g mill JaLiluJI ^1) q_r5jjjJnjJJ 

LmgaOjinig v ^ II J_ojao u-Lc ugh iiillll LaAdL ul 1 _QgI So 0 nrg — Q-ogl_uj_oJI 

. ^J'gjAjL^ ^j mV Lo5 


olj-fJIS) uLi-|Jg ^-3—ij-cJI ^oJLaJI ^-o q_UA2_ujJI (j-oln'iII oj_plJI i-lilj-QhojJI ^pigj'g 
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a fear which should be treated seriously and respectfully by activists, as 
Kandiyoti suggests . 


Deniz Kandiyoti, “Bargaining with 
Patriarchy.” Gender S Society, Vol.2, 
No.3,1988, pp. 274-89 


Recent manifestations in popular culture in the Arab world and Lebanon 
(such as television shows) suggest a reinforcement of patriarchal structures 
by stressing that masculinity is public whereas femininity should be 
confined in the realm of the private 14 . In this context, NGOs and activists 
try to spread the use of the term “patriarchy” (batriarqiyya or ‘abawiyya) in 
order to question the system. Still, the meaning is obscure for a majority of 
people and its signification often distorted. The idea is misunderstood or 
sometimes not understood at all, leading to accusations of man-hate rather 
than widening the debate. 


14 Zeina Zaatari, “Desirable 
Masculinity/Femininity and Nostalgia 
of the “Anti-Modern”: Bab el-Hara 
Television Series as a Site of 
Production”, Sexuality £ Culture, 
Vol.lS, Issue 1, 2015, pp.16-36. 
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Deniz Kandiyoti, “Bargaining with 13 
Patriarchy.” Gender & Society, Vol.2, 
No.3,1988, pp. 274-89 

Zeina Zaatari, “Desirable 1A 
Masculinity/Femininity and Nostalgia 
of the “Anti-Modern”: Bab el-Hara 
Television Series as a Site of 
Production”, Sexuality & Culture 
Vol.19, Issue 1, 2015, pp.16-36. 


^jLuj 6jg_5jJI u-Lc _ujjjI jjl 9 rct q_r5jjjJajJI u-jjJI jj_aj Lo oLj (iLLo q_jjgjjiLljJI 

Jgl ~\i Ixja jj-Q . (j^l Sll j.jSII qJ'gjjJI 0 nri vjl jj-ajjj u-Q J_LLc 

IL ^ .qIvST nil |<x4o^2J ililh niLjJI mliMg o_LOQ^-tII j_jj: CjLoJdLoJI ,j-0 
I v m u—La-o 0 qjj l j_SJg -fO—jLoJI -oLidjJI cucj_ujj ■jJj.S^jj-uJJ (q_ig_jiJI gl) g—Ljjjkn II 

.q_mg_ulo q_i_Ll_LL Qg Sj Lo LLILg t I _Lll ^JJ q_j_ujjJlj 1 innii ( d_L kuzxoJI 

Lo rOLp-lJI (j/f o i ^3-0 I c\ llhj I QnQti jO_Lj ll gl q_j o^g i/nonll oj-SoJI qcS cLuxig 
.^jLl oill g ala g-i_ujgj Lzijgn JLijJI oj_5j uliLoLgj'l jJiLksj v _- 3 _II 








Power 


Power stems etymologically from the latin “potere” and is related to the 
French “pouvoir”, both of which mean “to be able”. Power as a concept 
is widely debated, and points of disagreement are manifold. One of the 
main points of debate is whether ‘power’ means ‘power-over’ or ‘power- 
to'. ‘Power-over’ denotes a relationship of unequal force, while ‘power-to’ 
refers to an ability or a capacity to act. Another way to divide debates 
on power is by distinguishing between action-theoretical conceptions 
(referring to particular actors or the individual capacity to act) and systemic 
or constitutive conceptions of power (“power as systematically structuring 
possibilities for action, or, more strongly, as constituting actors and the 
social world in which they act”). 

Feminism as a political current and social movement incorporates, 
in different contexts and periods, all the notions of power: power over, 
power to, power as actor-centric and as operating structurally. Liberal 
feminist thinkers most often analyze power as a positive resource to be 
redistributed to women. Phenomenological, radical and socialist feminist 
approaches discuss power as domination and may refer to it alternatively as 
“oppression”, “patriarchy” or “subjection” (which is for example prominent 
in Nawal Saadawi’s conceptualizations). Intersectional approaches advocate 
for developing a framework for understanding power which grants equal 
weight to gender, race and class-based subordination, as well as markers 
that are relevant for each particular context such as sectarianism, or 
sexuality (see Intersectionality). 

In post-structuralist feminism, Foucaultian notions according to which power 
is not primarily repressive but rather both repressive and constructive have 
been extremely influential across the European, North American, and to a 
certain extent Middle Eastern feminist works. Michel Foucault also theorized 
the interaction between power and the body through his conceptualization of 
“disciplinary power” which is productive of docile bodies made controllable 
by the state and social institutions. These conceptualizations are salient 
in feminist critiques against state control of women’s bodies, including in 
Lebanon (see Hymen). Lastly, the 2011 Arab Revolt protests have included 
significant criticism from feminists against authoritarian state power over 
women’s bodies including various activist acts, while various waves of 
feminist protests in Lebanon have pointed directly at the state's role in 
perpetuating the subjugation of women through policies that limit their 
bodily rights (see Sex and Bodily Rights). 


Marxist conceptions of power as domination and as operating through 
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Ja_jijjg “potere” q_jJjJ_LUI 0 -OlISJI uJj ^AlAY 1 V 1 III qJj^Lj a In I Hill ^ LLazao aq pi 
|Og_ 0 jiLcxS oJaLujJIg ojoJiH” pi liqT CjLuxlSJIg „“pouvoir” 0 _i_ujJgAjl cLalSJL 
| 0 _ffil ■ A ll nII Ini A i I qI gn pT \ cig iijjLlajJ] ^ jjjlg (jl'il Ai ingj 

^yA a In 1 III IT gl a In 1 mil’ ^ IpT ‘aln I ill II’ Aj_il5 Is] Lo ^Yil A i II I \ m JqLAJ 
,^-£1 t q_jAl5LLo j_jA og_A o_A_L|j: ogjig l^-Ix J-Li ‘^^-Ix qJa-LujJI’ oj 1 ion .‘Jit m 
jfllllini ^gAl QfLjka 9-00 ■ njmVll Aj \ A II ‘(Jjojjj ^^A a In 1 111 11’ ojUx gLuJJ 

J onll \\ mi a i j In 1 (O-JX&IAlo (j_JU j_JULojJI J_]X ^ ng ,a In I mil Jg_n CjLuAALloJI 
a Qn (J onll a nnn 1 V 1 II Aj \ nil g| 0 _LlA »" 1 1 Qn OjLujj ^j^A) 

I Qn mg i aln I m II”) ^gAl a Qn l j_o a In I mi I I qj_ujjjjj III I gl q_LoLuj_ll p indAnllg 
^Jjj—Lugj I Qningi (L 5 g_Al Ajg in I ( g| onll 1 AL 1 L_JULSL-Oj ^ npin g n i u-la JS IQ I 

.(“o_jA J oAT lSAJI ^j-cLoJglll joJUiJIg oJxlAJI ■" il Qn II 


a AI n n Cjlj_jAg CjIoLjuj ^-A ia_jxLxol o_Spg 0 inLua jl_ij-S ojg mill j A ,n i V 

LgAjXigj a In I III llg ijn III ^.A a In I III llg i^Jx a In I mil ^1 ,q_Al5 a In I III II |C_JjalA-o 
i_iLg mill AjIj-SAloJI J LoJg .LLLSjjii q_LoL LgAjxigjg a_LclAjl a Qnll Jn n ojg_OLojlo 
a gjjgj oaLx] 0 9 i u LjjLj] lojg-o LnijljjxLi a In I mil CjLpiJI n Ino n AIiLjJIjxjJJI 
JgLijjA iQ j j mlgln llg a_jJl5jaljJlg aiSljj_ujlll ojg null AjLjjtiLoJI Lol .J mill 0 I r 
. “o nn II" _S AJjaj i “ 1 1 n I In m n ; LgjJj jxjuxi A-ag iO-Lajja LmjLuxLj a In I in II ^g ingjp 

^aJ ^-OJJuLiaJI JQ m i ll ^.A jjl_I _iLLo l-A-Hig) “rl ,/AA ill” gj <jijln ill ^-,1 In i II" g| 
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Power 


ideology have been used to expose the liberal state’s hypocrisy in promoting 
non-discrimination and equal opportunity policies while structural, deeply- 
embedded inequalities prevail. As a result of this critique of formal power, 
many feminist groups opt for horizontal, structureless organizing formulas, 
employed in some small feminist collectives in Beirut in what constitutes 
a conscious effort to fight against reproducing inequality, with various 
degrees of success. Yet, even such an approach is not without critique, 
mainly because it risks assuming that hierarchies can be broken through 
“structurelessness” where in fact they are frequently only rendered invisible. 
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Queer 


Literally, queer means “odd” or “strange”. The term was - and continues to 
be - used as a slur in the United States for persons with same-sex sexual 
desires, much like the current slur “fag". “Queer” was first reclaimed in the 
late eighties and nineties through the politics of the activist groups Act Up 
(the AIDS Coalition to unleash Power) and Queer Nation, whose main struggle 
was to push the U.S. government to address the AIDS crisis in the gay 
community 1 . The political strategy was not only to claim queerness as part of 
life, but also to challenge “normativity” including exposing heteronormativity 
as a system that is taken for granted in the workings of daily life. 

The term was brought to the academic sphere by the very activists involved 
in the reciamatory politics, and was further developed into “queer theory” 
which drew on post-structuralist theories and now forms a central field in 
Gay and Lesbian Studies. The theory's main premise is that identities are 
not fixed categories that determine the social condition, but they are rather 
fluid, mutable, and multiple. Thus, the theory calls on “identity politics" 
to reconsider its role in maintaining essentialist notions of gender and 
sexuality 3 . Contrary to common misunderstandings however, queer theory 
and identity politics are not mutually exclusive . Indeed, queer politics 
acknowledge the need for identity politics. While identity politics fights 
heteronormativity, and while LGBT identity politics often fight for inclusion 
as normative identities, queer theory and politics challenge the very system 
that produces identity categories and normativity itself 5 . 

As the politics and theory progressed, “Queer” was added to the LGBTQ 
acronym which drew attention to the question whether Queer can actually 
function as an identity category. Mostly, “queer" remains used as a general 
label for “non-normative” sexualities. The term is also used for gender 
identities (not only sexual identities), wherein “gender-queer” now denotes 
a person who does not identify with either end of the gender binary (not 
as a man or a woman) and actively seeks to challenge this binary through 
their gender presentation and performance. Academically, queer theory is 
increasingly critiqued for appearing universalist and/or for maintaining 
Western theoretical assumptions , and is molded by new interventions from 
post- and de-colonial academic thinking . 
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The term’s use in Lebanon has been mostly among Beirut-based gender 
and sexuality activist circles that have access to queer theory’s academic 
debates, academic publishing on queer sexuality in the region , and 
who negotiate reciamatory sexual politics locally 11 . Campaigns such as 
“ana shath”, conducted by the local group Helem in 2010 as part of the 


86 




Donald E. Hall, Queer Theories, New 1 
York, Palgrave Macmillan, 2003 

Teresa De Lauretis, “Queer Theory: 2 
Lesbian and Gay Sexualities: An 
Introduction”, Differences: A Journal of 
Feminist Cultural Studies, Vol. 3, Issue 
2,1991, pp. iiix-viii. 

Judith Butler, Gender Trouble : 3 
Feminism and the Subversion of 
Identity, New York, Routledge, 1990. 

Joshua Gamson, "Must Identity' 1 
Movements Self-Destruct? A Queer 
Dilemma”, Social Problems, Vol. 42, No. 

3,1995, pp. 390-407 


j-j.ig.1.11 I \ m 0^9 «“i—Jljj-c” gl \5-iLuicl j_p” g_a Lo j_jgS £ LL-ucloj <Lpp 

tjzalS nilil j infill g— o £g_15 oj^LoJI i_liLjjJgJI ^ovSi mi - Jlj_i llg - 
“j_jg5” £> Ih.iCLo jO \ Vt u 1 1 _^_og .“jLuj” q_-oi5 J_Lo qJlo tq_jJxoJI Q i uiiziII uliLpjJI 
G—o gj'ljuJLg-ujj'g jOj_iziloJI Qj nil lGLujuLoJ j_lilgl ^jjJgiJI oj—all LplL^j 
^g ll hiJ jajiJI t n ll i'll) l_jI v_1l 5I ililh hiLlII / v jjJo_ujLiJI ^Jxgopo OjjjLluj JiLfs 
jj-jj'LgJ jjj-jjjJI J1 i/Oill J_LoJ j-iig ((j_jg5JI <Lol ^sl) l j_uJjLi j_jg5g (ogiiU GLigJI 
jj-ILLo £_-ao-o jpOll cLojl aoJlg-o u-lj Q-iSj^xdUI q_-og5oJI £_qjj Q lijoni II 
G-o l£jp j_jg5JLj i_qIjJx_LII j^JI i cS v qT oojjIjujjJI qojj1jj_uj_lJI g-^J joJ . g u P H 

q_ijjLi Li-Uj Loj tQ _ Ouj LoJI “q_jjlia-oJr’ Vi ^^jJI 1 >n il J-i h_j non oLpJI 

.q_pgjJI oLpJI Cjljgjj_uj ^ Q_lo £gj_o-o ^oLLii5 q_i jjlp 11 qJjLg-oJI 


Michael Warner, Fear of a Queer 5 
World: Queer Politics and Social 
Theory, Minneapolis and London, 
University of Minnesota Press, 1993. 

Jasbir Puar, Terrorist Assemblages : 6 

Homonationalism in Queer Times, 
Durham, Duke University Press, 2007. 

Jin Haritaworn, Adi Kuntsman, Sylvia 
and Posocco, Queer Necropolitics, 
New York, Routledge, 2013. 

Nadine M., “Arab Queer Women and 8 
Transgenders Confronting Religious 
Fundamentalism: The Case of 
Meem in Lebanon”, AWID 
http://www.wluml. ikuljJI >ic ^Llo 
org/sites/wlu ml.org/Files/Ara b%20 
Queer%20Women%20and%20 
Transgenders%20Confronting%20 
Diverse%20Religious%20 
Fundamentalisms_The%20Case%20 
of%20Meem%20in%20Lebanon.pdf 
[01/09/2015 ^ o^pill ojLjJI] 

Sofian Merabet, Queer Beirut, Austin, 9 
Texas, University of Texas Press, 2014. 

■ " ilr q n-\n l lg i " 1 1 o n T1 1 LoJJiljJ ' 
Qjljjg illL lLlq-uijJI qjlgJ ilijjj ^jlll 

Marie-Noelle AbiYaghi, .qjJIjJI iLlill 
Laltermondialisme au Liban: un 
militantisme de passage. Logiques 
d’engagement et reconfiguration de 
I’espace militant (de gauche) au Liban, 
Universite de Parisl-La Sorbonne, 
doctorat de science politique, 2013. 


IgSjLuj G-pJI (QQ mn il GQL *XiLiJI ^--gjjiSiJI JLp-oJI ^Jl £> IhhonJI qpg J-ng 
q_ijJoJ 0 mg 4 “j_ig5JI q_ij hi” gj-gjJ Ijg hi' aLj'I joJ' <q_plJj£alJI cLujLlujJI IJ3 _q 
LTjSj-o ll ^og ill (JS-jijj' i_li_i’Lig q_igjjjJI j-gj Lo Gj Lij hill U3 _Lc Gjj— olcl 
Qj—ujLujI q_jj/jjii [< ~ r lc Q_ij hill £Q riT .LGLilloJIg I | I I I I A JLl Q nloi'/\ll CjLujIjjJI 
^j-ZiUL 0 rr> J_i i^piLaplII Jqj_ujJI j v Vi q__LiIj iIiLIa lIljjjjJ iliLig-gJI gI j-jlaj 

■■ ■■ _ j j j 

ojLc] “ajg-gJI lGLujLluj” ajjliijJI g_caj‘ (L3 JILHi . J-LilU cLLLog oj!Lg-Log aJj-o 
^LojpiJI £g ill G-/Jjlj-^9^-H G JLQ^qAxxII ^L Jal o-ill jj-q Lmjgj j hill 

q_ijJoJ agjjLujj ll i Q-gj I_ jjjJI QtSlI ng_uj GjIILzi i—q 11 Si g <G-^ ■ ^j-il luipJIg 

^jJ] d-pLaJL i_Qj_ifij‘ j-jg5JI lGL-uLujj- 6 t ^j^Ul Lo-alaii] q_ig q 11 Q_ujljjjjg J-J.95JI 
G-p u-iig tQ-ij-LgJI aJjLigjoJI Q_ig_gJI GjLujLjluj i_jjLaj’ G-P ur-^9 ■ < L | .9G ^ ^LujLpj 

CjLjjLijg ^puljjg CiLiiioJIg G-4^-°^^ ( T-aialoJI q_ig qII lIiLujLliu I_LlLc: £> nlSj 

CjLig-g5 1 Qglj j| J-ipjj ll_uip Gjllg -iiaJIg G—/Jg^taJIg 0 mpII J-pJI 
Q-ig-gJI CiLm £ i'ii lS-LII q uttSi ^ol hilL qj_ujLjjjjg pgSJI 'p.j-L-i g °^ >i 

. Lgj'L q_ijLp-oJlg 

v_5 >_jlLSJ_|JI jl i/^T-K ill ,^-J] “j_ig5” £ Ihi/no i n n<nl illg cLujLjjjjJI jg Ini' £-og 

J-gAJL g^M oL I j] Lo aJLuj-o oLrlilll >" i o I Jl (jjg^JI J-ojjjj lIiLo) LGBTQ 

“j_ig5” q_oJ5 JI j_J ll (i_j_ILg_ll .q_ig-gJI lIiLio g-° q rungj >J. 9 ^JI J.Q-gj gI 
i-liLigg II ll) qjjapJI GjLigQ llg t “qj jLp-oJI jjlc” CjbjLuipJJ aolr g_pjjji5 ^o vSi'mi’ 
ll Jl ijnS Full J-P. “Ljap j_ig5JI” £ IL GjLi L_i_p t (i t ui-io g» jjj-ipJI 
LLjjjJj ^yg-jj-Li J_i ( (olj^oJI llg JpjJI ll) G-lpLoP-l-ll 0-^9-^^ Ch° 
iq_pjjl5lll q_pLLll g-° -G-jlJ v pH ci-jLIg q A! vnT JlLb G-° < LjjLuJI o'\ m \ ^'i 
^lc 1 ghlcS^I gl/g ^Jg-o-uu j q haj LajgglnI ajljxo g_aJ u-L >jg5JI q_i>Lj \qjjj 
j_SjiJJ oajjpJI ililLialll J ohj q-iJgno 1 jAjI ^pag « I ajj-LiJI LliLzjljlolll 
. jLagijjjlJI cLgJI OJ 2 J Log jlo-g-Luilll j-qj Lo ^pxijlSUI 


Cj Lb_ijj 111 I /g.»> jjjIjJI JaLujgl £ Ihi/naJI ^ol viiLml j_ualil \ nci «G 1—LiJ Lol 

.^a q I Ij no ulgj_jj g— o 09 -LAL qjJl uipJIg ^j-cLaplII £g ill J n-> 

t j-ig-SJI q-Jj-Lu Jg_^ q-p-nlSlII GjLujLqjJI Jg_iZ3gJI GgL iiillll rllg oiloi'm; 
q il G-C ll < q nhiaJI ,^-0 <L_ij hill o'\ th JgLiij ^5-L Jl l:j _-ojj151II j_ujlllg 




























87 


Queer 


International Day Against Homophobia and Transphobia, reflect the basic 
premise of reclamatory politics that seek to give unapologetic visibility 
to the commonly perceived “non-normative” and challenge the very quest 
for normativity . Other campaigns explicitly linked queer activism to a 
fight against sectarianism and for secularism in protests such as “Laique 
Pride” . Many in the sexual rights activism sphere have resorted to using 
“queer” instead of “LGBT” given the latter term's firm association with donor 
agendas, NGOization, and European and/or American governments’ funding. 
The term is often transliterated into Arabic as “kweer”, and is used in blog 
writings and public graffiti. 
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Article.aspx?ArticlelD=853 
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12 Lebanese Stage First Pro-Secular 
Demonstration”, Al-Acabiyya, 

25 April 2010, available at: 
http://www.alarabiya.net/ 
articles/2010/04/25/106801.html 
[Last accessed 13.9.2015]. 
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Reproductive Health/Rights 


Broadly, women’s reproductive health includes the option and ability to 
decide whether and when to have children, to have access to reproductive 
healthcare including birth control and safe abortion, prenatal and obstetric 
care, and to have access to information. Sexual and reproductive health 
and rights as a subset of human rights were outlined at the 1968 Cairo UN 
conference on human rights. The term “reproductive health” in its modern 
form has been quickly popularized through UN channels and through 
transnational NGOs. The concept was further developed by family planning 
institutions, women’s health movements and groups, and the World Health 
Organization, whose definition includes “the right of all to make decisions 
concerning reproduction free of discrimination, coercion and violence”. 
The inclusion of reproductive rights within the frame of women’s right to 
self-determination was progressive in its categorizing of maternal mortality 
as a human rights violation, emphasizing the right to family planning, and 
considering the lack of access to birth control as a form of discrimination. 

Local level interactions with the concept and its agenda led to coining the 
term “reproductive justice”, which was invoked in the 1980s by indigenous 
women and women of color in the United States . The term stresses a will 
to reveal the limits of the white liberal middle class notion of “choice”, 


World Health Organization, Human 
Rights, Health, and Poverty Reduction 
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Rights, [No Date], available at: http:// 
www.reproductiverights.org/sites/ 
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[Last accessed 23.10.2015], 

Loretta Ross, “What is Reproductive 
Justice?”, The Pro-Choice Public 
Education Project, [No Date], available 
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section.php?id=28 
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5 “Against Her Will: Forced and 
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Worldwide”, Open Society Foundation, 

3 October 2011, available at https:// 
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and emphasizes the structural inequalities that prevent some women to 
even have access to a “choice” to begin with, due to class discrimination 
or racial inequalities (see Intersectionality, and Social Justice). Invoking 
the term “justice” also aims to hold various North American and European 
governments accountable for acts such as forced sterilizations, which has 
been a dominant practice against minority communities such as indigenous 
women in the U.S., the Roma in Europe , and today Ethiopian women in 
Israel, as well as against women with disabilities worldwide. Another local 
intervention in reshaping reproductive health is for example the inclusion 
of the concept of dignity to the various components of reproductive health, 
as has been argued by some specialists who studied attitudes toward 
reproductive care in Beirut, Lebanon . 


Afamia Kaddour, Raghda Hafez, 
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of Reproductive Health in Three 
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Reproductive Health Matters, Vol. 13, 
Issue 25, 2005, pp. 34-42. 

Sonia Correa, “From reproductive 
health to sexual rights, Achievements 
and future challenges”, Reproductive 
Health Matters, Vol 5,1997, pp. 107-116. 

Betsy Hartmann, Reproductive Rights 
and Wrongs: The Global Politics of 
Population Control, South End Press, 
1995. 


In addition, the applicability of this term and its agenda has been debated 
among feminists, including the question whether or not to use the conception 
of reproductive “rights" instead of the more general reproductive “health”. 
The former stresses health issues as a right that must be provided by the 
state and its institutions, while the latter leaves out accountability and may 
risk a disregard for the individual rights of women . The same debate arises 
in relation to conceptions of sexual rights and sexual health; sexual rights 
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Reproductive Health/Rights 


can be favored by feminists but official institutions rather use the more 
“neutral” term of sexual health. 


Afamia Kaddour. Raghda Hafez, Huda 
Zurayk, op. cit, pp. 34-42. 

10 Ibid. 


In Lebanon, the use of the term “women’s health” qjuLujJJI o unll instead of 
“reproductive health” ijubJill a -»iol l appears to be favored by a number 
of women. A study 9 found out that women understand reproductive health 
within the context of a patriarchal society and thus within unequal power 
relations. This means that often reproduction is seen as a duty and a vehicle 
of social and economic status, thereby conditioning women’s reproductive 
choices and sexual behaviors. Moreover, abortion remains illegal and thus is 
often practiced under unsafe conditions . International organizations and 
local NGOs in Lebanon mainly work on reducing maternal mortality, family 
planning and STIs , focusing on the medical aspects of reproductive and 
sexual health, with much lesser attention paid to addressing women’s right 
to choose whether and when to have children free of social or familial 
pressure, to own her body, desires and sexuality choices. 


11 UNFPA Lebanon, “Reproductive 
Health and Rights”, [No Date], 
available at: http://www.unfpa.org. 
Ib/PROGRAMME-AREAS/Reproductive- 
Health-and-Rights.aspx 
[Last accessed 23.10.2015], 
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Sex and bodily rights 


The English term “sex" refers both to the biological classification of male 
and female, as well as to physical sexual intercourse. Its Arabic equivalent 
“jins” refers to the same two meanings as well as to gender. However, “jins" 
did not always carry these meanings. In fact, up to the late 19th century 
“jins” still meant type or kind as per its Greek origin “genos” and did not 
refer to sexual interactions . Joseph Massad argues that “jins” acquired the 
biological meaning (as well as national one such as in the word's derivative 
“jinsiyyah”) in the early twentieth century through translations of works 
such as Freud's . 

The European and North American modern view of “sex" underwent key 
shifts, namely one from considering sex, sexual acts, and sexuality as 
“natural” and innate, to a view that sees sex as social . Resorting to “nature” 
to understand sex has historically led to limiting women's choice in sex and 
reproduction as it was argued that sex was necessary for procreation and 
is part of a “natural” life cycle. Thus, by defining natural sex, one had to also 
define unnatural sex. This is a definition that changes in correspondence to 
the social conditions in a particular context, but in general it has included 
non-heterosexual, non-penetrative sex, and non-reproductive sex. 


Joseph Massad, Desiring Arabs, 
Chicago, The University of Chicago 
Press, 2007, p. 171. 

Ibid. 

Steven Seidman, The Social 
Construction of Sexuality, New York 
and London, W.W. Norton and Company, 
2010 . 

United Nations Population Fund - 
Lebanon, “Glossary of Gender-Based 
Violence Terms and Vocabulary”, 

2012, p.24. 

s See for example: Ellie Violet Bramley, 
“Why does Lebanese bill on domestic 
violence fail to tackle marital rape?”, 
The Guardian, 09 April 2014, available 
at: http://www.theguardian.com/ 
global-development/2014/apr/09/ 
lebanese-bill-domestic-violence- 
marital-rape 

[Last accessed 05.09.2015], 


Sex as an act continues to be dominated by a heterosexual penetrative 
understanding which demonstrates a phallo-centric approach to sex. This 
means that non-penetrative acts are seen as less sexual, less valued, or 
even less “serious”. Often the effect is to erase the wide array of sexual 
practices and experiences that exist, including for example non-penetrative 
sex between women. A phallo-centric approach to sex also feeds into 
denying that women’s central sexual organ is the clitoris (its sole biological 
purpose is pleasure), and not the vagina. This view clearly departs from a 
male-centered understanding of sexual pleasure that casts women’s sexual 
pleasure as secondary. 


A central component in the modern definition of sex today is the requirement 
of consent. Any sexual act taking place without the consent of all actors, 
is considered rape. Typically, rape has also been defined - using a phallo- 
centric view - as the act of unwanted penetration which in turn legally 
labels all non-penetrative and non-consensual sexual acts as “attempted 
rape" . In 201A, the Lebanese state passed a law addressing domestic 
violence in which it introduced a “marital right to intercourse” thereby 
effectively erasing consent as a key requirement to sex in marriage and 
ignoring the phenomenon of “marital rape” 5 . 
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Sex and bodily rights 


In addition, the Lebanese penal code continues to differentiate between 
rape survivors on the bases of their virginity (see “Hymen” definition). In 
contrast, the reality that NGO practitioners and social workers observe is a 
coercion of sex as a “religious duty” inflicted on women, even when they do 
not consent to it. 

The modern nation-state is actively involved in policing its citizens’ 
sex practices and regulating reproduction, usually celebrating marital 
heterosexual relations at the expense of criminalizing non-marital and 
homosexual relations, or paid sex. The Lebanese law includes several articles 
that police women’s bodies, their right to abortion, their right to consent 
(see analysis of rape under Lebanese law in the definition of “Hymen”), and 
their rights to sex/reproductive healthcare. It also criminalizes non-marital 
sex under article 487 and 488 , homosexual penetrative sex/homosexuality 
under article 534, as well as others’ solicitation of sex outside of the state's 
“superclubs” under articles 523, 524, 526 and 528 . 


Maya Mikdashi, “A Legal Guide to 
Being a Lebanese Woman: part 1”, 
Jadaliyya, 03 December 2010, available 
at: http://www.jadaliyya.com/pages/ 
index/376/a-legal-guide-to-being-a- 
lebanese-woman-(part-l) 

[Last accessed 14.09.2015]. 

Ahmad J. Saleh, Adriana A. Qubaia, 
“Transwomen’s Navigation of Arrest 
and Detention In Beirut: A Case Study”, 
Civil Society Review, Lebanon Support, 
Issue 1, 2015. 
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Sex roles 


The categorizing of sex roles in a heterosexual setting is often based on 
employing binary associations between men, masculinity, and activity on 
the one hand, and women, femininity, and passivity on the other. Thus, in a 
patriarchal heteronormative setting, these associations translate sexually 
into understanding women as only sexually receptive and passive, and men 
as only active and penetrative; thereby cancelling women’s sexual agency 
and allocating power over women's bodies to men (see Hymen). In fact, 
the very distinction of “active” and “passive” is based on a phallocentric 
depiction of sex which only views penetration as an active male role (see 
Sex). 

This divide is also central to informing gender and sex roles in queer 
communities. Categories such as “top”, “bottom", “versatile", “butch”, “femme” 
are not simply sex roles, but are variously categorized in academic literature 
as queer gender roles, erotic roles, sexual scripts, and erotic subcultures. 
The butch and femme roles have been an important debate topic in North 
American lesbian feminism. In the 1960s, “The Ladder”, the first US lesbian 
magazine, published by the Daughters of Bilitis collective, showcased 
arguments against lesbian role-playing. Butch roles in particular were 
seen as unenlightened and old-fashioned. In a continuation of this line of 
thinking, in the 1970s and 1980s, lesbian feminism advocated androgynous 
presentations and “egalitarian” sexual relationships as anti-patriarchal 
tools. Widely-read essays, such as Adrien Rich’s “Compulsory Heterosexuality 
and Lesbian Existence” suggested that butch/femme sex roles are inherently 
patriarchal, because they replicate heterosexual models and men-women 
power dynamics. 

On the other hand, research into the history of lesbian communities and 
later, post-structuralist theorizing pointed out that these roles made the 
working-class lesbian community publicly visible, that they were a mark 
of sexual choice and agency, that they are not merely imitative but also 
performative, and that they coopt traditional notions of masculinity and 
femininity but subvert them by revealing how gender is socially constructed 
rather than innate. Anthropologist Gayle Rubin has argued that butch should 
be considered a lesbian gender rather than an imitation of heterosexual 
men while philosopher Judith Butler pointed out that lesbian role playing is 
both imitative and subversive of heterosexual norms. While the terms “butch” 
and “femme” are used in some small circles in Beirut, local terms such as 
“hasan sabi” (tomboy), “boyat” (from boy), or “mustarjilah” (the one who acts 
as a man) are more prevalent across the Middle East and denote a different 
gender presentation and role, but also is often used to describe lesbian 
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sexual behavior or identity. For example, a panic over the masculinization 
of girls in the United Arab Emirates in 2009 led the Ministry to release a 
campaign against “the fourth gender” which it understood as girls being too 
masculinized and too friendly with other girls in schools. 

Whereas the discussions about “butch”, “femme”, and “mustarjiiat” roles 
are very much about gender presentation, the question of sex roles used 
to describe gay men much more often references very concrete sexual 
practices. Categories such as “bottom”, “top” and “versatile” are frequently 
defined in terms of so-called receptive or insertive preference during anal 
and oral sex. It has been suggested that this essentialization stems from 
public health studies on gay men’s sexual behavior (see MSM). 


s 


Besides denoting erotic preference, “bottom”, “top” and “versatile" are 
connected to gender performances and status. Stereotypically, “bottoms” 
are associated with social submission, passivity effeminacy - associations 
which stem from the devaluing of the feminine and the penetrable. Within and 
beyond LGBT spaces, the “bottom" identity is more likely to be devalued and 
stigmatized. “Tops” are expected to be dominant and may be more protected 
from stigma. In certain cultural spaces, men who engage in exclusively 
penetrative anal sex are not considered to be outside the boundaries of 
heterosexuality (see heteronormativity). “Versatile" identities seem to have 
proliferated in Western gay communities as a result of critiques of rigid 
top-bottom roles as mimicking heterosexual power dynamics; increasingly 


However, many research interview subjects emphasize that among gay men 
there is considerable fluidity in claimed roles and a great variety of sexual 
practices; they feel these aspects show that established labels are restrictive 
and that a host of practices becomes obscured by medical researchers’ 
attention for anal penetration. Ethnographic research has also revealed that 
even in U.S. and European LGBT communities, the labels are used especially 
in hook-up situations, with an important degree of negotiation. The relevance 
of these labels in some European as well as Middle Eastern gay groups or 
communities has been nuanced or challenged, with attention paid to how 
such roles intersect with other identity labels including ethnicity. While terms 
such as “top” and “bottom” are used in Lebanon in for example online chats 
on dating applications such as Grindr, Manjam, or Gay Romeo, local words 
also exist to denote similar meanings. For example, “salib" i_JLuj and “mujib” 
(negative and positive) also refer to sex roles between men based on 
penile insertion wherein the salib is the “penetrated” or “receiver” and the 
mujib is the “penetrator”. 
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versatility is seen as the progressive identity and a mark of capacity for 
equalitarian relationships. Lastly, “versatile top” or “power bottom” are also 
examples of recent modifications of these sex roles, which, at the same time, 
challenge the rigid active-passive binary. 
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Sexuality 


Sexuality today can be considered as a broad umbrella term that encompasses 
sexual identities, sexual acts, feelings, desires, and bodily expressions and 
performances. Sexuality continues to be understood by some as an innate 
and natural expression of desire, which is an argument that dates back 
to the late nineteenth century in Europe, during which time sexologists 
began to explore physical and biological basis for sex 1 . European and North 
American sexology operated with a set of assumptions, namely that natural 
sexuality was heterosexual and that that the purpose of the sexual desire 
and drive was reproductive. This specific scientific view is what led to the 
marking of certain sexualities, behaviors and acts (namely same-sex ones) 
as unnatural or simply other. During the same period, several sexologists 
including German Magnus Hirschfeld and British Havelock Ellis among others 
offered a challenging voice and argued that homosexuality was natural and 
should not be criminalized . 
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Psychologists also significantly shaped the understanding of sexuality. Most 
notably, Austrians Kraftt-Ebing and Sigmund Freud explored sexuality as a 
central psychological affair that determines one’s personal development. 
Freud in particular held the view that “sex is at the core of the self", and 
subsequently theorized the field of psychoanalysis in which he proposed 
that people undergo several stages of sexual-psychological development . 
According to academic Steven Seideman, although Freud’s work built on 
previous sexology, he viewed sex not only as procreative, but rather as a 
pleasurable drive that can be expressed or oppressed, which in turn shapes 
the individual’s psychological development. Freud’s works were translated 
into Arabic in the 1950s and subsequently gave birth to the term “jinsiyah” 
which carries the dual meaning of sexuality/sexual and nationality as well as 
the word “mithliyah” (sameness, denotes homosexual orientation) . 


These two views - the sexological and psychological - fall under the 
understanding of sexuality as an innate biological drive. A second view sees 
sexuality as a socially constructed set of feelings, behaviors, and acts which 
are shaped by one's socioeconomic conditions (class), racialized marking, 
and gender identity. Perhaps most influential in the deconstructive strain of 
thinking has been Michel Foucault who in 1976 wrote a philosophical history 
of European sexuality and theorized questions of power and discipline of 
bodies in society 6 . He historicized how modern Europe came to understand 
sexuality as a “sexual” affair in itself, and how it became central to a state’s 
and a society’s disciplining of their citizens . 
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In this vein, it is important to mention that the very establishment and 
separation of sexuality as a field of studies is thus based upon historical 
socioeconomic developments in the European and North American contexts. 
Foucault has been critiqued for not properly examining the overlapping links 
between the emergence of “sexuality” as a field and European colonial and 
imperial endeavors . Today, sexuality and attitudes around it have become 
a main area through which to build a civilizational difference between a 
“progressive" Europe and North America, and a “backward" Middle East 
(see LGBTO). 

Studies of sexuality in the Middle Eastern context predominantly include 
efforts to historicize sex and desire, and the academic debate has been 
influenced by a similar split between essentialism and constructionism. 
Essentialist theorizing includes writers such as Stephen Murray and Will 
Roscoe, who understand same-sex desire and acts as trans-historical . 
Others, such as Khaled El-Rouayheb, explored male same-sex desire and 
sexual acts in the period between 1500-1800 in the Ottoman Arab-lslamic 
world, and argued that male same-sex desire was organized very differently 
from how we understand it today: desire did not operate as a basis for 
identity . Rather, same-sex desire was organized around binaries between 
sex for love and sex for lust, active and receptive sex roles, and sexual acts 
as permitted or outlawed by religion . Thus, although figures such as “Luti" 
and “Ma'bun” [ 09 -iLo] existed in this period, they did not refer to identities 
that are based on “homosexuality” but rather to sexual roles. 

In 2007, Jospeh Massad proposed an extensive history of Arab sexuality in 
which he examined the effects of colonization on Arab intellectual thinking 
and traced the process through which Arab intellectuals adopted European 
Orientalist concepts . Importantly, his work delved into the writings of 
Arab historians and intellectuals on themes of sex and sexuality, thereby 
creating a basis and notably, how the Arab Nahda included a re-writing 
of past sexual acts, attitudes, and figures. In the same year, Samar Habib 
published a study on women’s same-sex desire and narratives of sexuality in 
Arabic poetry and literature from different historical periods . Habib argued 
for taking academic essentialism seriously and studying “sameness” rather 
than only “difference” in the history of (homo)sexuality. Finally, the most 
recent published work on “queer” sexuality comes from an anthropological 
intervention by Sofian Merabet who theorizes queer men’s same-sex desires 
in the city of Beirut . Studies of same-sex sexuality and desire continue to 
multiply , including works on Iran and Maghreb, and a special attention 
to sexual-rights debates. However, most studies remain within the literary 
and historical fields with minimal anthropological interventions. In Lebanon, 
leftist collectives during the 1990s and 2000s saw the emergence of sexuality 
as a political issue, which produced a vivid debate within these circles. In 
fact, these leftist mobilizations led to the creation , at a later stage, of 
Helem, an organisation to protect LGBT rights . 
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Sex work 


“Sex work” refers to the act of selling sex. As a term, “sex work” was coined 
by activist Carol Leigh in 1978 and subsequently popularized in the United 
States through multiple campaigns led by sex workers who demanded 
protection, decriminalization, end to their stigmatization, and equal rights. 
Thus, the use of the term “sex work” can be regarded as a statement in 
support of sex workers’ rights and to an end to their criminalization and 
discrimination . Sex work includes all acts of selling sex: prostitution, porn, 
stripping, internet and phone sex, etc. The term “prostitution" continues to 
be used by some, but is associated with several negative connotations and 
a history of stigmatization. Prostitution has been linked with dire economic 
conditions, poverty, war, and with trafficking in women who are then forced 
into the sex industry against their will. Recent policies have attempted to 
separate the crime of trafficking from consensual sex work. 


Glossary, “Sex Work Activists Allies 
and you”, SWAAK [no date], available 
at: http://www.swaay.org/glossary.html 
[Last accessed 31.10.2015]. 

Gerald Hunt, Line Chamberland, 

“Review: Is Sex Work? Re-Assessing 
Feminist Debates about Sex, Work, 
and Money”, Labour, Vol.58, 2006, pp. 
204-216. 

Ibid. 

Jacqueline Comte, “Decriminalization 
of Sex Work: feminist discourses 
in light of research, Sexuality and 
Culture, Vol.18, 2014, pp 196-217. 


Contemporary debates on sex work as well as policies towards it have been 
split along at least three different lines, including abolitionism, legalization, 
and decriminalization . The abolitionist stance argues that the sale of sex 
to men should be eliminated primarily because its existence is only possible 
due to unequal patriarchal gender relations which facilitate men’s access to 
women’s bodies, who are frequently socially disadvantaged (see Patriarchy 
and Feminism). Radical feminism has traditionally supported the abolitionist 
stance arguing that overall discrimination against women is only further 
perpetuated through the sex industry, but often failed to see the class 
dimensions of sex work (see Intersectionality). 


Legalizing and decriminalizing sex work are two different approaches to 
regulating the sex industry. Legalizing means creating laws that regulate 
the buying and the selling of sex, with for example forced health check¬ 
ups for sex workers and specified places of work. Decriminalization refers 
to cancelling all laws that criminalize buyers and sellers of sex work (but 
does not equate to cancelling of laws against trafficking) thereby easing sex 
workers’ ability to report crimes against them and access adequate health 
care services. Various states have experimented with the above approaches 
to different degrees of success and criticism. For example, the “Swedish 
model” includes punishing the buying of sex but does not criminalize selling 
it. While this approach aims to facilitate sex workers’ access to rights, health 
care, and protection, it still drives a part of sex work underground. 


In Lebanon, legal sex work is regulated only through the so-called super 
nightclubs, which are allowed to hire foreign workers under the “artist” visa. 
However, women who are hired in these clubs are sometimes trafficked and 
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forced into the industry, and usually their passports are taken away from 
them upon their entry to the country . Sex work outside of these clubs is 
criminalized through a number of articles in the Penal Code which not only 
target sex workers themselves but also those who facilitate sex work or 
administer it 6 . The issue continues to be debated publicly mainly through 
initiatives, research , and a campaign by the local NGO Kafa targeting 
primarily male sex buyers and the patriarchal attitudes that enable violence 
against women through the form of forced sex work 8 . The campaign overall 
favors abolitionism and has been critiqued for not taking into account the 
different ways in which sex work is organized in Beirut outside of the super 
nightclubs, and how criminalization affects certain groups of sex workers 
including transwomen and gay and queer men. 
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and Detention In Beirut: A Case Study”, 
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llg^o u-zug tCjLjgng II 09 -il^ u-Q -^9-°JI u-° J-^ u-° LS-^ 9 -j-H o v ^jlii 

I v rr> qqIq mi ^j-jjJI uiLiJgl I jAjI J_j ti_i m-m ,jn i~\W lLjILoLqJI i nvglmT ll 
i_iJJjsg to _LLc jjjLdj ^g qJLuj-oJI o'\ m JI j_j ll . qJgjjjj gl J_^xoJI 
‘ 0 g aIoLo I Qin t n vqI mi' q_Lazig tJjg ^illg CjlpLxoJI J ll S jj_^o jJjj—jjj 
i n rilg-oJIg jg_5iJI i~\W ^jjLuJuO Jg_LII joLdxxJI q_ilxoJI q_JuogSnJI j_jj: 

i5j mn II J-o-oJI (Jj-Jj-b olj-^oJI .xjzii i_q_Lq_II q_ujjLouO_j 0 -Oljjjj jjJlII q_i5jjjJcuJI 

joJ LgjJJ ^1 ni'i ill _^_og ^JlaJill J_zJI Log-ox o_LazJI xlgj . ,ju izJI u-Q 

jjjj-pJI J-o-gJI r\ i Ini'i LgJjJii |OlJj jj-jJI Q nlrSn II ^j_bJI plr muJL jxjlj 
uIiLid ^ 3 -q p ij^iII j_x_jLj q_jiu5g .jjg_ujJI q_jJjJJI ^^IgJJI ^jLis <-ligj-JJ 

.j_ig5Jlg ^j-iiLLoJI JLijJIg LLuj_p Llillg uLoJlS jlz^JI ^,-q LlilLoLoJIg jj-iloLoJI 




Social Justice 


“Social justice” is frequently invoked as a goal by most progressive social 
movements, but its concrete definition varies with the specificity of the 
context. Broadly, social justice can be understood as “a commitment to 
welfare grounded in respect for the dignity of persons and the common good. 
(...) [It] includes a broad commitment to alleviating poverty, improving the 
quality of life, labor and health care, and diminishing violence”. The emphasis 
on welfare has also led to using the term “economic justice" instead, while 
the focus on alleviating violence has paved the way to including the issue of 
gender equality in demands for social justice. 

Historically, political demands framed as “social justice” claims appeared 
during the modern period as a reaction to the excesses of industrialization 
especially in urban areas across Europe. In the 19th century, “social justice” 
became a trope in socialist labor discourse, and its strongest association 
continues to be with socialist and social-democratic politics. The term is 
frequently discussed with reference to a set of social rights that were 
inscribed in UN Covenants since the end of the Second World War and 
during the Cold War. Specifically, the 1948 Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights includes several articles on welfare rights such as: the right to social 
security (art. 22), equal pay for equal work, the right to join trade unions 
(art. 23), the right to rest, leisure, and to paid holidays (art. 24), the right 
to an adequate standard of living, special protection for motherhood and 
childhood (art. 25), and compulsory free-of-charge elementary education (art. 
25). In the immediate post Second World War period, social development was 
in fact the main aim of UN institutions, and UN bodies dealing specifically 
with individual human rights had a more marginal status than they do today. 

Importantly, clashing Cold War governments in the 1960s enacted a 
separation between individual human rights on the one hand and social 
rights on the other. By that decade, “social rights” and the right to social 
development had come to be seen as the political platform of the Soviet 
Union and aligned “Third World” countries as well as “non-aligned” Arab 
states such as Syria and Egypt, with representatives of liberal democracies 
arguing for guaranteeing individual rights and freedom from government 
interference on the other. Further, some states have used the term as a 
way for redressing inequalities among nations and outlining the need for a 
global redistribution of wealth. Whereas human rights customarily take the 
individual as their scale, social rights are aimed at reorganizing inequality 
at the level of societies, which is a crucial difference that has led US- 
dominated international institutions to regard the concept of social rights 
with suspicion. Since the 1990s, preoccupation with social justice has been 
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Lgxungj “Q_i£laIzi_lJI qJIaaJI” q to\ni'll ajxlalzilJI i_lil5j_zJI hoo j_SjJ Lo IjjxS 
t cLoLc ojg ini .,JjljLujJI q_ungm-Sl Lajj' ■ n li’^i ^jjjg-aloJI 1 q n ij-slj oI j_jx rLoaHi 
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i n inVn 2 _ujlg jjl In i ^Jx Loljxll g Aini"i [Lgjj] (...) .joLoJI ^LrnJIg (jnl~S uiUl 
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jjJlII q_jxloJL3lll ^gg_ozJI g—° g-cg-opo ^,-JI ojLujlJI £—q ( d_L h_moJI I v nr Jg ^ 
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pLnJI G 1 —luJ-L 1I (jgiizJ ^^oJLoJI G-lJ-^-LlI (jniA *.! ‘ v .!vVill qpg ^Jx .o^jLJI l_ij_iJI 
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,J)^llg t^gLujJLoJI J_£xaJJ i^SgLujJLoJI >glll l JxJlg t (22 o^LoJI) ^xlojglll 
qxgxjixxjl LliljlgiJIg qjxjjJIg qiiljJI ^ ^gxxJIg < (23 o^LoJI) GjLLqjJI joLajAjlll 
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i_liJi5g jcLjxLoloIII q_JLoJjJI g nr oj^LoJI ^olll LjLujjjjgx g-° ‘-Q- i --6-ll 

|OujjJu qj^jiJI GI—luJ-LII tjgn~^ jj v^ill az^g ^Jx JgLiJu j^JJI oj^^LoJI jO^olll i_lil_Lia 

.|OgjJI qjJx Lao qj-uxoLoi j_i5l 


CjLujuLuj o^jLJI L-ijxJI gUI axjlintoJI GjLogSuJI gI Gl p H G-^°9 

^gg llg g Qg g—° GI luJ-LII ^gg c\~\ G-^ J ax^-qJI GjjLqI g-^.J lLls 2 JI Gj till 

} hii GjLj > \ poll ufJ_lz u-og -^Sj-^I q Qg G—° q-jxloJolllg q__ijJ in mill 
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o^Lc gLujjIJI ^g n^i aislj G-P o-^9 -Lx 6gj_JJI ^jjgj o^Lcj ^Jl cJLJI jlj-j|g 
jOJ^x Qx^gl ih i i o^Lx] ,^11 q_Jxl.ojb-Lll (jg II i_xu>^gj‘ t LqJ LiLLiiio ^j_oJI g-° 
CjLujjjjgoJL £-1^ LjjXigzi LqjLq (JS-ujj Lo tCjLaoJcioJI ^gi-uj-o olgLuuoJI 
djxLaizilJI ,jg_azJI ^oggno ^Jl j hill 6vVioJI CjLilJgJI L^jJx g-Q- ip- 1 

Q_juoJJlII q until joLojLQilJI J_xi «GlJ_*J‘J- S2 -II Gj-oJI Gj|jjj.o_uiT IG-og .i_lLjjjJI G-P-l 

qJl^aJL JLg—ijiilll J to (6] g ill I i n ijxj' y h.il) i ggjlxg 6a_^LoJI jO^olJI J_iiL 
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Social Justice 


replaced with attention to the issue of development within and outside the 
UN (see also NGOization), with significant monetary aid allocated for market- 
friendly economic development (rather than redistribution) and minimal 
welfare goals (such as the eradication of extreme poverty and hunger) now 
topping the international social agenda. 


s 


Feminist political theorist Nancy Fraser has outlined a conceptualization of 
“social justice” that grants “social recognition” and “social redistribution” 
equal importance. She argues that identity politics claims need to be 
placed on an equal footing with claims for redistribution. This would lead 
to theorizing “an overarching conception of justice that can accommodate 
both defensible claims for equality and defensible claims for the recognition 
of difference.” In her view, misrecognition - caused by societal attribution 
of a lower status to certain groups of people because of sexism, racism 
and/or heteronormativity - is as important as maldistribution (or unequal 
distribution). In other words, human self-realization cannot be achieved 
without advocating simultaneously for egalitarian resource redistribution 
and the recognition of human diversity. Her stance can be considered a 
feminist position on social justice, especially through her emphasis on 
understanding and celebrating difference. 


Demands for social justice have been clearly articulated in the 2011 wave of 
the Arab revolts. Aside from the central aim to end the regimes’ excessive 
authoritarian power, economic wellbeing was at the core of the demands 
as illustrated by the large workers’ protests taking place in Egypt in the 
events leading to the Tahrir revolution, as well as years of revolts in poor 
mining areas in Tunisia. In Lebanon, the most recent wave of protests and 
social mobilization in 2015 has made very clear demands for social, political, 
economic, and environmental justice: the resignation of corrupted officials, 
providing basic services such as electricity and accessible water, end to 
patriarchal domination, and an end to the environmental trash disaster 
gripping Beirut. As such, social justice is a core principle in current regional 
and local activism and social movements. 


•iLcL*>V1 aJIjoJI 
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a I \1 1 /~\Vn ill culojjlII ^ inVI 6j_u5 q_i \ni lLjIjvxLuxo ,j/Q nnVi t q_ir:LoJo-lJI 
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j_jj: g_ijglJI gl) g_ijglJI cg_uj O-^ ‘3-uxinl J_qj ll — qjL-uxigJI Q_ijJLaJI o-'-’I—ujI ^Jx 

og_x^JI 09-* O— 0 f° 6^9-^ j—« jjjJI rni ol O-^M TJ ^j-xil oj I i^2_i .(^gLujjLoJI 
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STD/STI 


Sexually Transmitted Diseases (STD) or Sexually Transmitted Infections (STI) 
are caused by the transmission of bacteria, viruses and parasites from 
person to person especially, but not exclusively, through sexual contact - 
some infections classified as STIs can be transmitted from mother to child, 
through non-sexual interpersonal contact or blood transfusions. 

There are currently 30 identified sexually-transmissible bacterial, viral and 
parasitic pathogens . The most widespread STIs are: syphilis, HIV, gonorrhea, 
herpes, chlamydia, trichomoniasis, candidiasis, genital warts and cervical 
cancer (caused by infection with human papillomavirus - HPV), chancroid 
and pubic lice . 

“Sexually Transmitted Infections” is the term increasingly preferred to 
“Sexually Transmitted Diseases”. It is argued that “STI” highlights that a 
person may be infected while not necessarily developing a disease or may 
only show symptoms long after the infection occurred. Until late in the 20th 
century, the medical and publicly-used term was “venereal disease”-named 
in the 17th century after Venus, Roman goddess of love . 


World Health Organization, Global 
incidence and prevalence of selected 
curable sexually transmitted 
infections, 2008, Geneva, Switzerland, 
World Health Organization, 2012, p.l, 
available at: http://apps.who.int/iris/ 

Encyclopaedia Britannica Online, 
s. v. “Sexually transmitted disease 
(STD)”, 2015, available at: http://www. 
britannica.com/science/sexually- 
transmitted-disease 
[Last accessed 16.09. 2015] 

Jenelle Marie Davis, “STD vs STI 
- What’s the Difference?”, The STD 
Project website, available at: 
http://www.thestdproject.com/std-vs- 
sti-whats-the-difference/ 

[Last accessed 15.09.2015], 

Daniel J. Oriel, The Scars of Venus: 

A History of Venerology, Berlin, 
Springer-Verlag, 1994, pp.4-8. 

Ibid, p. 215. 

6 Ibid, p. 220. 


While it is difficult to establish whether ancient Greek and Roman doctors 
treated infections that today would be classified as STIs, clearer sources 
show that Islamic medicine recognized and treated around the year 1000 
a form of gonorrhea very likely identical in manifestation to the one 
circulating today The discovery of penicillin in 19^8, an antibiotic which 
cured syphilis and some strains of gonorrhea, inaugurated a period of 
“therapeutic optimism” about STIs . The first known cases of HIV, in 1981, and 
the subsequent global epidemic caused by the virus, as well as the periodic 
resurgence of syphilis since then, have had a sobering effect on the medical 
community and international public opinion . 


Michael Waugh, “History of Sexually 
Transmitted Infections”, in Gerd 
Gross & Stephen K. Tyring (eds.), 
Sexually Transmitted Infections and 
Sexually Transmitted Diseases, Berlin 
Heidelberg, Springer Verlag, 2011, p. 4; 
Daniel J. Oriel, op. cit, p. 14. 


Besides being objects of medical preoccupation, STIs have been central 
to the shaping of social, cultural and political attitudes towards sexuality, 
gender, state and scientific authority or global circulation since at least the 
Middle Ages. Early on, observers argued that syphilis had been brought back 
by sailors from the “newly-discovered” Americas and later, that it was spread 
because of modern intra-European armed conflict - for example, it was often 
called “The French Disease”, or “the Polish Disease” . Such judgements 
reflect how geopolitical games and cultural otherness are produced through 
discourses on infection and contagion. 


Stigmatization and criminalization of male homosexuality in Europe resulted 
in high syphilis infections among MSM and difficulty in accessing treatments 
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JLriiil p_c LLuii-3 qJg_a_LoJI CjLLzdIJI gl ULluIa qJgiiioJI prilj-o.i]l ^cxzllj 

0 uiigll J1 i/QjJ-ll O-C p'^ JJJ p-o ill! ilinh llg ■"il ingjinllg 

qJgALo q nunoJI LliLLzaiJI pA_aj JJLuj pi O-Soxjg ■ j ^ 11 -Ll n^vVill Jjlajjj 
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jjjjgj^Dj qjL^jJI p_c ^xj^LlII) ^o-iijJI oLhj_ujg «QjlJLujLLjJI JjJLiJIg (CjLAjj-oJI 
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j^lj-O-LH” I In i/i n jjJx “II-LLLO qJgiiloJI i_HlLlLi^ajJI” ^ IIJ 11/^nT ^lj»j_ig 

pn-Sui II ol qnmi eg in 11 h lull JgJJ I ^Ihm-oJI pj JLoj a] .“llujizi qJgiiLoJI 

jjziilj^iJI jqI^V Jj .xii gl <p£>4-oJI ^ q_iLiZ3lJI f o_QInn ol OgA p-o 141 loo 09-Sj A-ii 
plS »Q-ij-iU-gJI Oj_oJI j-iilgl (0-^9 -Q-iLi^ill uligj^i p-o Q-JjgJo 9J-^ S ~ S2J . -ll] q_[AJ 
- (venereal disease) ‘cuLujliill pzilj-olir g_a Llllrg 144° II ^ IhinoJI 

. pLogjJI -^-1^ M^-ll Q-gJI t(V2nUS) Qjjg Ijlqj j-iLx ^-jLujJI Oj-Q-ll u-q LJ^LJ 

cl o\c\ II Qg lilogjJIg Qg liLigj-ll cLfblll ol^ l-ij I—o v J vVi l_ i_a in i O-P L3-^9 
l_jJqJI ol (^-^91 j-^li^q o44 oJgiiLo ^ogJI «■ Q-u^j' uliLLizaiJI Qgg ILaj 

09^! Ol ci-JLsJJ i~>; Q-LLjlujJI cIj> o-° ^9-* 1000 joLszJI g->i ^-11-^9 -^3^ ^yO-lLujiJI 
q^LluJ-iJI i_qLujj! 5I Lol . LLoLiI j_ulILoJI Q-LLlujJJ g ilVi ^,.0 LAjLLlo 

(O-LLl-ujJI cL Cj±I_IJ_uj tj/n g ig _mjJI »«n ^g jp j>l 1 A 0 g nrg «1948 joLszJI 

^gl ol J-/4 ■ L- 1 - 0 -^ oJgiiloJI i-HiLi l_iz3_Lll (9-0 -c: JgLdj'” diiizi O-^-^ 

1 1981 ^olszJI l:j _q L_L_uji5^oJI ^yclLoJI jg.-aJI jjjgj jlqj q_i I_i^_LII o-o Q_Qgj-2-oJI lIiIILzJI 
O^J-^ 0 0-^9-^ O- 11 ll p^gj O-* 1 L) ^ lUI ^,-oJLszJI cLgJIg 

0 ih II g^oJiLoJI (j-Q q^l-o j—jj’Lij o Ilm/^Tl 1 qK CjcLzi (O-P-ll O-LI-i q_ijg^JI 

.^9^1 pl^JI Jj_i 9 


a (in t 0 ihll JLq_ujJ_LII jg ~>n IL-ialo qJgiiloJI CjLjIjzdIJI 09-^ l_j_J u—l|g 
q_rolnillg q_inloiIzi_lJI i n cilg/xJI uSj-^J- 0 J9-M »"i olhinl 

JglAlll gl gjuxlaJI ghl u-iJIg oJgAJIg ^^-cloJzilll ^gJJIg gjJl migll oLij' qAujjLujJIg 
ojLajJI oL I4SL 09-J-QIj-oJI g gL a ^iig .J_q 1II uigJI jg in? II ,^-oJLszJI 

j_iLJj| joJ’ «“Uja^ QiVn iti'K/til” 0-444 j 4°-1JI o-^° o^j-° I94I? f° m 

t JLxoJI - C ^-W9J9-1II Jg-^JI 0-4! q-jj-^ 11 1 uioJI CjLcljjJI I n^ll 

. “^_S_^_Llg_41 o^oJI” gl “^-ujJjAJI jj/Dj^oJI” 040^-0)' OjJiibl Lo llllA 

■ n ll \\ I llg g_j_ujlj-ujg i7> II L-iLsiJiJI ^1_ Li] jcLLi 1 n iS ^olS^lll o'v nr J—lo 

.^g^szJI JLdjulg i_ 1 jLjLi^s_LII JgLijj jj-iJI lLiLLLlaJI JlLii O- 0 Lo-4JI 

q qn iyo OjLiL^I ^Jl Ligjgl I Qpjjj^g I q 1 uiig II q_UloJI |0^3g ^$31 _^_ag 

JgjzagJI qjgjuza ^Jjg «JLijJI £-° pit i'gll 09 -aj-ijLoJ O-P^ O-^r! 

jjLSj _^_og . (JLijJI O u pH 09 -aj-ijLx! 1 ^ .!J°' } il) ^-LLqJI 


























STD/STI 


(see MSM) . The pattern would be repeated during the 20th century HIV 
epidemic, with AIDS receiving the homophobic “gay plague” label . The 
spread of HIV has led to the development of global public health regimes, 
and arguably, the trend has led to NGOization in the Field of reproductive 
and sexual health (see NGOization). Thus, HIV/AIDS significantly shaped 
gay rights issues and activism in the U.S. and Europe, such as ACT UP in 
Europe. The dynamics of this history also continue to shape local groups and 
organizations in Lebanon, some of which have decided to be specialized in 
health issues including Marsa and the M Coalition. 

According to the World Health Organization, from 2005 to 2008, there has 
been an increase in the global incidence of chlamydia (4.1 %), gonorrhea 
(21%) and trichomonas (11.2%) . The total incidence of selected curable 
STIs for the WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region was 26,4 million, in 2008- 
one of the lowest numbers by global regions . Globally, it was estimated 
that in 2010, 14,200,000 HIV-infected persons were eligible for antiretroviral 
therapy. In the North Africa and Middle East region there were an estimated 
of 150,000 such cases, the lowest global percentage . 


5 Daniel J. Oriel, op. cit, pp 171-213. 

9 Ibid, p. 219. 

10 World Health Organization, Global 
incidence and prevalence of selected 
curable sexually transmitted 
infections, 2008, Geneva, Switzerland, 
World Health Organization, 2012, p.3, 
available at: http://apps.who.int/iris/ 
[Last accessed 16.09.2015]. 

11 Ibid, p.13. 

12 World Health Organization, Global 
HIV/AIDS response epidemic update 
and health sector progress towards 
Universal Access: Progress report 2011, 
Geneva, Switzerland, World Health 
Organization, 2011, p. 16, available at: 
http://apps.who.int/iris/ 
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World Health Organization, Global 12 
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Geneva, Switzerland: World Health 
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JLi i>[ t (jj j-uj-qJ I Oj-O-ll £l-LgJI j9-2.11 jjjjgj-m cLg 0 mh! cLiil j^olll 

L jJJ_Ss 2 J ^JLlI Og_cLhJI” Q-UXJJ-U (i—L-UjiSoJI ^-clLoJI J9-2-II <Loj-llLo) j-XJ-iJI 

j-igioj ^J] ^Sj-uuJI u-cLloJI jg oil jLujjjI ^llg ■ IL-ui q_ialj5 

6] ^i-LII u-l] ^1 oL^jlII Iv nr Jj Jg rill ^j-SuOjg tjoJLszJI ^,-ri q-oLoJI q m 11 ^g h i 
^g_aL _lli Jj^Sjbg .(oj -giUI ■ n ;jo'i y h_il) q_jjLiJlJlg qi m H II Q, in 11 J1 ~\o 
vjjg_aa LjLiAq JjlS^ujj q j_u5 ^jJI jjalJI 45j_ujjJI ^-cLloJI jg oil ^gj-iri 

jgj_ j rLjgjglg ^ Vi/-JI LliL|-lJgJI jl gtngJI m JaLuliJIg l j_ulLoJI 

j> v -> j 0_ijliJI I v nr lIiLloUj^ JI j_j llg . I_jgjgl ^-ri iLLo l_iI 1 6 ll_i.il 

i/~>~\VII [ Qi/jgi jj_Q j^iig t oI_i_iJ q_jJagJI CiLoJcLLoJIg CjI rggggJI 

.‘|0 — r-idbJ’ q_is 2 _oag j_Sj-o5 q p in 11 LiLAriJI 

dj_ujJj) ojJaIoJLj LjLoJLc q_]LalJI CjjJLa t q_JLoJLszJI q ^m 11 cLoJclLoJ 1 ring 

Jjagg . (qloJL 11,2 qj_ujjj) CjIjiLuiaJIg (qloJL 21 oj-ujjj) Q-LljLujJIg (q-LoJL 1,4 
26,4 ^Jl La J Lib I jflj ^ 3 -Ll I nth mil q_LLriJI LLujja qJgnLoJI CjLLalJI ^g-oaa 
q-ghig Lnng h mgLoJI ^9j-uj |OUlLq] 2008 joLoJI ^,.0 q_iLa] Og_i_Lo 

^-Lcg . ^q-juxJLszJI LqU I jj-JJ joLrijlII L _- 3 i_il jj— o lailg g ag t q_uxJLs 2 _ll q -nnll 

tjjjgj jlqj L_i 1 mo (jrrS ri'i Og-J-o 14,2 Jl l1iIj_j vri ill jjaLi tUr -oJLszJI v it? m 11 
^iLsdl Lc Jg in^ll 2010 joLsiJI ^,-Q jj-ilagg Ig_il5 ^j-ujjJI ^-cLLoJI jg oil 
qJLa i n II 150 g_zuj lU lILzJI o \ a l!ij!Lq _^_og a 1 j n q n 11 uliLujgjjLDJJ ^1 i/roJI 
. jgJLsiJI ^,-Q J-qIII dxjjJ-LlI u-ag t In jjjgJJI ^gj_ujJlg Lmjjiil JLojjj q nlnig 




















Violence 


“Violence” can be defined, in the first instance, as the use of force against 
another person or entity. Violence can be physical, sexual or psychological 
and can also take the form of deprivation. It can occur between individuals 
(family, community), have a collective character (as in social, political and 
economic violence) or be self-inflicted. “Economic violence” can entail 
taking economic advantage of people, in different contexts such as the 
workplace or the family. “Structural violence” describes violence occurring 
within and supported by social structures and institutions. Racism, sexism 
and classism are forms of structural violence. Structural violence functions 
interdependently with other types of violence, including gender-based 
violence, war or intra-family violence. 

European scholars writing after the Second World War have supported 
the thesis of a decline in violence in the modern period, as a result of a 
‘civilizing’ process that led to the repression of brutality (Elias), the shift 
from state brutality to discipline (Foucault) and the increasing exercise 
of violence through cultural forms rather than mere coercion (Bourdieu’s 
“symbolic violence”). An early postwar exception to this line of arguing, Franz 
Fanon's “The Wretched of the Earth” has portrayed violence as the mark of 
colonial governance, ever-present and arbitrary. The growing visibility of 
feminist and post-colonial frameworks in the past decades led to renewed 
attention towards the continued existence of quotidian physical violence 
in most people’s lives and the connection between interpersonal and inter¬ 
state violence. Furthermore, there is a growing awareness that violence 
overwhelmingly targets or affects disadvantaged social groups; previously, it 
was frequently argued the most disadvantaged persons were also the main 
perpetrators of interpersonal violence due to the frustrations of economic 
deprivation . 


Norbert Elias, The Civilizing Process: 
Sociogenetic and Psgchogenetic 
Investigations, Oxford, UK, Blackwell 
Publishers, 1994. 

Michel Foucault, Discipline and 
Punish: The Birth of the Prison, 
Vintage, 1977. 

Pierre Bourdieu and Loi'c J. D. 
Wacquant, An Invitation to Reflexive 
Sociology, Chicago and London, 
University of Chicago Press, 1992. 

Frantz Fanon, The Wretched Of The 
Earth, New York, Grove Press, 1963. 

Sylvia Walby, “Violence and society: 
Introduction to an emerging field of 
sociology”, Current Sociology, Vol. 61, 
No. 2, 2013, pp. 95-111, available at: 
http://csi.sagepub.eom/content/61/2/95 
[Last accessed 11 October 2015]. 

6 Amy Allen, “Feminist Perspectives on 
Power” in Edward N. Zalta (ed.), The 
Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy, 
2014, available at: http://plato.stanford. 
edu/archives/sum2014/entries/ 
feminist-power/ [Last accessed 9 
October 2015], 


In certain frameworks of thought, such as Marxism and the related socialist 
feminism, violence is the mark of the exercise of power and necessary for 
maintaining a hold on power (see Power). For others, among which the 
philosopher Hanna Arendt, power (as something that only emerges through 
collective action as per her conception) is entirely distinct from the use of 
force and the exercise of authority. Yet others have pointed out that physical 
violence and coercion are not always necessary to maintain existing power 
arrangements, that people can be disciplined to regulate themselves . 
Indeed, it can be argued that one of the main fault lines between Marxian 
and post-structuralist feminists is drawn between different understandings 
of the relationship between power and violence. 
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.jixI 9I jjj -Lixi 09 rill ^ol vST nil q rii/ngj [L3 JgiJI cAjaJLi ri I? Jl” 

■OLojzJI JSAj I J j Mi 0I9 It nmi gl LLujA 9 1 i n is? 11 Og_Sj q! u -^°^.9 

(j-cLozi ^-iLhj ^o-ujjj AAg (^-oJiLoJIg oj-uiiil) _^Ij_q_LII O-JJ i ri loll 1 V m o ri; aA 

i5Ag_j _^_og .Uu'Ia Og Sj aA gl (a\ l i/Vin ill gl Uj _ujLujjJI gl ^-xIoIaJJI 1 ri is?ILS) 
qAliAo lIiLqU-uj LpL^iIal Qxalri uilll J llgJLu 1 1 ^Jj “a \l i’n ill i ri 19 II” 
u-bJI JAIa g ni lS-LJI i n is? 11 “ 0 KiqII i ri 19 Jl”_j LJr jxjg .6 j_lu 1II gl J-ojaJI oL^o^ 
qAjalllg (^Jl nii^ll j jp.i llg ■ 1 ih o i' 11 jLajg t q_oxAJ ,^-iJI cLjxLojA-LII oLumjgxJIg 
Loj iA_Lo_ll o-o ^SjAl J15 AjL j_p±ll 0> iriig Kiq II i ri i s? 11 J I 0-0 q in jh II 
.6j_ujiJI aIjAI jj-jj i ri 19 II gl l_ij_zJI gl ^xiLoiIaJJI ^ 9 —LlI jJjjLlliI u-Lc i ri toll I Qiri 

I 3-J2J q_ill5JI (^Jl lg_lSj o_jaJI 09—J^9J9-Lll 09—L^xLiJI ^o^xa «<aLIa ^-11 Q-qL»^_LILi 
Q-Zijjj uiJJ-ig 11 " i 1 \~i II ) in 9 11 i n lo 11 ^gJAxo pAl riri il q_uAjx axiLLII OjloJLszJI 

qjAAg jj-^o J l ni'i I Mg (jJjjLjJ]) qxjjAgJI Oj iS l| i_1iaI ^All ‘j-jAajJI’ q_J-ox 

JUjjjUI JllA 0 -° 1 _q_LsJ I Q-jjjjLouO q_pjjj a Lia jig tJg-Sgx) JoLuAjJ-ll ^J] qjgxll 

(^A (j -^9 ■( 9-PJ9-! c Lx jOlISj lS-LJI “v_Sj-^ojJI i ri io II”) oljAlJI jj-c Lxigx q_AlmJI 

g 1 voo” q_iLi 5 jg mg qAgxIl Ia_Ei 09 -iL j_ilj-Q oAjLx ti_ij. -Jl x_S2J Lo oj_io 

.q in moi’llg 6 jLoJ_llloJ I qjjlaiZ-LjjjlII q_xx5gzJJ Q_oJ-Lc Q_ iI i n ip II ^“^jxjjUI 

-xg ng II (j-Q qjj Lo-gi-uJ il I xx j Log qjg_ujJjl J-xxJI j_b_Ll xjljxoJI 0g_ixigJI Lxx 5 
(j-Q jj-XjgJI uizJI i ci 19 II Ag 71 g ^-Jx ng iA II hil m'f oaLx| ^Jl q_ojjzxLoJI 
1 n is? IIg aIj_q 1 II l j_jj i_o_ixJI ^j-jj ixjjj' ^^JJI axlIxJI (^Jxg jzaK li'iiJI ^o hon oLp 
i_QAgj—ujj Lo LlIIx i_SxJI t n i? II clj| ^^-xgJI aIaj'I h-LUa ^^Jx ogiJ_x .JgxJI jj-jj 
ol IAjLuj Q 1 /Q 9 1 j-jjxl A_Q_Q I Qin j_jgj gl q_ogjzuxJI q_JxLoLOiJI OiLxg-oJXoJI 
jj_jj i n 19II JLoxll 09 -ajJJJjJI Og-rSjj-oJI Lixul |P q nh 9 Ai fxJh ^j-JuogjzxxJI xIj_q_LII 
. ^aI f/ni'niJI oLoj-aJI J 9ni r\ qi\I JaLpiJI jxLuxo q 71m tiJJAg rAlj-oUl 


x-sz-i ( Q LxJI CjIa cuSljOIilll qjg jujJJIg q_i_ui5jLoJi5 q_ij5xJI j_hlll 9 1 ^^-Qg 
■ n [joi lIlLuJ-LIJ LJjgjjxi l>-olg qhl mil q_uJjLouO L - r x cLo_uj i_xl_LqJI 

j_juOJJX rOiAJjl q_LA jO q■ j i ij-og t| 0—_J| q_i_ujjjLi Lol .(qhl mil 

Ij _loj (Lajgmil I nng i i uj-AX ^^xlazJI JxxqJI jjx: ^gJxij Ij-ol I gningj) qhl mil 
t n 19 II Jl 09>^l jLujI O-^-l -^hl mil q_ujjLouog og nil ^ol viiL-u.il O- 11 -LLolS 
q_ojlxJI og nil lIiLujjj v^Jx q hxlxoJJ LojIa 0-/J.J9J-^ olj_5illg ^$a noII 
q_iLi J g n I I 0-^°^. ‘ J-S-oJLig ■ pQ mnil Ig nhii Qzalii li'iUl h tih 0-^°^. q -‘^9 
q_igjujJI -XA 2 J Lo qjg uiillg q_i_ui5j LoJ I O-W cU-jjjLujIJI ^a in 11 hg h~S j<x_ujj jO-J 
.i n 19 llg qhl mil 0-4J Q n II 9 II ^o_gx Jj_uj i _aJ-Lifil J-9-OJ 

l:3 _q v. , 1 ll -SIaxJI jcL_ml i^ax^I o| Jg nil 0-^°^. ‘ < Laqjjxi1oJI q_j jJLxJI Ag_dxJI l;j _q 

OLhLuliJI q_hg_A_Lo ^-jlxi ^j-\\ 1 ^ 9 -^. »^S-A_11 i_q_LqJI Jg -1 q-xjloJI oLujInill 

qj5lji_ililll oL| 9 _ujJJI I q ihj-h ^-lll qjJl5_iIiiJI ^,.0 uliJxoj' a^q oLujLujjJI ^-L^g 

^g ill jJjjLujI u— lx to 19 II a \ inj ^Li' olj_oJ I _L_ixi t n is? 11 aa mi Q _jJ IjjjJJ I 9 

q LojlqJI q gn'i g nr olj_oJI x_ixs in 19 II ol LjaSI \ nn .«LxjL ojg ini (^-xLo-oiJI 

.“jj^LaJI J_iAqJI” JAajJI ^,-q q jJI j-fjJJI JgAJI q_ixj gl q-Ajjjhill 
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Violence 


In the past three decades, one of the most interesting interventions in public 
discussions about violence with important consequences in activism and 
policy-making, has been the socialist and liberal feminist problematization 
of violence against women and then of gender-based violence more broadly. 
They argued that violence against women is a result of patriarchal domination 
or liberal states’ unwillingness to intervene in the “private sphere”. The 
internationalization of European and American human rights discourses 
on violence against women has been criticized, particularly by feminists 
themselves, as having neglected local dynamics, bolstered state social 
control and promoted professionalization and NGOization around the world 
(see NGOization). On the other hand, as in the case of Lebanon, the evolution 
of approaches to gender-based violence, including the problematization of 
a historically-dominant “Violence Against Women” conceptual framework, 
point to a more complex form of cultural and policy transfer in the so-called 
developing world. 


Kristin Bumiller, In an abusive scale: 
How neoliberalism appropriated the 
feminist movement against sexual 
violence, Durham, Duke University 
Press, 2009. 

8 UN General Assembly, Declaration on 
the Elimination of Violence against 
Women, A/RES/48/104, New York, 1993, 
available online at http://www.un.org/ 
documents/ga/res/48/a48rl04.htm 
[Last accessed 11.10.2015]. 

9 Ghida Anani, “Dimensions of 
Gender-based Violence Against 
Syrian refugees in Lebanon”, Forced 
Migration Review, Vol. 44, 2013, 
pp.75-78. 


V 


“Violence against women” (VAW) was a term established following several 
international conferences during which activists and NGOs pressured for 
the international recognition of violence against women as a central issue 
in the fight for women's rights and gender equality. As a result, the United 
Nations Declaration on the Elimination of Violence in 1993 states that 
“violence against women is a manifestation of historically unequal power 
relations between men and women, which have led to domination over 
and discrimination against women by men and to the prevention of the full 
advancement of women, and that violence against women is one of the crucial 
social mechanisms by which women are forced into a subordinate position 
compared with men” 8 . Thus, in this framework, VAW may be considered as a 
form of discrimination against women. 


“Gender-based violence” (GBV) refers to any act of violence based on social 
gender differences. For women, GBV could take the form of discrimination 
in access to services, sexual exploitation (trafficking), sexual harassment, 
domestic violence, spoliation. GBV can also be analyzed in the broader 
social context where male privilege and power over women is reinforced 
through violence. Women are more at risk in times of conflict, since they 
are more vulnerable to sexual violence (including rape) but also to domestic 
violence, early marriage, or cases of what was coined as “survival sex”: the 
exchange of sex for food or help, as was observed recently in the wake of 
the Syrian refugee crisis in Lebanon . An increase in GBV against men is 
also observable in times of conflicts, but ideas about masculinity and other 
gender stereotypes are often obstacles in men disclosing gender-based 
violence perpetrated against them . 
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q_jjgjgiJI OI_ luJ-IJI Jig ri^> lIiL ilh^ ^_l| lIiLLojjI i"i ggg q_al_izolJL] 

lUjLq mill / Qgjg mill ohg «olj_oJI _L_izo i n ioll Jg i q_^oJgj2-oJI q_i 5 polJlg 

Cj_LmlziJ a_q iliLilh'SlI o \ m O] ^ Q I90 j lIiLLojjJJI ilLli Ig ggg 0-0 ml mnil 
jLujj-ilg qJlgxdl Cjjpcg g^aliLoJI qJgaJI johj^l i_lipzoLig OjlL^oJI lIiLloLlijJI 
o— 0 0-^9 -(oj i-LII n ij-S2j g glj) joJLqJI Jg -> q_nog 5 j^JI pin lOjLahloJI 
^gJJI ,jjjLujI u-Lc i n i? II q g ILa^o iHjLjjLq-o Cjjg_hj‘ «OL-M-l Q— lb u-Q La 5 ^piJ 
«1 pijli j lo 1 11 m 11 “olpoJI i n 19 II” qjJlShjjj 0pb ilLb ^po Loj i^j-nlauhlJI 
Lo ^-ujLujjJIg ^-Q I n 1 11 JLqjjIII o-° I \ in 9 7 phi J^jjj ^Jl j-plu Lo 

.^UJI pJbJL 

O—o h ain opian g_jJgj piIpoJg-o j_j] “olj oJI i n iaJI” ^ j^oJnl 

i n 19 IL L_yg_i «_ qIj-JIc: jJJ q_nog5j^JI pin iliLah_LoJlg ulilh uiLiJIg QgIn nilill LgJ_l_Lb 

olgLunoJIg olpoJI Jig n~^ Jpl 0-0 ^LdSJI ajjgmo q_jjAo q cSmgj olpoJI Ijzo 
pi m II i n 19 II l-j-Lc cLudiill ojj^jloJI jO^oUI O-J-cl o^-JJ ‘ ilJ-1 iJ q giii .q_ij vigil 
jj_jj q_iol51o pin piLolLoJ j gho g_a olpoJI .Lizd i n 19 II” Jl u-ln 1993 joLoJI 
q-QjQjJI qJLujjLo-og olpoJI ^-Jn JpjJI qJ-oJJJi ^J] <-Ii3l t( ^JjLlll pin olpoJIg JpjJI 
g m olpoJI .Lizis i o 19 II Jl ^ r Jn o^-ij. ho-5 .J-olSJI I g i/rgg i 09-* Jgg llg Lajuh 
. u “JzijJJ q_iajjJI q_iajzjg olpoJI ^Jn jjzipij' ^-iJI cuxjojIzJI q_inLojplll lIiLjJUI 
JLS^ujI _ll5L_iju olpoJI .Lizis i n 19 II jLjjxI 0-^°^. JLlo-Lll ^-og LiJJ3J g giiig 

.olpoJI s-j zis jjuuxjJI 


t o 19 II JLS^ujI jj^o J-5-iii Csl ^-Jl ppiuo t^-cLojJolll (Cg-iJI iJjjLujI u-Lc t n 19II Lol 
LujI ^j-Lc 1 o 19 II \ SLi «6lpoJI uJI qpujjJL .q_ijAig II CjLijLijJI ^-LloJI 

JlLai-ujlII gl lIiLoazJI ^-l-c Jg in~JI I mvin j—ppcxJ J5 ^_uj ^-cLoJiziiJI ^gJJI 
La5 >L:r i_ujJI gl ^Spujlll i o 19 II gl 0 uiig II t _pug "till gl (olp-oJLi jl Zjj'iJI) ruig II 
ujgl ^-clojjol ^Ll-uj ^-cUxolll ^g ill jJjjLujI ^-Lc i_q_lqJI J ilVi 
q_plgj' l±JJ3j .i o i 9 11 JlLo l j-o olpoJI qlkiLujg J-PjJI uliljLiiol jj-ajj Jj-jp 

q_jp Loj) ^y-ujjpJI i n 19II q_ipp pj!5l I_ qJ] 3j i_liLxljjJI cLij'l p_i5l Ipbio olp-oJI 

J_pl o tjji iglLj” u-CJU LoJ gl pSpoJI ^IgjJIg ^p-ujlll i n 19 llg (■ il i/q i'r ill 

_q lpiig-o J mi LoS 03xLuj-oJI gl joLoJoJli yjix igll q trulao g mg ill “cLqjJI 

tuliLcljlll cLulg i_iJJ3 q_oL>zolJlj . OL-pJ Q-P^lLII q-ojl i—iLonl 

ojg_5oJI Jg_^ jLS_q_L 1I Jl JJl «JpjJI ^piLojpJJI jCg—iJI ^LujI ^-,-J-c t o 19 II ^Lj_i 
^p^o p Q 9 loj JLpjJI Loj In J5_ujj’ Lo L 4 JL ^Sj-lil q_JikxoJ q_ijoJp i—Ulgiig 

. ^-cLoJplII jCg-iJI jJjjLujI u-I-c pn 19 I q ir\]su p_c ^1 tnolJI 

oajLujJI qo II ^gpbg olpoJI i_q_lqJI J—an phi p-^o _ll5 Jl Qih9i 

cLujLujI ^Jl pS-^9-Jg q_ij vig II CjLjUJJI ^J-c: pSllll -\-iaj oI “q-Q>QjJI |0-^n”J 

Oh o^_og . q_ij \ig II lIiLuLlLII tliLih 0-^° Csl t"i Qg ~gjali ll O-^.-^^ pnoK iiilll 
olpoJI ojLozi 09-ih Jg-=i «q_pog5joJI pp ‘ 0 O-ahJ-o o^Lldj tpxLuxoJI ^jjj! nill 
LQkA II hil in il llin^ 2014 joLaJI oLjJ ojlpaj joJ' k5-iJlg i^pujlll 1 o 19 II o-° 

.JIjoJI ll_m 
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Violence 


V 


It has been argued that both the VAW framework and dominant understandings 
of “non-discrimination” can reaffirm gender binaries and lead to the 
exclusion of gender non-conforming individuals . This debate is illustrated 
by the ongoing discussion around the law for the protection of women from 
family violence, voted in Lebanon in 2014 and spearheaded by the NGO KAFA. 
By identifying women as the sole recipients of such violence, the law does 
not cover gay men, transwomen victims of family violence (nevertheless, the 
Lebanese LBGT movement strongly supported the campaign since it was seen 
as granting some protection to queer and lesbian women) . In this context, 
Lebanese activists face the constant struggle of raising awareness about 
the differences between notions of VAW and GBV. 

Activists in Lebanon try to differentiate between £9-111 jjjLujI l^-Ic . n ix 
^Loiiill (GBV) and ,_>ij_L=JI jjjLujI (sex-based violence). Also, activists 
and NGOs work on popularizing terms such as Q_pLi (survivor) instead of 
ijp-iQ (victim) and emphasizes the rights of violence survivors, especially 
in legal discussions and discourses. This is meant to avoid reproducing the 
discourse on women as societal victims and ascribing violence only to cis-men 
- meanings that exist implicitly in the VAW framework. Furthermore, activists 
worked on shifting the language of violence, from “domestic violence” (Jjio), 
to “family violence” (lSj-ujI). The latter term allows for the incorporation of 
cases that could occur outside the household, an important intervention 
considering the structure of kinship in Lebanon and the frequent perpetration 
of GBV by members of the extended family. The downside of a definition 
of family that refers to kinship networks is the exclusion of familial forms 
such as non-married couples or queer families. An additional issue with the 
family-centric definition incorporated in the new law is that it does not cover 
(migrant) domestic workers. Although they might live in the same household as 
the violence perpetrator, domestic workers are not protected under this law. 
As employees, their protection must be regulated by a different set of laws. 
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Several other legal and social dynamics contribute to the GBV phenomenon 
in Lebanon and compound difficulties in addressing it. Because the Personal 
Status Law (regulating marriage, divorce, child custody and inheritance) 
designates religious institutions to administer family relations , domestic 
violence is under-reported. This may be due to a perception that the law is 
not on the side of the abused but instead favors the unity of the family. It 
can also be argued that civil war violence has led to the normalization of 
domestic violence and, possibly, its increase. Furthermore, the strong cultural 
perception of the family household as a space free of violence results in NGO 
representatives’ unwillingness to address family violence as a structural 
problem . This happens despite the fact that households are spaces where 
intense violence - whether economic, physical, sexual - is perpetrated. 
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JLijJI 09 -iLo-H U a o io II \xjh q i-w/n g_oj Lmoog 1 grungj olj-oJI jj-iialfo 
LGBTJI q5jo Jl ojj) i n 19 11 Lbuo g-° jOJ&g rlLunio GjUg_xloJlg t jJuJ-LoJI 

j_ig5JI cLujjJJ q_iLoo_ll (j/r oj g n ir \T Lgjl GjIj U t og qj cLLazJI Gj-oxx q_jJLLjJJ I 
£.1} m 11 Og-JjLi-J-H Gjlh nilillg Qgh uiLill q_olgj <G)IjljjjJI I v nr . (CjLdloJIg 
t o jq llg olj-oJI -xj o i_q_LqJI ^o-jialho 1 j_jj GjUjIlLII Jg_n u-cgJI oxLjJ joxjLujxJI 

.^xloJoUl ^g-LlI LjjjI u-Lc 


^g ill jjjLluI t n is? 11 g_jj J_izxoJI Gg_jJLi_J_ll Gjlh niLiJIg Qgh nilill Jgl 
QgIn j-XiLLII J .ojaj in og ll c .jjjj—LxJI ^LujI [<sr Ac i_o_LszJIg ^^-cLqlO-LII 

J_no GjL "Uhi/no qj-Lg— ijj oxLij ^ 3 —in q_uig5oJI j_in CjLoJoloJIg Gjlh niLiJIg 

c i_q LsJI g— 0 G-P^l Jjg n-> u—in Gg-^^Lulig <q—Jpjxi g-^ I—^gn q_JoUg ^,-oLi 

oxLxl i_SxLdj jjJ] i_lLL 1 oa gj .Q jJgJLoJI GjL] lh~S llg GjLujLqJJI LoJLjjjJjg 

t n is? 11 i_j_ujjg q_i 2 uxIzxo q_jp_io Lg_il5g olj oJ I Jg Gj Lj 1 In ~S 11 ^oh-SI nil 

o—ro i n Is? 11 jLbl ^3-Q UlIojo 0x9 990 GLg-o 0 nrg a 1 G-yjLaxJI JlxijJI 

i_q_LqJ| q_oJ J r> i n Gjlh uiliJIg Gg h niLi-ll J-a.gJ i_iLL q_aLolJlj .olj-oJI 

£ oju £ jz_ujj j-pUl £ IhhnoJlQ .“Gj-lqUI i_o_LgJI” ,^11 ‘\_p_lj-LoJI 1 n is?II” g-o 
Q_j lj_oJI q__ujJ I ^x-6-0 l-X n^g 6 j_uj_LII u-iJI Cj-Lll ^ II 

q_ujjloj u-nloilD-lJI ^g—LlI jJjjLujI n i n is?II jj_ 5 LLoJI i__jLSLjjJ jIg GLi-j-l u-Q 

.qg_ujg-oJI qJjlgJI A horI 


g_ 0 _o iq_iljiiJI Cj15j_uj J-jpj lS-^-II oj-ujUI ^og-gnuj \ jv^Tl ^jJ-ujJI l_jJLxJI Lol 
0 nfig .j_ig5JI CjiLjin gl G-P 9 j-^°JI G i'ij^IK q_JjlgJI JLS^jjjIII cLllI-ujI 

GgJlaJI 1 _3_q Qjioxo 0 nrg oj—ujUI «_q_ij_s2_j Jg -> jg ->aIT q_jiiljol qJLuxo i_dLLoi 

.(i_lilj_oLg-oJlg G-^.J^ifrQ-H) Jjl—i^oJI GjiLoing JLan q_ikxaj ^o-xx 0 nrg ill t \ j\g II 
llxi gI U| i o is? 11 q_r5j'jx> gl l_j_Sj'jx> 6j_ujI G- 0 ^ Gg-uJ-j^j ^x-qJ I g-o fx-nj_ll ^ A - Q-Q 
i t g jlq 'G .‘^ 9 ^ Qig5 ^^1 IJ_lrSig .JjLLoJI uliiLolng JL-ox 0 /oj ll Gg-iio-ll 
■G-nilgq II G-° g nl'fSq q_ngxxzxo G- 0 ^ f* C 1 .!^"* f 1 

1 n is? 11 6 j—Q^LIg ^-Q gL-M-I u-Q <2 M r i-° L ^9 c i-ni9-iiq GjLjloLLix ^oJJiLujj 

Gg-iin G-LLo .q r 07 >Ig^o ^ 3-0 non II GjUgg in llg jj-nloJolll ^g ill jjjLujI ^^-in 
(qJljgJIg Jl nhUl OjLogJIg ^ ll In llg ^Igj-ll IIdii i^-^-ll) qxtoii jjjJI Jlg-Zilll 
G-x ^-[LjlJI jn 11 Lo Ip Li t q_jJjlgJI iHiLoJ-igJ I OjLLi cLjIjjJI CjLuxujgxJI i n K 1 

l_jJL y^Al 1 n qj ll Gg-ii^-ll I v nr Jl Llllj-i} q g 1 ii tlLL Gg -^1 xijg .^j-ujUI 1 n ig II 

L_ij_xJI t n ir Jl fCx-g-iAgj ^Sj-jg -Oj—ujUI xLoj'l J_i^nj J_j L_qjlJ] gl q_jJI cLuxoJI 
^3-0 gLp-UI g^ 9 ! fO^Luj J_j «Gj_ijj 1 JI i_Q_i_g_ll o iiInT j^JI ^^| _xx q-ilffilll 
q_cuogj oj—ujUI Jj_LoJ |Ojl in II lJr _oLmJI gJIjxUI v^-Jx og li c .oxLpjl 

q_UDg5oJI j_jx GjLoUlloJI GjlLuxog ^ALojo ^Lixol ^Jl i_o_lgJI G-° LUL ci inn 
J Ini I I i_oj_ioj LfJJj J i^m g . ajgjJj qj5-ulo q_o_iogj Gj-x^UI ^ o ig II q Qglgx yj-C. 
pi LII ir \InI gLI tOJ-Xjjj i_o_ix q_io l_i_5j'jj k5-^-H U-iAaJI ^ j_ujUI Jl G-^ 
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Work 


In English, “work” derives from the Indo-European “werg", meaning “to do”. 
Work has been defined as “a purposeful human activity involving physical 
or mental exertion that is not undertaken solely for pleasure and that 
has economic and symbolic value” 1 . Such a broad definition is necessary 
considering that the activity itself has a wide range of meanings: it has 
been conceptualized as a commodity, as essential for personal fulfillment, as 
a social relation, as the activity of caring for others, as a key component of 
identity, and as a form of service . Second-wave feminist theorizing has been 
crucial in emphasizing the existence of a gendered division of labor, which 
ascribes several forms of unpaid work to women. In the contemporary context 
of neoliberal economies, marked by the rule of the market and a decrease of 
the regulating role of the state, employment has become precarious and the 
worker is considered “disposable” . 

“Work” is not identical to employment; it is a type of activity that goes beyond 
the wage relation. Unlike employment, work can be private or public, paid 
or unpaid. In the highly-influential Marxist conception, “living labor" is a 
form of joyous, collective and creative work . It is this potential for “living 
labor" that is appropriated within a capitalist mode of production where the 
division of labor leads to workers' alienation from themselves and the fruit 
of their work. 


John W. Budd, The Thought of Work, 
Ithaca, Cornell University Press, 

2011 , p. 2 . 

Ibid, p. 14. 

Monika Shafi, “Caregiving, Work, 
and the Debate on “Why Women Still 
Can’t Have It All”, German Yearbook: 
Feminist Studies in German Literature 
G Culture, Vol. 30, 2014, pp. 149-163. 

Kathi Weeks, The Problem With Work- 
Feminism, Marxism, Antiwork Politics, 
and Postwork Imaginaries, Durham, 
Duke University Press, 2011, p. 8 . 

5 Ibid, p. 24. 

Rosemary Crompton, “Gender and 
Work” in Kathi Davis, Mary Evans, 

6 Judith Lorber (eds.), Handbook of 
gender and women’s studies, London, 
Sage Publications, 2006, pp. 254- 27L 

Monika Shafi, op.cit. 


Consistently since the 1970s, feminist scholarship has been arguing for 
expanding the category and for publicizing, politicizing and eventually 
radically transforming work 5 . Liberal, socialist and radical feminists have 
had somewhat different positionings on gender and labor. For liberals 
and many socialists, labor market equality with men and an end to unpaid 
housework were key demands. The sociology of labor which was shaped by 
these strands of feminism has made significant contributions in the past 
five decades to understanding phenomena such as the gendered division of 
labor within families, women’s “double shift” (formal work and housework), 
the gendered segregation of the labor market, the systematic wage gap 
between women and men, obstacles to job promotion and other labor market 
and state policy mechanisms that exclude on the basis of gender, race and 
sexuality 6 . In addition, some of these studies have shown that a significant 
number of women work in what are called “care services” (homecare of 
elderly, sick people or people with disabilities, social work etc.), which is 
a concentration which illustrates the frequent social construction of jobs 
along traditional gender identity and roles; some scholars have argued that 
the very nature of this work leads to a blurring of boundaries between paid 
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g_xig_ll Werg q_ol5 ( j_o> (work) “JoxaJI” n JJq-izxxi ^ 9 -Lujj tQ-ijjiSjiJI Q_S 2 _UI 

j j A -f ^ •• * 

i_Q_^l_^5 j_ujj JgLujJ” q_iL J_Ol 2 _II ■ n ijoi _x_ng “J onII” Lnili 2 -og t q_jjgjgl 

cLotri i ^x-ujjjg i t mnn Q_aioJI i_Qj^_g_i joJj ±1 gl jg gno l5 Q ^ ‘.! 

JqLjjjJJI gl y^jA\ Ij In i LJjgjjzii £_ujlgJI t n jj-gjJI I v nx J_Lo -X_ 2 J . “ajjoxjg g_ij.lt/nlnl 
q nt/ngj J-aaJJ jg ini cLcluaa lIiJLi \ rin . CJ3 _iLsz-oJI l j_o LsLujIg 1 nth J-o_ujj q utni 
q_ilcj Jg_n jg ng'ii LbLulig t q_ir:LalziI q_n±Lcg (CjIxJI J) in Vi I 6jgj_izig (CUiLuj 
gl5 xog . <LoaVJI JLSL_iuijl q/d _liS_ijljg <qjg_g_|| j-izalir: l j^o LLujLujI Ij in irg /^jVlII 
joLujiiil xgzig < T-uxuiiJI gJL axilDI qjg_uj_iJI cL^g-oJI j ilniT 

j^-Cig .j-^-LII ^g-QJv-oJI j_i£: cLuxiJI J—an g_ai olx JLS_uuI L $j_ 2 J J-cxoJI L - 3 _n 

jg_xll jl tttn ilg ^gg_ujJI i Jl QjlII g_j_LlI lIiU tn mil] jjaaloaxll ^gbujjJI 

j-lIsj J- 0 I 2 JI CjLig ojiiLlllo j_jj: q_ILx 2 _ll lIljxloI ( qJg_xll q_jj>gj i^iJI 0 /win 1V11 

. “q_Lo (j/n In til l j_Saxi” I] t/nir 

.jg_zxlll q_nilr: jgl ni"i l:3 jJI gin jlxjJ-UI ,j_o ^gJ g gn tqJLoja-U ^g_ilhm j_ic “Jax 2 _H” 
,^,-Qg .j_jgl ggx g_a> gl j_jgl_ig Lolx gl LLtlii J_o_ 2 _ll Qg 5 j ol g-Saxi «Q-ILa 2 -ll l jjJ-Sajg 
JlS^Itl l j_a> _LKjjj nil _L_ 2 j < j_j_i 5 ^,-11 j-igadl jj-uiSjLoJI ^og gnoJI 

6_XaxIfi-oJI O-X_ 0 l 11 J-OlqJI” 6j_xii a! ■ ^j-cl-Xtlllg (j-doJxJIg £ lg til J-Ol 2 _II 

g_c JLaflJI l_jIjJj:I ^Jl J-ojaJI jOJUloqj ‘(j-ILouujIjJI ^LjjJJI In nJ ,^-Q 

QlLonl jLoj' y-cg mnil 


ojg; inj ^-i/dLoJI Qj nil CjLujl 2 j_uj j^_Lo jlj-ai_ujLj qjg_LU_iJI q_n 1 n 111 i "t nnbx a_qJ 
Ug t/ng /q_ujjjjjjj‘g q_oJuaaj' ojg; t/n ig IQ-I.o_u.ij ^j-jJI q ttS II ^ji_ujgj' 

cl j] i n nlg^xll Lo i"t nlinlg . q_Ligni' i_nl InnJI q-jlgJ 

.Llil_jJl5jj>ljJlg Lltli5lji_iIj_lJlg i_1jLjJI j-fjJJI LltLg-ujJJI jj-jj J^cxaJIg (^-cLalglll ^g_LlI 
oLiJJUjJI pi tlhgll iJ-Loj tCjliSlji-iItlll g^o j-ii^g lUjLjJI>jjlLII dj_ujjJLiii 


La 5 .jg_j^LoJI j_jj: ^JjJ-oJI J^aaJI cLg-ilg J--ai2JI iJg-uJ ^,-0 JL^^JI £_o olgLuj-oJI 
iJIjLolUxL_lllo qjg_uj_tJI CjLcg-azuxJI o'\ th Lgj’jgJj I J_ax2.ll LogJgjLujgjxi lIl-oxd 
J_ ax2JI jOJLxuiiI 5 j-axlghll ,j/n oi p q o cLo j m i oJ I q umnll xg noli 6 j_j_r 5 
“q_aigxja) q—iglLoj” cLuiill J_axcg /j_ujiJI J-^xl-i ^^j-cLoJzilll ^g ill jjjLujI Lc 
^^3-Q jj-cloaglll ^g ill jxiLujI ^—Lc J t/nnllg «( v _- r Jj_LoJI J_o_2Jlg ^^llniII J^aidl) 
jjjJI i_lil_jii2Jlg tcLxujJIg JI-^jJI g-JJ J9-9-UI a n q i /•» 11 og ntS Ilg < J_ax2JI ^gg-uj 


J-ojgJI igg_uj lIjLujIjlu-iJ ^5j-iil i_llil_i-lI g_c II inn a n ilingJI ajijjjJI ggx Jg Vi 
. qj-il ntinllg ^gj_2Jlg jj-claiziiJI jCg—Ll I jxiLujI ^-Lc Jax2_ll l_xJUq _x^L|i_ujj' qJg_xllg 
J_Ol2j cLujjJI I>jj5 ISj^ gl lIiLluIjxJI o \ nx gA_2_i j-g-kbl q_nLaiiiJlj 

gl ^-izij-oJI gl g_mJI jLrSJ q_jJj-LcxJI Q__iLcjJ IS) “o_iLcjJ I CjLoxii”_j Lo ,^-a 


cLujjJI j_5jJ ,^-uJjg ^3-lj Log (^-cLoizxlll J_ax2Jlg q_nLill t^Sgi tjzaln tiiiill 

jlgxillg i_lil_ig_gJI jJxl-ujI t n iLLgU jjL 5 LLoJI ^-cLaJLlll cLixILi JLxoJI I L_ai ^,.0 
J^Ol 2JI I cLojuia gL LjLLiIjJI /^j-jLiziljJI l jA_2_i q nL _x_ng .^xiimJI g_jjxin II 
J jpj Lo « ojLjJI ^xj.xhig jg_ziLxJI J_ax2JI g_jj xg_x^xll jjxiLxbJl ^J] Lgj’L 

.^gjLuxoJ I gg_i Lg-ix J 9 -^?I u-ljg Q-jLjJI JLo_cl q-ojii ,j/n in Vi Lojj 
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work and caregiving , possibly enabling the devaluation of care work and 
its underpayment. 

The arguably more radical second-wave Marxist feminists developed a series 
of interesting propositions concerning the role of the gendered division of 
labor, or of women as a group within the capitalist mode of production. 
Rather than simply pointing to the need to share housework or pay for 
housework, scholars working in this vein argued that housework is part of 
the social reproduction of capitalism, enabling the continual reproduction of 
the workforce at the lowest possible cost for capitalists. Some also argued 
that women are “doubly alienated’’ in capitalism, because they are exploited 
through both patriarchal and capitalist arrangements, while others argued 
that private patriarchal power was replaced with a “public patriarchy” 
which generates and justifies the lower-paid wage labor in which women 
laborers are concentrated . 

The Marxian feminist narrative has been criticized by post-structuralists for 
its economic reductionism and insufficient attention to identities. On the 
other hand, materialist feminists (who seek to blend postcolonial, postmodern 
and Marxist feminist theorizing) have sought to keep some of the elements 
of this analysis . For example, according to feminist theorist Kathi Weeks , 
the insistence of feminist scholars on the importance of immaterial labor in 
capitalist production and the introduction of categories such as “emotional 
work” or “affective labor” have been crucial contributions to understanding 
the current service-oriented labor regimes which increasingly dominate 
parts of Europe, North America, and parts of the Middle East. 
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In the classical account by Friedrich Engels, the invention of private property 
led to the subordination of women. While arguing that capitalism thrives on 
the gendered division of labor, Engels recognized that capitalism also affords 
women a degree of independence from family patriarchs by enabling them to 
enter waged work. Yet Engels stressed that because of the problem of unpaid 
housework, women’s liberation can only be achieved when care is socialized 
within a socialist system . Consequently, he saw working class women's 
interests as entirely aligned with the goals and broader demands of the 
working class movement in general . 19th century and 20th century women's 
labor activism, as evidenced most famously by the 8th of March 1857 strike 
by women garment workers in New York for better working conditions , 
seemingly belongs to this vision of an easy Fit of the “woman question” 
within class struggle. On the other hand, women’s demands within the labor 
movement, whether for fairer public or private work arrangements, have 
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generally been sources of tension and led to expectations of compromise on 
the part of the feminists . 


w 


The evolution of a capitalist mode of production, feminists point out, was 
predicated on the division of private and public, in other words on the 
creation of two apparently well-differentiated realms of public waged labor 
and private unpaid labor. Besides this division, capitalism and the so-called 
Industrial Revolution rested on an international division of labor, in which 
an industrializing core beneFitted from hyperexploitative or coercive work 
practices in colonized or other peripheral areas that supplied agricultural 
goods and raw materials. In the case of colonized African states, not 
only did Europe intentionally underdevelop the continent but also “the 
colonial process, as it advanced, brought the women of the colonized 
people progressively down from a former high position of relative power 
and independence to that of ‘beastly’ and degraded 'nature' Economic 
calculations initially denied slave women the position of mothers and wives 
and later pushed women in colonized territories out of waged labor into a 
position of formal dependence (and effectively into invisible unpaid work), 
through a process famously termed “housewiFization” . 


Since the 1960s, in industrialized countries, women entered male-dominated 
professions in an accelerated rhythm, challenging patriarchal preconceptions 
while nonetheless having to deal with obstacles such as acceptance or 
reconciliation of family life and work and failing to eradicate “occupational 
segregation” and the double shift. Moreover, the majority of the working 
poor are women; they also hold the most precarious jobs. In a neoliberal 
economic context, service economies rely on flexible, deregulated labor. 
Manufacturing jobs are increasingly outsourced to the so-called developing 
world to increase production and drive down costs at the expense of 
workers’ rights. The garment (sweatshop) industry employs predominantly 
women and is an example of the extremely negative consequences of this 
production model for workers , that has spread to several countries in the 
Middle East who not only employ the local poor but also import foreign 
labor. In addition, the capitalist models have led to the development of highly 
gendered global chains of care labor: professional and middle class women 
increasingly employ migrant women to do in-home care work and domestic 
labor, evident not only in some European and North American economies but 
also in Lebanon, the Gulf states and several economies across the Arab 
world. This monetization of care work can be interpreted as the unfortunate 
resolution of the “double shift” issue in richer countries or families with 
means by precariously employing poorer women. 
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Feminist political propositions on the question of waged work and the 
gendered division of labor have ranged from the classical demands for an 
end to wage discrimination and sexual harassment, to provocative demands 
of wages for housework 2 '. For other feminists, thinking about care work 
has led to the emergence of a feminist moral theory called the “ethics of 
care”, concerned with what makes actions morally right or wrong and an 
emphasis on the importance of response and conditions of vulnerability and 
inequality 2 . 

Currently, in Lebanon, the majority of working women are employed in the 
informal sector, in agriculture, domestic work, social care, and NGOs - 
forms of work that are often unwaged or unregulated by labor law. Women 
represent only 23% of the paid workforce and are discriminated against in 
term of employment opportunities, equality in wages, benefits, and sick and 
maternity leave. Working women often work “double shifts”, since they also 
perform domestic work. A recent study 22 attested that women in different 
Lebanese communities perform most of the house work. Nonetheless, the 
pieces showed a correlation between a decrease of housework done and 
an increase in the number of women working in paid jobs. Still, access to 
paid work is not necessarily related to women's liberation but more to the 
economic situation of the household and a need to work “outside the house” 
(barrat al bayt). Women accessing the workforce have left a gap in the care 
duties, since they were expected to perform duties such as taking care of 
children, old and sick relatives. A lack of services from the state such as 
nurseries or homes for the elderly has led to the increasing mobilization of 
external help, in the form of migrant domestic workers (Syrian women as 
well as women from Sri Lanka, Ethiopia, and Bangladesh). Vast discrimination 
against these women (who constitute over 200,000 workers) persists both 
socially and legally, and the workers have been organizing themselves and 
demanding equal rights through unionization . 


20 Kathi Weeks, The problem with 
work: Feminism, Marxism, antiwork 
politics, and postwork imaginaries, 
Durham, Duke University Press, 2011, 
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